I was‘%lcomed by the senior man,and given a few necessary iiems sent by the Red Cross organie-
-atio;uWith the help of these I made myself look a bit more presentable,and the shave was

a real pleasure even if the blade was_nat all that keen. I really mzde it last,and the

wash toe I had not realised I was ° &8. grimy,and dirty,éuf when I had finished my ablutions
I looked a different fellow. The RAF kriegie permanent gtaff looked after us new boys very
well. Accordingly as heu arrivals filtered fhrough the Interrogation block,and came into the
main camp corresponding numbers of Red Cross foed parcels were issued from which the
cookhouse along with the frugal German rations provided communal feeding with varicus menus
amalgamated from both sources . The bulk of course being from the food parcels with the
ferman share being only a few spuds per person,and a soup ration which was thickened up ty
adding ingredients from the Hed Crcss'tinned meat etc. Additionzlly from the Germans we had
a emall daily ration of black bread in the afternoons. After & lean time during my previous

initial three weeks of captivity T was comparatively well fed in the short time I spent in
the transit ecamp at Dulag Luft. A small footbal field was sivated eleongside the barrack huts
whick was used mezinly for exercise purposes, 4fter enduring three weeks of isolstion I spent

a fair bdit of the daylight hours dJdelirhting in the fresh air,and obtained plenty of exercise
whilst negotiating quite a2 few circuits of the small field. 4 rare delicacy]partaken now
was the daily cuppa of genuine tea,the rezl NeCoy, the first few cups tasted like nectar,ard

a fterwards a few drags on a [nglish cigarette,pure tranquility. Neturally when we sprog

Kriegies got together in the main camp a lot of nattering was inevitable,with the main subject
being what happened on the ill fated night we each got the chop. Bomber Command's battle of
the Ruhr had commenced by ﬁ?ﬁ%and newly shot down aircrew lads kept coming in from the solitary
Block at regular intervals'some still a bit shaken by their experieﬁces,and now much relieved
to be once again in the company of their fellow atrcrew contemparies, After 2 few days the
Germans held a roll ecall when sufficient numbers had now amalgamated to warrant a despatch

to a permanent prison camp. We were travelling light having nothing to pack,the few items 1
had been given by the camp staff were stashed inside whatk pockets I had in my battge drees
uniform,and these now included a few English cigarettes. Several of the lads on the staff
wished us all the best,it was just routine for ther,new P.0.W.'s kept coming and going,it

was something they had got used te . We were lined up,the roll was called,a few orders were
barked as finally,flanked by guards we marched out of Dulag Luft off to the rail terminus.

I cannot recall rany ef the details of the leng and tedieus rail Jjourney except that we were

instalJed in old woeden carriages with hard seats,nothing but the best fer us,and we ultimatel:

became part of a slow goeds train., I cannetx recall exactly hew many beds we re in eur p?rty
but I semehew tkink it was areund the sixty mark,and theugh we were aware that a_great distance
was involvedilittle did we envisage what a teugh camp we weuld be incarcarated im.
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The journey proved to be a long slow haul,and many sidings were
encountered en routWhere sometimes we remained immobile for very
long intervals of fime,no doubt waiting to be attached to other
goods trains scheduled to travel in our general direction. As the
hours,and days slowly passed by, the wooden seats did not get
appreciably aofter,but on the other hand we could think ourselves
very lucky indeed to be occupying even such obsclete rail
carriages.The usual rail conveyvance,by courtesy of the Third
Reich,for P.0.W.'s on long journeys was the kriegie "pullman”, the
covered horse trucks.which were all captured French rolling
stock.On the cutside of these,inscribed on a metal plate.,wPas the
legend which meant in English "8 HORSES OR 40 MEN".Inside these
black holegno scatifing was available,and neither lighting or
sanitary arrangements,prisoners were packed in like sardines with
the sliding doors locked behind them.In the dark.,and airless
atmosphere of these cattle trucks amidst the overpowering smell
of excretia the unfortunate occupants had to suffer a truly
claustrophobic experience, indeed we could count ourselves as
being very fortunate,our journey,and mode of travel had been
organised by the Luftwaffe.

Before embarking on our journey we had been given rations for
three days by our captors which consisted of German sausage
meat,and black bread. I did not mind the bread,in time I really
acquied a taste for it,this bread possessed a flavour of its own.
Much later on inside the main P.0.W. camp [ found out that it was
especially tasty wh en fried.The provision of hot liquid
refreshment was very rare indeed during the onward course of our
journey, ,but we managed to obtain a ration of water,or luckily a
portion_of hot ersatz coffee at the various sidings at which we
stopped@s well as relieving the call of nature.

The extremely long and tedious journey to the far eastern part of
Greater Germany.as it was then termed,took the greater part of
four days to achieve,and we subsequently disembarked at-a small
railway station which was only a few miles from our new "five
star" accomodation to give its full title M.STAMMLAGER
SB,LAMSDBORF,UPPER SILESIA.All this area,of course,is now part of
Poland,and all the place names in the locality have been changed
sience the War ended. Having now reached the end of the line the
Germans really came into their own as the many guards ran
here,and there shouting and bellowing "Raus" Raus" "Mach Schnell™
as they bundled us unceremoniously out of the two rail carriages
with a back up of busy rifle butts.Stiff limbs were quickly
galvanised into action as the mixture of bewildered,and
indignant sprog RAF kriegies were roughly formed up into some
sort of order,when our numbers were checked.Il would realise later
on in Kriegsgefangenschaft that the Germans had quite an
obsession in respect of counting,and recounting bodies.On this
occasionn they must have been quite satisfiedwith their efforts
as no recount was taken,and after a period of further
shouting.,and gesticulating our party shambled off towards
Lamsdorf.Stalag 8 B was apparently-on the site of a World War 1
camp,and in this second catastroph® was reputed to be the
largest,and also one of the worst P.0O.W. camps in the Reich.



A mile or two further on the high barbed wire complex came into
view,orders were then bawled out right.left,and centre as our
contingent of raw P.O.W.'s slowly came to a halt on a large
expanse of open ground just outside the Stalag.

While we stood,and visually took in the sombre scene,no spark of
interest lit up our eyes as we stared mutely at the high double
barbed wire fences,and th%gdroltly placed pun towers of this very
large prison camp.Ilts appearance presented a grim looking
spectacle,and without a doubt everyone in our party was wondering
at that precise moment what the conditions would be like inside
the wire,we would soon bhe finding out.Our few moments of
meditation were soon over,loud teutonic voices were once more in
action as ther Germans proceeded to give each,and every one of us
a thorough search. That was fair enough,but then came the
crunch,when all our flying clothing we were wearing was forcibly
taken from our persons.Indignation wags rife,and the air was blue
with the utterance of a host of varied colourful expletives.many

of them again suggesting that the Krauts involved did

@43 not have legal parentage. In my case a fur lined Irvin
jacket,and my black leather flying boots were puy loined.no doubt
21l these warm aircrew issue items would be seng,enceforth to the
Russian Front to be worn by some of the poor bloody half frozen
German infantry types. What sheer effrontery,but "Jerry" was in
the driving seat.on the face of it they could do anything they
1iked with us.In lieu of my precious flying boots I,and all the
other lads in similiar circumstances, were giveen a pair of

wooden clogs to wear,not a very good deal as far as we were
concerned.

-
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During the general pandemonkum the Germans cuccecs fully accomplished their
gaucy flying kit robbery well within the hcur,we could only offer vocal
ovposition before we w ere prodded on the move towards the main gate of the
Stalag.I could not walk properly wearing these bloody clogs,instead it was
more of a slow shuffle with the remainder of the lads experiencing the same
trouble. In all it was a farcical situation,but we were not laughing thats for
sure,maybe the Germans thought it was funny,but there again they did not pessess
much of a sense of humour. i
Making our way with great difficuliy,most kept loosing the odd clog, we s lowly
moved through the portals cof Stalag 8 B,lamsdorf,This infamous establishmént
was predominantly an Army F.0.W. camp under the control of the Wehrmacht
(German Army),not the Luftwaffe, s0 we R.A.F. lads collectively had the same
train of thought,bugger our luck,we were due for a rough pass age.
The compound situazted just inside the outer main gate of the camp was the
German Administration block,the Vorlager,which housed the Kommanda nts office,
Guard room,and all the cther various offices. The second inner gate wa s the
main P.0.W. camp gate through w hich our "sprog" RAF kriegie contingent was now
assing.. e : -
?t W&, i soon evident tha t news passes very quickly in Ge_fangcnenschd'ft as a
great crowd consisting of both Army and RAF kriegies had speedily congregated
near this ssdsmcntrance eritting a chorus of cheerful gree tings as they
welcomed the new boys. In the general confu sion,the constant babble of voices,
it was gquite a job singling out the individuals for they all reguired o know
the latest "gen" concerning the home front,and the current war situation.
The kriegie "old sweats" wearing oi.r RAF blue shouted ocut the inevitable
aquestion "What rquadron were you on,mate" to various individuals of our party.
At the same time many of them,with necks craned,were cagting sharp eyed
5 - : e e ;
glances at each of our faces héping against the odds that ‘might spot =omeone
they knew from either syuadron,C.T.U. or earlier trainingpdays. One such m
member of this welcome to Lamsdorf crowd geve me a loud shout to then push
his way to the front of the milling throng.
I instently recognksed a familiar face,that of an Australian navigator who had
been a Sergeant trainee at No.14 0.T.U. RAF Cottesmore during my period & t thal
station as a "screened" instructor.buring the late spring of the previous yéaxr
he had flown with me as a member of & seratch crew on the first two 1000 bomber
raids,Cologne and Essen.,I cannot recall this very pleasant Aussie's name,but I
think he was shot down ear 1y in his sguadron car eer. His first words to me
when we met face to face were " I did not think you would end up here",
I laughed,and remarked that formerly I had possessed that seme train of thought
ybut here I was in a prison camp,and bloody lucky to be so,too.
He must have thought 1 had been immortal,knowing I had survived a previous
tour of Ops,none were immortal at that wartime game we indulged in:
That contingent of aircrew kriegies of which I was part proved to be the last
lot sent Lo this particular Stalag,soc even as a Pu0.Weouizzically,I was
maintaining my late run of "duff" postings.In the ordinary course of evenls
we should have been sent to a Luft camp run by the Luftwaffe,but apparent ly
these Stalag Iuft camps were very few,and full up.
At that period of the war the only other srmy Stalag which contained an RAF
compound was Stalag 4 B,Muhlterg,Saxony whkehsewsx some hundreds of kilometres
further west from our location.
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» Subsequently mest ef the shet dewn NCO . aircrew,
4s 1ne weignt,and numbers of Bember Cemmand attacks intensified, weuld find themselves
sent to newly censtructed Stalag Luft camps,The first ef these was Stalag Luft 6 which
was situated at Heydekrug .This camp at the far eastern end eof the Baltic was positiened
mere er less on the berders ef what was ence knewn as East Prussia,and Lithuania,and
weuld accemmedate beth RAF and USAAF Nee aircrew priseners ef war.later en Stalag
Luft 7,Bankau came inte being,this camp was situated semewhere near ithe town ef
Kreuzeber g ,which was pesitioned east ef Breslau,and therefere on fhe eastern side eof
the River Oder. Beth of these Air Ferce camps were much more enlightened places ef
abede than the miserable loeking dump in which I was new incarcarated. Sinece then it
has been said that te have been a RAF kriegie ingide reugh,teugh Lamsderf achieved
a certain neteriety,a dubieus henour I would say.
As new arrivals we were herded inte a small cempound,lecated Jjust -, inside the
main camp gates, for receptien purpeses. Our kriegie - . welcome cemmittee had new
thinned soméﬁ"hat,but a threng of HAF types maintained their vigil te centinue
spasmedic cenversatiens threugh the barbed wire. The RAF Cempeund Leader appd rently
had everything under centrel because w e eventually received a Red Cress feed pa rcel
ene to be shared between twe of us 4 Follewing eur weariseme three day plus train
Jjourney en starvatien ratiens we certainly made a big hele in the centents ef this
ver y welceme parcel. One cembine of twe swiftly epened all their tins,and cemmenced
te amalgamate the tetal centents inte ene dixie,a real mixed grill,but what a herrible
mixture newerthejless these twe hungry airmen sceffed the let at ene go,ne treuble at
all. My partner and 1 adepted a mere civilised appreach,and shared ene commodity at a
time while saving semething for later on. Of course the main peint was how leng was te
parcel suppesed te last ,being new at the game we obviously did net knew though we
weuld learn very quickly. During the shert peried we spent as members ef the "welceme
to Lamsdorf" barrack hut all sur sprog intake were precessed,if that is the correct
werd,inasmuch as we were individually Photographed ,these were real mug shetls,finger

printed,recerded,and finally numbered.



As an unwilling guest of the Third Reich I was now tapped as Kriegsgefangener
number 27628,which was marked in duplicate on a rectangular metal disc to be
hencefortﬁ:£¥bund ny neck along with my RAF service identity discs.The
explanation for the duplication of the P.O.W. numerical particulars was simply
that if one died in captivity the perforated disc would be conveniently broken
one half being buried with one's body,the remaining half would then be sent to
the Swiss protecting power.

With the completion of our initiation ceremony we WEre now part of the Lamsdorf
establishment,every RAF kriegie in our intake now had his own place in the
German Vorlager files.This meant that our short sojourn in the reception barrack
was at an end.In the general air of confusion that followed we were shepherded
outside,roughly formed up into some of order to be marched up one of the camp
roadswhich was flanked by various barbed wire compounds.

Stalag 8 B was literally a barbed wire city by virtue of its large population,
and its many compounds. At a glance as we headed towards the RAF compound,it was
impossible to ascertain the exact size of the camp. Large poles lined the various
camp roads,and affixed to them were electric lights,also loud speakers.
Propaganda blared out continously throughout the day via the loudspeakers
alternating with German martial music. Following a turn to the right our group
of sprog kriegies approached the next compound on our left where 1 could now

see the familiar blue of the RAF battledress uniform. Many of our brethren were
lining the wire to welcome us into OUr New abode.V ariety was the spice of
life,s0 seeing a group of new faces was obviously a welcome change to their usual
monotonous POW routine,and soon everybody belonging to our reception commitiee
was intently trying to recognise a face. When unsuccessful they seemed to be
asking the obvious alternative questions,such as "What squadron,mate',"whats the
latest Gen", or "Did vou know s¢ and so",and 8o the comradely cross-examination
continued.The different questions were numerous.but we would have plenty of time
to answer them all in conclusive fashion,after all nobody was going any place
for some considerable time. X

Stalag 8 B Lamsdorf accomodated roughly about fifteen thousand P.0.W.'s who were
predominantly Army types,the majority of whom were captured in France during the
year of 1940. Although the Stalag had a large permanent POW population its main
function was its use as a iransit camp for Army POW working parties
(Arbeitskommandos) which were formed,and sent out from here to all parts of
gilesia taking in both agricultural,and industrial areas. This system did not
affect we RAF aircrew kriegies,I was a Flight Sergeant at the time,but we were
all senior N.C.0.'s,and as such ineligible for work under.the terms of the Geneva
Convention.,only private soldiers were obliged to work.

If we aircrew bods had been sent out to work sabotage,and escape attempts would
have been rife,there was no doubt about that,and certainly the CGermans were aware
of this too.We were soon to learn in term of fact that the RAF compound was a
sort of prison within a prison,veritably an island,inasmuch as the camp was
administerede by the German Army,which meant that our compound suffered harsher
discipline,and at that time all the RAF occupants were forced to wear chains or
manacles during the davlight hours,I will expand on this in a later chapter:
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1 can relate that it was a constant battle of wits between them,and us,and it@
goes without saying that we were uncooperative,and certainly bloody minded.

We in the RAF compound were always making things as difficult as possible for the
Germans,and morning roll calls were no exceptionn in this respect.s50 disciplinary
measures were always in operation against we lads in blue which meant that at
frequent intervals our compound was locked up with our entire complement penned
in for varying periods of time. Due to the pounding the German cities were
receiving,and which was ever increasing,from the crews of Romber Command there
was no love lést between our captors and the occupants of the RAF compound at
Lamsdor f.They hated our guts,but at the same time 1 think they respected our
never say die spirit. Never at any time did the Deutchers get us down,and in
fact the RAF contingent at Lamsdorf caused the German authorities a great deal of
of trouble,and confusion with the "gwop Over” routine for escape purposes during
1942,and the following two years,which 1s fully explained later on in this

narrative.
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The entire P.0.W. pepulatien ef Lamsderf was lecated within ten blecks er cempeunds,
each cempeund being enclesed within high barbed wire fences . Departure amd entry faow

gacH nLowk was effected through a large leckable gate which was fastened nightly after lights

|

out. The whole camp was surrcunded by a deuhkle barbed wire fepce fift?en fee t high,
with the feur feet wide space between filled te a height ef five er six feet with
cireular rells eof additional barbed wire,an unsurmounthble obstacle. Tall gugrd towers
were positiened at each cerner eof the euter double fence,and these were equipped
with searchlights and machine guns. Situated just inside the outer fence of the camp
aleng its entirety was the "trip" wire,this was a single length of barbed wire
positioned about eighteen inches above the ground level. Teo venture over,and across
this length of wire was to risk life and limb as the guards manning the tewers had
strict erderm to shoot any kriegie whe was feelhardy eneough teo stride ever this sinzl€
strand ef wire,the implication was obvious.

In cemmen with mest other blecks,the RAF cempound was cempesed of four leng single
stofey barrack huts with a smaller building standing in selitary state en the far
side of the cempeound,adjacent to the parade greund. This insignificant smaller
building,which must have been censiructed from a cembinatien ef mud,straw,plaster and

wood ,was the noterious "40" Heler,the cempound cemmmal latrine. Our single storey

barrack huts were very leng in length,and these buildings actually contained twe
barracks,lettered A and B, which were seperated in the centre by z wash houme used
by beth barracks. This wash heuse,which censisted ef two sets ef four highly placed
cold water taps spaced ever leng crude stene treughs, was the scene of eur daily
ablutions. Necessarily it was alse the place where we "dhebied" our shirts,and all
the ether items. Although the taps were fitted in such an awkward positien a cold
shower ef serts was pessible,that is if ene was a medium sized centertienist, but
inevitably there was always a snag. The Germans did not 3 ceoperate,and during the
summer menths celd water was rarely available at the taps during normal daylight
hours except at the very early merning time eof five or six am. Qbviously,RAF kriegies
being‘what they were, very,very few teok advantage ef this awkwardly timed facility, .
except fer a handful ef the really keen types.Of course when the temperature nesediveud
during the Autumn,and Winter periods they were ne takers at all. _
The total number ef barracks in the RAF compeund was eight,and these were numbered
as follews;—15 A and B, 16 A and B,17 A and B,and 18 A and B. w hich in all housed
a tetal ef appreximately twelve hundred RAF beds,including eur group ef new arrivals.
Our contingent of new beys were ultimately shared out on a more or less equal basis
between the eight barracks,myself and several ethers being allecated te barrack
hut 16 A which would be my hall of residence until the end.
The barrack cemmander,a moustached Sgt pilet,whe by virtue ef his reapensibilities
was entitled te seme privacy,was quartered in a makeshift reem at the top end ef the
barrack. He was agﬁggnd to meet us,and mindful ef the circumstances‘welctmed eur
small greup as memebers of his fleck. After intreducing himself we had a little talk
which cencluded after he had given us a general idea of what went en during the
nermal daily routine ef P.0.W. camp precedure, we abserbed the informatien well,
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After our initiatien by the barrack cemmander te the ways of Kriegsgefangenschaft

we "sprogs" were allecated to various tables for ratien purpeses,and simultaneously
each feund himself a Bed space. I managed te f£imd ebtain a tep berth,adjacent te the
epen mpace of the barrack,which suited me admirably. ¥ Its pesitien uas.not se
claustrephebic as in the middle ef the tier. It provided me with an unhindered view
of the line eof tables,and their eccupants. In ether werds I was in the swing ef thing:
being able te see,and hear all that was happening se was able te jein in by way ef
cenversatien. I secn became adept at climbing up te my tep_perch,and the ever present
swaying metion did net disturb me. Afways a quick learnmer I adroitly placed my five
mevable bed beards expertly te minimise the risk ef my bedy sagging where it sheuld nef
at all cests I did net fancy falling threugh en te the poer old kriegie % repesing in
+he bed pesitien belew me,this ceuld and did happen te ethers. Very early en during my
P.0.W existence 1 learnbtd te leok after my bedbeards,precieus items these,as various
wide beys theught nething ef "lifting" the edd bed beard er twe if they theught the
coast was elear. Of course they weuld then be used as fuel fer ceeking purpeses,yes
as far as my bed beards were cencerned 1 was X definitely ene hawk eyed kriegie.

when I first set foet inside barrack 16 A I really did net knew what te expect but
after a cursery glance areund I immediately theught "Bleedy hell,what a reugh lecking
dump,a real black hele this is",and I was seen te discever that almest ene hundred
and f ifty RAF beds shared the ene reem,which was the barrack hut,
The windews aleng the right hand side ef the hut were practically nen=existent w ith
little or ne glass left in them,pieces of sacking and plywood being used in lieu.
The cempesitien ef the walls with heles geuged aut here arid there looked to be a
cembinatien ef lathes,;straw and mud. In commen with the ether barracks in the cempound
hut 16 A was about thirty yards leng,and either ten er twelve yards wide,being singlc
storey with a flat roef. The ceiling was only a matter ef eighteen inches to two feet
abeve the level ef the tep bunk,so this eccupant had to be very careful when sitting
up or else the result would be a headache,yes it happened to me - during the early
stages. One half ef the é ntire interior space ef the barrack,which was in fact the
ik : Tl RN b whole of the left hand side was occupied by a tight~
=ly packed twe tier bunkm system fer sleeping accemedation. Space in the hut was at a
premium,a nd these shaky wooden structures we re greuped in blecks with only narrew

gangways .- . between , Kach bunk had a straw filled palliase placed ever five er
six woeden bed beards,. © +  «The middle bunk was situated seme three feet

abeve ground leve 1 with the top positien being a further three feet abeve. Life in
the top o B _ 3rguably a sight mere telerable than the one below,there being ne

danger ef anyecne falling through the spaced bed beards en tep ef yeu. @
Aftera short space of time one would tend %e ignere the sway ef the wooden framewors
but on the ether hand a distinct advantage was the availabilitym of ample light.
A top bunk eccupier,nevertheless had te be very careful curing his climb up te
reach his lefty perch.legically,he had to avoid soiling blankets etc belonging to
his middle bunk celleague,especially during wet,and wintry weather when muddy boots
were habitual,er he risked a barrage of verbal abuse from an irate kriegie.
The availability was present fer a ground floer bed pesitien if cenditiens warranted
such a meve,but erdinarily this space,devoid ef bed bemrds,and straw palliase, was
utilised fer accemedating personal belongings in either boxes er kit bags. Later en
during the latter part of 1943 these S ground floer bed positi®ns would be
put into use by the Germans,although only for a shert space of time.
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Two large rectangular pillars were positioned in the approximate
centre of the barrack hut,and these contained built in
stoves,which were rarely in use due to a shortage of the
appropiate fuel,coal briquettes. The hut furniture consisted of
& total of fifteen rough,wooden tables,and associated with them
were thirty long benches.This ensemble was in situ along the
entire right hand side .of the hut.Ten men were usually allocated
to each table or section for ration purposeg&ach such section
being numbered,with a nominated table leader in charge.This chap
had the unenviable task #f sharing out each daily issue of German
rations,such as they were.This daily stint called for an
unflappable nature,and nerves of steel,especially during the
cutting up.and sharing out of the bread ration. The black bread
ration for each table had to be scrupulously measured out,and
meticulously cut literally to the "Thou".The ten men or so
obviously insisted on their rightful share of this important
commodity, so the division of the bread was always a very
careful,and slow operation.The alternative was to spark off a
very heated argument between the respective table members. The
majority of each section were always present to witness the
ceremony,in order to make sure that justice would seem to have
been done.Nevertheless,it seemed there was always somebody who
had a gripe,the pangs of hunger was no respecter of persons.
Following the harrowing experience of being shot down,and
narrowly escaping by parachute to be the only crew
survivor,together with the following weeks of sclitary
confinement it was a pleasant change to be once again a part of
the aircrew camarderie even though it was now in entirely
different circumstances.All that was possible now was to talk
about it,and many a tale there was too,enough stories were on
hand to fill many a book.

Pilots,navigators,bomb aimers,flight engineers,Wop/Ags,and
straight Air gunners from different squadrons,and Groups, the
majority belonging to Bomber Command,all had diverse stories to
tell as to how they got the chop.Most had baled out from stricken
aircraft.a few came down in the "drink",some had crash
landed,and certainly all now had unlimited time to discuss every
aspect of their demise. However,as time passed by line shoots
eventually faded out as no further aircrew P.0O.W.'s arrived
henceforth,and instead numerous other varied topics were
discussed in length,but in general they were probably two or
three main subjects. During the hungry days it was invariably
FOOD,alternatively when Red Cross food parcels were on a regular
.basis it was sport,if there was a third choice it was probably
"ecrumpet"but now girls were just a memory existing only in
dreams,and the realms of fantasy.

During my early kriegie months I was always hungry,but one had to
make the best of things,which I did,and slowly settled in. I Kknew
quite a few of the lads from Bygone service days.,and quickly
became familiar with a host of new faces.After a period of
acclimatisation inside hut.-16 A,I moved from my initially
allocated table to associate myself with section 31 to share the
company of Jock Mcghie,"Jacko",Dave Johnstone,and messrs
Bailey,Green,Jock Browne,Bren,and Atkinson, a good set of lads.At
a later period,for whatever reason,l became table leader of this
section,enough said,the job was not exactly a labour of love.
During the year of 43 the. camp was well organised,the British
Camp Leader was Regimental Sergeant Major Sherriff,and the issue
of Red Cross food parcels was on a regular basis,which meant that
each kriegie received one parcel per week.This issue made up for
the large defincies in the German rations,and gave us a balanced

diet,and realistically'probably made all the difference between
life,and death.
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A British Red Cross food parcel consisfed mainly of the following
commodities - .

A small packet of Tea,Bar of chocolate,small tin of margarine,
Bar of sugar.Biscuits.small pot of Jam,Tin Condensed milk,

Tin pudding.Tin Vegetables,Tin of Meat and Veg,Small tin
Sardines,Small tin Cheese, ,and a bar of Soap. In addif. ion it was
usual to receive a weekly Red Cross allocation of fifty
cigarettes per man.Although the most common jssue was a British
parcel at various times we received similar parcels sent through
Red Cross channels from New Zealand,and Canada. The Canadian food
parcel was the most freguent issue after its British
counte1part.andtpersonally,I though it was by far the
best,certainly the most gatisfying.I would say that most other
P.0.W.s would agree with that assumption. British kriegies worked
in the Red Cross store under German jurisdiction,who.awkward as
ever punctured every tin in each food parcel before
distribution,therefore obviating hoarding for escape pPurposes.
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Apart frem the usual centents eof tinned meat, ,Spam,Salmen,Jam,Cheese,and Sugar the principal
items of particular nete in the Canadian parcel weére the large tin ef KITM pewdered milk,the
twelve large hard circular biscuits,and the packet ef raisins. The pewdered milk wa = ef
excellent gquality,rich tasting,and mixed really well with water.The biscuits were five er

six inches acress,and reck hard,but when seaked in water fer a peried of time weuld swell te
be half ae big again. The combinghién ef all these three ingredients,Klim milk,a ceuple ef
the . geaked biscuits ,and a cuantity ef raisins made fer a wheleseme,rich tasting
dieh which preved very pepular with all P.O0.W.'s . In the Kriegie vernacular it was knewn

as a Klim "glep",at least that is what I always called it, 2 cenglameratien ef seaked,breken
up biscuits,mixed Klim pewder ,and raisins stirred up well whilst in the precess ef heating up.

On such eccasiens after partaking ef a goodly pertien ef the finished cencectien at the one

and enly main meal of the day,usually timed du-ing the early evening, a werm glew weuld spread

threughsut my bedy. My stemach usually felt really blewn up,but at the same time a

comfertable feeling of cententment permeated enes system coupledwith a cempulsive desire te

ned eff. Witheut a deubt this was my faveurite meal whnilst in Gefangenenschaft ,it weuld

have been sacrilegeus en my part te carry en with these memeirs,znd ignere the laudative
gualities of the KIIM "glap".

At Lamsderf wm the reutine was twe Red Cress parcel issues per week,ene between twe men at
each issue,se for the mest part cembines were the erder eof the day. The mest pepular cembine
of ceurse, was @ tweseme,onesself and mate,but larger cembines existed seme of which censisted
ef feur chaps,and seme were in even larger numbers theugh these were in the mineriaty.

These partnerships beth small and large frequently changed due te petty cuarrels,and
disagreements eften over the general sharing eut of the varieus feed items.

Fach barrack in eur RAF Cempeund had its ewn "3rew King",2 mest impertant pest in eur F.C.V.
envirenment ,his title surely needs ne explanatien. Everybedy,and I mean just that, gave up
theirz small packet ef Tea fer this cemmunal brew of "reszie" which,ne deubt abeut it, helped
te keep us going threugheut the leng days ,and menths ef F.C.W. existence.
The "Brew King's" jeb was almest a full time labeur ef leve,as ingenieusly he beret as many
brews te the beil as he ceuld pessibly manage during each day. His expertise was beyend deubt
and it was really amazing hew many brews he managed te accemplish in any ene day,the minimum
was three,but I can recall our expert perferming the ultimate ene winters dayduring 43/44
when we imbibed five brews at varieus intervals threugheut the day. A netewevthy achievement
when it must be realised that the steck ef Tea had te last eut the week,and the previsien ef
fuel for the fire was anether questien. The stenterian cry ef "Brew Up" frem the depths ef the
barrack was . the signal fer a frenzied dash by ene and all fer individual
~ Stalag made tin cups,and a geed pesitien in the guickly ferming gueue =s we all lined
up in anticipatien aleng the length of the barrack reem.
The "Brew King's" werking mscene was in the wash heuse between the barracks,where an eld
fashiened "cepper" was installed with a fire grate underneath. The fuel used fer the fire was
weed which was ebtained by eurselves en erganised "Weed parties" in the surreunding pine weeds
adjacent te the Stalag, I was a2 werking membdr on cuite a few Weed parties during my stay,which
of ceurse,were carried eut with the permissien eof the Germans, A large cart was always
previded en these excurciens inte the nearby weeds which was hauled aleng manually by a team
of six Kriegies inevitably flanked by seweral armed guards.,
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Wood party work,which was on a volunteer basis,was carried out during both
summer.and winter months,from a personal point of view each outing was a pleasant .
change from the general boredom,and lethargy of normal prison camp daily routine.
It was great to leave the barbed wire behind,and really exhilirating to
breathe in deeply and savour the fresh country air,but it was no picnic we had
work to do all 1n a good cause though. I really enjoyed the silence of the wooded
country surroundlngv even during the freering cold,and snowy Silesian
winters,which were really bloody cold being well below zero.True to form our wood
party squads were always searched.and ‘counted both on leaving ..,and re- entering
the main camp gates.¥hilst we were busy cutting down,and amalgamating our piles
‘of branches,and small timber,we always had a ring of guards around our small
partv.and finally at the end of the day they would steadfastly check the area
before we left the forest so escape was not a very practicable idea from a
success point of view. In any case it was a remote spot especially in the subzero
winter conditions with no food available so it wag hardly feasible. The large
pile of wood which we periodically collected was used almost exclusively for tea
brewing up purposes,and in this connection there was no doubt that our "Brew
King™ was worth his weight in gold.He really looked after our welfare,a few
cuppas per day undoubtedly kept up our spirits.
The daily German rations were brought up from the main camp cookhouse which was
sited a few hundred yards down the road from our compound.Early morning breakfast
consisted only of a cup of ersatz mint tea,brought from the cookhouse into the
barrack by two of our lads immediately after the morning roll call.Each barrack
brought their own allocation,which was contained in a metal dustbin like
receptgf carried on two wooden supports. Being a new boy,and not having a tin
Cup as (these were all fashioned from Red Cross food tins) I had to borrow one
initially,and for the first few weeks or so 1 drank my ration,it was really
awful ,but warm and wet.After a time I fell in with the rest of the old
stagers,and used my ration ..of mint tea for shaving purpeses,blunt blade or no.
0f course daily shaving was not a common occurence,and many kriegies had
grown,or or were in the process on growing a beard.
Between eleven am,and twelve noon was soup issue time,this was usually Swede,
which on all occasions was the same old concotion of hot water with a few swede
chunks floating about on the surface. New boys like me scoffed it immediately
with obvious relish,at that period my stomach had not yet adjusted to == P.O.W.
conditions.but it certainly would in time,and sc shrink somewhat. I would then be
on a par with m=th the old lags,able to eke out the food rations more easily,in
my early days ,naturally,] was always hungry. The midday soup ration varied over
the week,sometines it was either Sauerkraut,ersatz "wood" soup,spinach,pea or
millet. On only dﬁhipccasion can I recall there being any meat mixed in with the
German soup ration,and that was horse meat.
The midday soup ration was brought up from the cookhouse in the same dustbin type
receptacle as the early morning mint tealbeing transported in exactly the same
way by two of my barrack inmates,who on entering the confines of our barrack
hut would iderfify their presence with the shout of “Soup Up" .Naturally one
was always on the premises at at this appropiate time,when everybody lined up in
table order with dixies at the ready. Some ceonsumed their helping of soup right
awaywhile others kept kept their ration for later use to blend it with other
edible items from their Red Cross parcels when they cooked ‘the main and only meal
of the day,usually carried out between four,and six pm. During the early
afternoon the "kartoffels" (potatoes) arrived, to be shared out by respective
table leaders, Each individual share usally amounted to four pdﬁtoeq these had
formerly been cooked in their skins.
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During the winter months the potatoes were invariably bad or in poor condition

and as in the daily bread share out the customary table audience was present to

pass judgement if need be,among these onlockers there was always a guy who

thought someone else had received a bigger share than him. Yes,the table leaders

Jjob could prove rather exasperating at times,and to think 1 allowed mvself to

take on such a chore at a later date.Still I was a phlegmatic character during

. -those days,I must have been to take on such a thankless job.

The final act in the daily routine concerning the issue of German rations was

the arrival of the barrack bread rations, under the experienced control of the

compound "Bread King'.,and his team of assistants,the duty bread carriers. Each

of qyr eight barrack huts had their own bread carriers,who usually sprang to the

forggt or around 1430 hours when they quickly responded to their leader's

stentorian verbal request of "Bread carriers at the pate'. Very soon afterwards
the party would return with a load of large black loaves for each barrack hut.

Inside each hut the loaves were rationed out to each table on the basis of one

eighth of a loaf per man.Once again each table leader would spring into

action,knife at the ready,on each table they were at least ten shares.¥When I

performed the job later on!I usually made use of a home made implement marked

in sections for measuring each ration when cutting up the loaf.Nevertheless,k the

the procedure of sharing out the bread ration was always closely scrutinised,and

whether they were your mates or not more arguments erupted over the dail y bread

;hare out than anything else,probably because this commodity was the most

important item of the German rations. The bread was not actually black in colour

being more of a very darkish brown,it was very wholesome - '
containing quite a portion of potato.and sawdust, but in spite Of that 1 found

the bread quite palatable,and even developed a liking for it.When fried with a

. .couple of slices of Canadian Spam the combination was delicous.
Many of the lads disposed of their daily bread ration in one foul swoop,an easy
accomplishment as one ration consisted of only a few slices,but the majority had

‘only a slice or two with their one,and only main evening concoction,whatever

it wag,and kept the remaining one or two slices for the following morning brew
of tea.Ekeing out the contents of a Red Cross food parcel in order to last out
the whole week was a work of art which most combines strictly adhered to,but there
was alwavs some kriegies lacking somewhat in the will power stakes,and these lads
invariably saw the parcel off within the space of a few days

In the main | have described the content of the very sparse German rations we

received on a daily basis,but occasionally we received odd.periodic issues of

commodities which were all ersatz products,such as margarine made from coal,
turnip jam,and some evil smelling fish cheese which was quite slimy. One had to be
really desperately hungry to consume this "delicacy",but in my early kriegie days

I must confess to succumbing to temptation: gquite frequently.at least Untileyﬁfgwoe

stomach eventually came to terms with the stark reality of prisoner of war S .

and contracted somewhat.

Apart from the small ration of bread,swede and pea soup,and the ropey potatoes
nearly everything else was ersatz(substitute). To give the Germans due
credit they ingenously turned out all sorts of products from such items as

coal,and wood for edible purposes,but while we were in receipt of a regular weekly

Red Cross food parcel most of these ersatz products were given the cold shoulder

though later on during the winter of 44/45 it would be a different story. !
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- aonnected -with t he Berlin police ? had he been some sort

vy,
. ..

I cap recall ene.summer day seeing "Ukraine Joe"

- barrack huts.His quarry was rumming pell-mell at
. @veid other POW's with Jee in het purs

y Rt e el gt e T a—
¥ ViR g oiis 2

" firing spésmodicaily as,red ef face,he co

i F , been
i Vi that witheut the Red Cress foed parcela-we ?ould have.
?thf°es.¥;ﬁh°“iv2§%§§§ creek witheut a paddle,snd that is putting it mildly,in fact
iy gg havepzeen en a par with civilian cencmentratien camp inmates. . .
;z wu: true thBat eur German capters did net keep to the Geneva Cenventien in respect
wWe

i i i foed and clething rroviding only
i ipations regarding . the 1issue of . i
o Mg ozliggions but ne clething at all. 1 aleng with my other cuﬁtemparles was
;iiﬁizzgriith a pair'of . . . service issue boots,greatceat,and eother necessary

clething items all ef which had been sent frem the U.K. threugh the Internatienal Red
Cress Organisatien at Geneva.

The RAF Cempeund at Lamsdorf was a seperate entity,being & unit in itself,and was

well erganised with eur own Cempound Leaderj,Interpreter, -each ef the eight barrack

: i f a high erder,and varieuf
i their own elected cemmander. Cleanliness was u_
Euzée:a:iifcateglwere shared .The cemradeship was generally fl?st class,and the whole
| ummound membership worked as a team,it was a large ene,but wltheut-doubt :; a close
;; Enit eutfit. The phrase "One for all amd all fer ene" seems to fit the bill

" especially where the Germans were cencerned.

i e of our cempound was a2 burly Wehrmacht Unteroffizier by the
TiZmze:?aEugégig:bt: :??rfhe lads in blue knew him asa kargine Jee" .1 was aware that
he was a hard case,altheugh the lenger term RAF kriegies in the cempeund wcu?d ne
doeubt enlarge on that expressien and say he was a preper hastard..I should think Jee
"was then in his ferties,when I arrived en the scene he had been in ch?rge el our RAF
centingent fer quite some time.It was said that he had formerly b?en in charge .f'the
nStrafe Lager" (punishment bleck) at Lamsderf ?here he had made his teugh reputation.
The Stalag Kemmandant ,ne doubt,theught he was just the man needed te keep the RAF let
in check as we,aleng with the "Dieppe" Canadian Army PDW'§ were the acknaFledged ba@ ’
lads ef the camp,enly in the German eyes,ef course. "Ukrainhe Jee" never missed a trie
he was very shrewd,had a very goed eye: foer a face,and had plcke% uprg sma%l amouyt
of English,he would always start eff with the same small phrase "Ah,Mister" when

confrenting a RAF kriégie.There was no doubt he had a dubious past,and various

~¢elourful steries were abreard concerning those bygone days. Had he been previously

of assassin ? I do neot thirk
or not I certainly did not,
»1 knew from experience that Jo¢
«During the a ction packed minutes before

anybody really knew whether all the stories were correct
He was also alleged to have shot a couple of kriegies
was very handy with his side arm gun butt

morning roll call in ‘their attempts to get us all outside en Paradel"Ukri‘ine Jee",

and his side kick,a Gefreiter, used their pistel gun butts regularly,and indiscrimate
-1y in their frantic -endeavours te clear the barrack huts. This habitual early mornin:
event was always an uprearious eccasion in our compound ,consequently a great length e

time usually elapsed befere all sur eight barrack complement had fermed up in hut
order ready te be counted.

chasing a kriegie through ene of eur

3 the same time sverving violently te
wit. The German Untereffizier gun in hand was

Ly it frded  his hunt
other innecent krie gies in the immediate vieinity,withoeut shewing much surprise,
scattered in all directions‘ some diving for cever to avoid-the line of fire,and the
odd bullet. The uneven contest carried on as the chase progressed through ether of
our barrack huts,but I cannot recall how it finished up,ai the time I discreetly kept
eut of the way,it was net prudent to get invelved s

I should think "Ukraine Jee's" ween bullets were flying about.
shou

name was pencilled in the black boek fer retribution
when the war came te its clese,and in fact I heard

en the pest war grapevine that he
had been taken prisener in the Western theatre of operatiens befere the cessation ef
hestilities. The knowledge of his subsequent fate still eludes me,but I hepe it was
something drastic.. ) : :

-

oAt thé'same'time'many



'ALLes

The Germans called twe "Appels" (rell calls) each day with the early merning par?de being
held at seven am. Our barrack cemmander was always te the fere,and w9uld leave his cubby
hele at the top end ef the barrack seme minutes befere zere heur,stride dou-m thenlength

of the hut shouting "Outside en Parade",and then retrace.his steps te continue his vecal
persuasive fele.On these eccasiens his was a fruitless job,he usually obtained.little
respense.The majerity ef the barrack eccupants were ever reluctant te leave their bunks,

it was the same in a2ll the nther;parrackn huts thréughbut our cempeund, .

The Cerman Untereffizier "UkraineJee",and his lesser minions weuld then be in actien chashg
threugh the barracks sheuting,2 nd screaming "Aufstehen" Aufstehen" i@?rmingled with "Raus’
®Raus",litterally frething at the meuth.At the same time their pistel gun butts were in
censtant actien being aimed & t the heads,and shoulders ef scrambling hastily attired
airmen as they belatedly attempted all manner ef evasive actiémm,ducking and swaying to
avoid the blews.The nearest exit te the parade greund was the aim.Amidst the general

pe ndemenium various kriegies struggled in their att® mpts te climb through the
sacking draped windews ¢én erder to get out ente the parade ground,ethers continued te
stream through the main doer ef the barrack hut. Several of the hastily attired lads
managed te throw on their greatceats to cover sleeping garments before diving headlong
through other of the windews,it was indeed fortunate that the great majority ef these _
were devoid of glass. Yes.the early merning roll call in the RAF cempound was always a n
uproarious eccasioen.l must admitdthat although I was never an early riser,my ... . morning
"Appel" appearance was always we 11 timed teo set foot cutside m by zero hour,so I cannot
lay claim to any spectacular diving exits through windews.,

Desvite all manner of threats,reprisals,and gun butt blews our compound was always the
last bleck in the Stalag te be counted.The whole of the Army blocks were out en parade,
counted,and dismissed leng before we . : were suitably lined up in barrack formation.

On frequent occasions greups of Army kriegies,taking an early stroll,having completed
their early roll call,would step on the road outside our lecked up compeund,and view our
capers with great amusement.Howeveryl did not think that their ewtward demeanour reflected
their true thoughts, the Army way of looking at things was totally different to our outlook
This state of events happened frequently in our compound,but never at any time did we
knuckle down to the harsh discipline,despite all the many German reprisals. These counter
measures were often in action,the most favoured by our captors was the locking,and closing
of our compound for varipus lengths of time,thus confining all to barracks. With the gater
permanently locked during these periods nobody could get either in or out of our block,
the enly exceptions being the receiving,and collecting of the daily rations.

Other pﬁ%ileges were forfeited,while another regular punishment,readily,and frequently
administered, was the retention of our entire RAF contingent on the parade ground.
Follewing the early morning roll call we would be kept standing,in barrack formation,for
hours on end surrounded by a host of ar med guards.These guards belonged to a special unit,
which we knew as the "Stalag Watch",not 1o be classed with the normal prison guards who
regularly patrolled our barracks during the day.This body of we 11 armed itrouble shooters
had itechy triggé r fingers ,we re somekthat unstable,and naturally not too pleased to be
kept standing about for hours without administering a more stringent type of punishment.
Such was their frame of mind that it took only a small degree of provocation for them to
go right off the deep end. Looking back it never cegses to amaze me how they toock so much
frem us RAF kriegies without shooting a few. I must say that at times it got very,very
close to that despite our Compeund ILeader's constant vocal warnings to cool it, The Germans
could never understand our sense of humour,and in many cases our“sheer cheek in adverse
circumstamces.
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The Kaz i media called us "Luftgangsters" er "Terrorfliegers”,but the Cerman servicemen had
a lot of respect for our general attitude,and never say die spirit even if they hated ouk guts
The late afterneen "Apell" happened around five pm,and did neot present the gdame difficulties
to Ukraine Jee ,and his assistaat as in the early merning,and the meticulous counting of each
barrack's nmumbers usually went off witheut any undue mishaps. When eur cempound was not clesed
it was pessible teo visit ,and wander through ether cempeunds vie the camp roads,and centact the
different eccupants,they were many differeni natienalities in this barbed wire city of .
Iamsderf, The main idea was in reality a search amongst the many Army lads to see if I
could spot a face from the past. I found just that in the person ef a member of the Duke of
Wellingxten's Light Infantry - whe hailed frem my home town of StecktenenTees,and whom I had }
known in my school days when he had been a goed seccer playerm, His AArmy eppo I did not lmnew
»but irenically T bumperd into him a few years after the war ended in leicester,which just
goes to prove its a small world after all,
Mail froﬁ home naturally was one eof the highlights of P.C.VW, life,and when the barrack commanded
strolled eut into the centre of things,and shouted "Mail up" the normal noisy atmosphere of
the hut ceased temporarily,he would then be surrounded imvediately within a ring of Jostling
kriegies with their ears tuned in to his frequency,easgerly anticipating,and hoping that their
names would be called out, Seme would be lucky,and for ._ . :ethers their turn would rrobably
arrive next time.. Most of the RAF mail did net come direct,but arrived via Stalag Luft 3,Sagan.
»and conseguently took a bit longer than usual to arrive at Lamsdorf. The reason for this all
hinged en the RAF cennetations apertaining to the address on the letter i.e. rank ef Flight Sgf
or anything else eignifying RAF meant that ¥h any such letier would ge through Luftwaffe
channels,and end up at Luft 3 at Sagan. Frem a P.0.W. peint of view we were rationed as far
as writing home was concerned,and were allewed te write and send enly ene letter card,and four
pestacards per menth,l think that was the quota. Threugh the auspices ef the Red Cross Crganig-
—-ation a personal parcel with a certain limit of weight could be sent from home ence every
three months,these were eaperly anticipated by myself,and all and sundry. Apart from persenal
clothing items most used to contain several pounds of checelate,which,of course,was specially
Perromal A ovcelo
requested ., Theseﬁ* geod propogandad,the Cermans,whose job it was to open these parcels on
entry inte Stalag 8 B,must have shewed their chagrin,while examlnlng the conte nts,and
2 t the same time must have been green with envy,they hardly wan Su%chP any chocolate in their
own wartime environment, It was the same with our personal cigareite parcels from home ,the
poor old Jerries had a cigaretie ration of enly five per day. It ig fitting to =ay that
¢igarettes were the camp currency,and one never went hungr y if one had bags ef the noxious
weed, I never was in that categoery,in fact relatively peer,but Home kriegies had abundant
stocks,and they were all Canadians in our compeund ;a few of which lived in my barrack 16 A .
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when I arrived in the Stalag in April 1943 the entire cemplement of % ?lflg.gug.mpound ¥aien
tetalled IVEn CWE thousand were handcuffed threugheut each day. Thisﬂprocedure had been in
eperation quite a few menths being the result of G erman reprisalas in cennectien with happeninﬁ
-8 during the Dieppe raid which teek place en the 19th August,1942, The German High Cemmand he
alleged that the Allied landing ferce had i1l treated seme Cerman priseners of war by binding
their hands behind their backs,and in censeguence they issued erders that seme P.0.W.'s

were te be put in chains by way ef reprisal,but at first twine er string was used until

chainsg became available. RAF aircrew per=zennel were costly,highly trained individuals,

& nd ebviously the Germans leakiﬁpsn us as special cases for strict treatment,and in this
respect the RAF men at Lamsderf were singled eut to carry the can. When it all started the

RAT kriegies at Stalag 8B had their hande tied with Red Cress siring by the guards,seme tight}h
seme leosely which must have made things bleedy awkward ,especially when rerforming the
necessary functiens.The daily peried in questien was frem eight in the rerning till seven

Pn in the evening,and the string reutine must have been guite a caper. The old lags who were

involved were net amiss in shoeting the eodd line abeut their experiences during this hectic

Per ied te lads like me whe were net present at the time..Shertly afterwards hewever chains
were intreduced,and these in fact were Gestape handcuffs which were divided by a leng chain
abeut . .1 eighteen inches in length which enabled me te put my hands in my pockets whilet
wearing the cuffs., By the time I had arrived in the Cempeund the handcuffs had becene a
formelity,and part ef the daily routine. German guards breught,and df&ribuﬁed the renuisite
number ef handooffs after early merning roll call ustally areund eipht am te eur barrack
16 A.ythe same routine was carried out in the other seven barracks in eour cempound,

Everybedy lined up fer the snapping on ef the handcuffs,the German erder was 1o wear them
Continously throughout the day under the - threat ef punishment ., Guards passed through eur
barracks at re@ular intervals threughout the dzy fer ebvious reasoné;and,outﬁﬁde on the camp
Toads it was the same story,if a blue uniformed RAF type was observed minus his manacles it wag
the German Vorlager fer the culprit where he would spend the rest of the day standing rigidly
to attentien facing the barbed wire fencelwith a guard behind him rifle butt at +he ready if
the lad faltered or moved. Whers theres 2 ... will theres a way,and it did not take leong to
find a selution., YWE clever airman found out that he could unleck the handeuffs,with of all
things, a sardine tin key,once agair ithe Red Cross had turned up trumps. Discreetly the news wug
Pasced on by word of mouth,and the sazrdine tin keys were sgon in great demand,a must Tor the

a

i~men's pocket. Prom then on we ook our chances,especially in the barracks,and dircarded our

maracles whenever possible,but kert them handy for instznt use. Lookoats were posted

strategically,and the shout went up when guards were in the vicirity.
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During the nightly peried after lights eut eur Cempeund,and the adjacemt camp reads were
patrelled by guards whe were accempanied by traimed degs usually German shepkerds er Debermans.
Tnside the eempsumds the guardsweuld them let the degs off the leagh.
During this peried ef time whenr the cempeurd gates were clesed amd lecked up it was
ferbidden te leave sur respective barrack huts,therefdre the main outside latrime,known
eolloquially as _ "The Forty Hele r" was efficially eut ef beumds,and ceuld net be
used, The might replacement latrime of serts was a large weedem tub abeut three feet im
circumferenee and about twe feet aix inches im height, ene such tub was allecated te each
of our huts. Tmside my barraeck hut 16 4 it was mermally placed im an alceve mear the entrance
door. Imevitably with the German ratiems being more or less of a liquid cemtent, aided and
abeted by eur usual daily brews ef Tea meant that imvariably the tub was everflewing wé 11
befere the early mermimg rell eall. Threugheut tke night a seemingly endless processior eof ]
bleary eyed,half asleep kriegies shuffled their weury way alemg the lergth ef the barrack hut
te smswer the umaveidable eall of mature., Witk abeut eme hundred amd fifty hut residemts the
bleedy tub was always full ie the brim,amd regularly everflowed resulting im an evil smelling
hell,ef a mees which extemi:i seme distance aroumd the tub. Obvieusly we kriegies had the
unervisble jeb ef cleaning up the mess,and emptyimg the tub each merming, = . ' which was
always an herculeam task meeding twe or mere beds. I teek part im this exercise mere than a

(-few times ,and when doing se my beets,amd treusers were always sedden with excess urine,

" but everybedy teek their turm at this jeb em & reta basif. :

Az far as the Germams were cemcermed RAF aircrew kriegies were umcoepevative and bleody mimded
znd this meant that quite a let igmered the imukx"Jerry imstructioms,and chanced their Iluck
during the night te visit the eoutside "40 Heler" _ in erder te relieve themselves
Te achieve thim,ef eeurse,meant lezvimg by exe ef the barrack kut windews,amd cevering abeut
fifty te seventy yards at the gallep. Seme succeeded inr making beth jeurmeys without amy mishap
but altermatively seme hit treuble durimg the re turm jeurmey,and enly managed te make it by
the gkin ef their teeth with a final despairing leap or a headlemg dive through the wirdews
just escapimg the jaws of a rapidly advamcinmg fierce heumd., It was imdeed fertumate for us that
almest all the hut windews were deveid ef glass,sackimg being the substitute,but all the lads
were awvare of this as they made their effertg,but it was still a dangereus pastime.
The meterious but primitive "40 Heler " was situated em the far side of eur cempeund,ard served
the needs ef eur emtire RAT cemplement., It wam esgentially a emallish buildimg built areund,
end ever g pit. Imside the (iL-infLimgplace was a raised weeden platferm just ever eiphteen
inches abeve the fleosr level witk ferty ~ . . eircular heles en the eutside ef a msquare ever
whieh I and the ether RAF kriegie= could depesit Oufl. pesteriers. All the circular helem were
abeve a e ight to ten feet deep pit which was imfested by large evil leekimg black rats whe
esuld climb part ef the brick walls ef the pit. The utmost care was essehhial in perferming

("_ the main eall ef mature,and witheut exaggeratiem the usual practiwve,I eamemphatically

'~ wveuch fer this frem persemal experiemce, was te cup emes private partis pretectively

with eme hamd ethe rwise it was pessible that I er amy ether kriegie might have emded up
singing that eld RAF airerew ballad " Ne balls at allietc".
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In peint of fact there was a popular stery which cencerned the perils ef the "Z0"
heler,a nd this tale had circvlated far znd wide within the corfines ef eur cerpeunc

Te mary it may seer te be a tall stery,but I had heerd it myself frer several seurces
se it ean be szid te be well feunded, | “ . 1t cencerns the

* tribulatien ef ene prer eld RAF kriegie whe was ezid te have suffered the fzte T

have previensly mentiened.In.a visit te the "40" heler he failed te ebrerve the ene

handed safety reutine,and paid the penalty. The unfertunate airman had te undertaie
whet was a lenz walk frem eur cempeund dewn te the Lazarette (hespital) with a lzrge
black rat,tee th inserted, hanging frem his testicles. vhether the horribje rsdent

wae dead er etherwise 1 cannet say,and nel being an eye witness I alse carnet veuch
fer the aumthenticity ef the stery. On tne cther hand 1 can truthfully verify that such
an incidemt ceuld definitely have eccurred ta any cereless individual,there whs ne
deubt ebout that. I ertainly pretected mycelf in the prescribed manner during every

jeit te perferm the main call ef nature. 1 ceuld leek dewn threugh any ef the ferty
helee,2nd plainly see the bleedy rats crawling zreund the walls ef the pit,
In ery case the "Ferty Heler" was a vile,evil smelling building, the stench was with us
censtantly,being particularly vile,and pungent during the het summer menths,it was 2
ceituatien I and everybedy else became accustened te.,
The Germzns drzined the pit periedically with the 2id ef a civilian attendant,and his
cenveyance, N & weedan cigar shaped receptzcle en wheels vwhich was heree drawn.
The attendant used & hand pump tec extrazct the excrement threuch 2 pipe irte the tep
enening of the weeden cigar shaped barrel. Several irips were alweys necersary te emdty
the lorge pit,and the stench becare even wrrse zs guite an aneunt wee £pilled Curing

each eperatisen. The rreduce was used as & fertiliser,and as such was spread ever the
fields adjacent te ihe Stalag which meant that the unwhelesere smell was ever presernt
Yeirs beth inside ,and eutside the prisen camp,it was net exactly ezene like in

its permeatiensa.
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with the =ardire tin key readily available the risks were vell werth taking,although a few

were caught im the act imcluding myself,and in cemmenr with the ethers I spent six hours with

my mese confromting the barbed wire imside the German Vorlager,with a member of the Wehrmacht
breathing dewn my mgck rifle putt ready for action.During the summer of 43 the handcuffs proced-
—ure had mow reached the farcical =tage fer all comcermed,but eme day the 1id blew off,and the
whele sceme erupted.lt was my barrack hut 16 A that was inv@éved in what turned out to be a
very masty sitvation jndeed, The Cermans 2lleged that verieus unimewm immates of our barrack

nut had sabetzged se¥e ra 1 mets of handcuffs allecated te us,and demanded that =ix ef us
sheuld =tep ferward ,amd accept the blame .The conseguences beirg a charge cf sabotage, a trial
,and pessibly a term in a civvy jaile Omce jmcarearated in such circumstenees meant that eme

ecould lese F.OaW. status,and the risk of permanent disarpearance from the mscene,it
kad happened befere.
Our barrack cemmarde T assisted by eur oOwWR "Delmetscher" (Interpreter),refused te

ecomply with the German s demands,and cemseqemtly the balleen wemt up .The Stalag watch
(German Verlager sterm treeps) were called out at the dsuble ,and very soeRn arrived irn eur
cempound fully armed with automatic weapens at the ready . Guttural cenmands were bawled eut
as they streamed inte our barrack te usceremeniously herd our entire complement outside en
te the parade groumd. The compound gates were clesed and lecked as I and ever & hundred ef
my hut celleagues stcod im lime in the centre of the epen part of the compsund. At this poeint
we were emtirely surreunded by armed grim faced German meldiers,inevitably first of all we
. were coumted,always the opening gambit. The German officer inm charge was strutting abeut the
parade ground prandishing his Walther pistol,at the same time aiming a volume of ]
sbuse at our immobile barrack compleme nt,all de livered in his own inimatable
gesticulative manmer.The veins on his forehead were really s tanding out,he was
now really worked up literally frothing at the mouth,and appeared to be right
on the brink,one little push would have sent nim right over the top.His less er
minions took a leaf out of his book,and started to act in the game manner,it was
nothing new we had seen it all befeore.
Toth our barrack commander yand RAF compound leader,who was NOwW present yurged us
211 to keep our cool,and not to rock the boat during this critical situation.
This was,obviously,good sdvice as our German entourage were worked up to such
2 trigger heppy state that they needed little or no excuse to commence firing.
This tenese confrontaticn continued throughout the afternoon,and as the hours
slowly passed by our tired legs stood the stirain as we shuffled from one leg to
arnother not attempting & great deal of movement .The many German guards,gun butts
at the ready,were breathing down our necks itching to go inte action,we had to
be careful not to supply +them with any sort of motive.
Ve were kept standing on the parade ground throughout the remainder of the day,
and as the time relentlessly rolled by the Germans slowly simmered down somewhat,
At spasmodic imtervals during the afternoon the Cerman officer,our Compound
ILeader,barrack commander,and Interpreter had been hotly engaged in conversation.
Apparently our custodia ns still izt insisted on the surrender of hostages,
we had told them initially that it w as either the whole barrack complement or
nothing at all,there would be no victimisation of irdividuals.Our Compound
representatives stood firm on tlis issue.
Tt was early evening before the tense situation became more or less normal.
Somehow the very prolonged negotiations were eventually concluded to our
satisfaction,we had got away with it ,nobody “carried the can",and we Wwere
s1lowed to return to our barrack hut ,thankfully without any casualties.
Very soon o fter this episode,l recall i1 whas during either the months of
August or September,the handcuffs suddenly disappes red from the scene
permanently. On reflection 1 would venture to say that the Germans at Lamsdorf
were ag relieved as We cccupants of the HAF Compound ,probably more 80,when
the order arrived from berlin for the cess ation of the handcuff farce.
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By the 4 utumn ef 1943 the Lamsder{ camp was prebably better erganksed than ever
before especially the camp scheel,which accemedated a wide variety ef different
subjects, I tried my hand at German lessens with a far eff idea ef "swepping ever",
but the grammar defeated me,and strangely for me,feund I had net the patience
fer studying,se that wa s that. y
Qur ewn camp newspapéﬁifarticles of which we re pinned up en a wall inside the gcheel
preved very interesting,and I was invelved at ene time te write up oene er twe feetbal
match reperts fer it. The Germans issued the Ir ewn newspaper for F.0.W.'s which was
e ntitled "The Camp". This was a small effert cemyrising abeut feur pages in all,and
was usually Ileaded with artful prepamganda ,and well chesen articles frem eur heime
newspapers,sush as news abeut strikes etc, As far as I was concermed cepieas of
"The Camp" came in very handy fer use as "bum fedder'" .
A camp theatre was alse in eperatiem,and many plays,revues ete were preduced which
preved te be very pepular,even tea the Germans,a few ef which were always in attendante
at these ahewings, a fellew hnp/ig frem eur Cempeund was ene ef the leading acters,
It was amazing what went - on under cever in the camp,. there was even
an assertment eof heme made stills where "jungle juice" was brewed secretly using
varieus ingredients such as petate peelings,dried fruit frem feed parcels,and beet
pelish. The end preduct was really petent,best left alene,ssmething similiar te
drinking meths,the cencectien really deadened the pemses . I never had the eppertunity
te censume any Stalag made "jungle juice",but I had seen what effect it had en the
individual,and I weuld net have sampled any fer all the tea in China.

During this peried life wae mere er less telerable with a regular supply ef Red Cres:
parcels being issued,and in censequence a varied selectien eof camp "racketeers" was
new very much in evidence. ... . Several ef them ran "swep sheps",and ef ceurse
cigarettes were used fer the purchase of the varieus items that were en sale,seme of
which were tins ef feed frem Red Cress feed parcels. As a Kriegie if yeu were lucky
eneugh te pessess a steck ef cigarettes yeu ceuld certainly live pretty well,

The Canadian= in eur cempeund were in this categowy,they seemed te have mere cigs
than anyene else,for the fellewing reasens. Their cigarette parcels sent frem Canada
wwre mammeth in cemparisen,justx ene parrel centained ne lese than ene theusand fags
which were mainly Macdenalds in packets ef twentyfive, THEE yere gz good smeke, These
parcels gent frem their hemes,and friencs seemed te arrive mere ouickly,and freguentl
than surs frem the U.K.,they must surely have had a geed reute in transit. If I‘s-und
envieus,l blesdy well was at the time,the Canucks in eur hut had such a large steck
of cigarettes in their pessessien that they had te precure and use leckazhle weeden
bexes eor trunks te safeguard their wares. These "treasure chests' hidden underneath
the respective owner's bunks centained,in seme cases, several theusand cigarettes.

What bargaining pPewer the Canddians pessessed,it is little wender these lads were
never hungry. Such lucky individuals ca@uld zfferd te bujbread,and ether variesus en
scle items frem the racketeers and Swep Sheps. 1n the general scheme eof things a

leaf ef ° bread was usually ebtainable via the racketeers,and the edd German

guard the price being fif ty cigareties per leaf, The peer English céusins,like
myself, were never in the same beat,in almest twe years eof F.C.W. existence T enly
received feur cigareties parcels frem heme,each ef which centzined twe hundred

Players,that ameunt seemed te be . the nerm fer cne cigareite parcel sent frem the
U.K. » ‘



The moral of that story must mean thut a kriegie lived we 11 as long hS,EE hzd & "bank" of the
noxious weed,with the majority just struggling along normally.Cn the othHe r ha?& the Germans
on their miseradble pittance of five cigarettes per duy must have scratched their heads,and
wondered at our apparent liritless ressurces,on the visible face of things how cculd they
Possibly win the war . ‘

™he populetion of this barbed wire mctropolis which was Stalag 8 B was mxde up of rany
naticnzlities,although the majority were British others inclucded Caznadians iuscics,lew
7ealande rs,South Africans,Indians,Sikhs,}alestinians,Cypriots,and 21l these included
prisoners from all wzlks of life. lost were :average: priscrers,but there was a sprinkling of
wide boysy - racketeers,and they was even & Gorbals type Taz0r gang who had gquite z few
corpounds,and the cookhouse in the palm of their hands.Qne night this geng, for whatever reason
happened to be in our Compound ,and attempted tc intindidate our barrack hut 16 4 ,but came off
ceccnd best. They could not have known very ruch about us RAF types,or they . * never would
have ricked attempting any rcugh stuff. Tt all hzjpened during = normal averzge night in our
berreck hut. Some inmates were at their tebles playing bridge while others were siretched cut
or their bunks meditzting or rezding uwntil the coumetion started just after rnine pm.

Seven or eight '"brown" jobs entered our hut coning *in from the adjecining hut 16 B to
stegger aleng the open space between the line of o tables,andrgiéeping wecompdation. It was

ckvious tc &)l concerned that this bunch were uncer the influence of Stalag meae "Jungle Juice™:
e they shuffled ulong shouting,sirging but «lso «cting in an antaefonistic feashion,in short
mzking & bloody nuisance. of themselves. We never stccd fer any eof this nonsense,uend sure enough
ar inoident cecurred vhich resulted in one of the intruders being knocked out,cceringly
unconscious,he wos dead tc the worlé. Cne of my berrcck nztes a trifle crneysd at treir
rusrecicus anticsthad wceremcnicusly dealt oul swift :etributicn, =z right cross tc the chin,
The drocping razer gang luddie out o the wide was then caerried into cur barreck coirander's
cuthy hele at the top end of cur hut t¢ be lzid en cne of the burks. (wing to his deadened
cences due sclely to the combined effe cts of the blow,und the potency of the cercecion he had
beer imbibing the Army lad rail ed to reguin concciousnese,he ultimetely srent the rerainder of

the

right in our barrack hut. ieanwhile the renainder of the geng,whe in the interim had been

utterifig threats galore,summoned their leader who duly arrived with a great flourish some
thirty minutes after the incident.ne locked a very insignificant sort of chap to me,and
when he took the stage his performance was both comical,and pathetic as we witneessed his
dramatics. Standing close by I found it difficult to suppress my mirth,obvicusly the gang
leader really thought he was Jimmy Cagney as he commenced to go through all the tough guy
routine.He zbhorred the fact that we had knocked out one of his boys,and proceeded to ramble
on azbout the consequences,yes,it was really going to happen to us after lights out.
It did not seem tc penetrate his tiny mind that we were entirely unmoved by his threats.
Assisted by a series of theatrical gestures he threatened that he and his gang would theg,
I quote his own words, "Do our barrack over".Obviously in such a heavily. populated camp
_this combination of Army misfits were complete strangers to us,but they were
warned in no uncertain terms that if they returned the whole of our barrack membership would
be waiting for them,znd they would be only one outcome which would certainly not be in
t heir favour.The gang leader was finally told in emphatic voice that " . we RAT lads
were a solid unit,and would not be intimidated by anyone,razors or no. While econtinuing to
utter all manner of thrests intermingled with a variety of obscene expletives the pseudo
"Cagney",together with his underlings, departed from our scene about half an hour before
lights out.As they shambled through ithe door of our barrack hut the gang were still_ .
shouting loudly that they would be back,an zct of nmnisjudged bravado on their part.
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I sat perched on my top bunk with a single bed boerd at the ready for offensive action if
required,some of the other lads were similiarly equipped,but the razor gang did not return,they
obviocusly did not relish the odds,not being accustomed to meeting solid opposition.
However the following morning the pseudo "Jimmy Cagney" turned up in our barrack to collect his
henchrman who by then had fully recovered frow the double effects of his blow,and the "jungle J‘I.Jl-'
The gang leader in airec*.; contrast to his previous nights capers Icornie.-.';,c:t:':ntfl:n.nglyf thenked our
vearrack commender for taking such good cere of his men,and they them departed from the seere.
Needless to say the Stalag razor garg 3id not venture into the RAT Compound ever agein af'ter the
showdovn. Az I have stated previ ously Stalag 8 F was mainly a trensit camp involving the movemer
to and fro of POV working parties operating throughout Silesia in both agricultural ,and Industrid
areas, The Germans o:rvicusly tried to get as many Army P,0.W,.'s as possible out on these Arbelits
Yompandos . The much lerger working camps Were situated at Blechhammer,snd Gleiwitz in the
Tndustrial region. Under the Geneva Convention only private soldiers were ctliged to work,altho.ri
- some Arny N.C.0.'s volunteered for working parties &n order to obtain better rations,and
conditions.The inmates of the EAF Compound were of course elnost all aircrew K.,C.0."s with the
0dd exceptions Leing ground crew plus one or two Army lads from special units like the L.R.D.G,
(Long Ra:r:.ge Desert Group),amd S.A.5. (Special Air Service),and - . .. B0 we were permanent
carp residents. Iven so regerdless of the Convention ruling the Germens would not have relished
+e thourht of us on working parties with the obvious opportunity to get lost amidst the couﬁtry
side,ard take off. The most popular working perties it would seem were connected with factories
apriculture,snd the sawml 11ls,certainly the worst were the coal mines,and quite 2 few Army kriegis
ajd drestic things to themselves in order to avoid the mines.
Ls far es escape wWas concerned we in the RAT Compound at Lazsdorf had only one avenue available
tr us,and that was to "gwop over' with an Lyrmy lad who was designated for an outgoing working
party. This caper was,and tad alrays been,very prevalent during the svmner of 43,and they must
have beeln Pifty or more "swop overs" in our Compound. During both 1242 and 43 "swop over" escape
fron working perties proved to be a big thorn in the side of the German authoriti¢s causing toem
endless trouble in all manner of ways. Althouzh the majority never pade it,and were ultimately
picked up to be brought tack to the Stalag to face a spell of solitary confinenent in the
punistwent block many of ttre FAT escapees from different working perties menaged to cover gredl
distences,end a few were £inelly ceptured just stort of success ap-places such &8 the ports of
Denzig end Stettin on the Boltic coast,the locale of the Swiss border,Czecho-Slovakia ,Yuzo Slew
end Poland. Ve had our own I:scape Committee who provided help and assistance,end all the
informetion on projected outgoing working parties for would te "swop overs'. They were alveys
sore Ar-y lads who were not keen 0D going out "Arbeiting" ,and therefore were willing to change
identitiem vith a would be RAT escepee,but 1t was pot as easy as it seemed,for ideally the swor
over had to be similier in build,with more or less the same colouring,although 2t a pinch the et

could be dyed.
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Tetentially suitable "swep evers" necessarily hzd their hemewerk to study,beth had te

remember all particulars,and details ef their mew o : . identi ties together

with service and P.0.W. numbers,dates ef birth,place ef eapture ete te fimally

awep umiforms,and discs when the RAF escapee would then meve inte the werking party compsund

with his Army substitute slipping unebtrusively inte the RAF cempeund where his mew barrack

companiens would put him at eas e until he se ttled in.

"Ukraine Jee',our cempeund Unteroffizier&was ve ry vigilamt,he had eyes like a hawk with an

uncanny kmack ef picking eut "swep overs® 5@ esbviously it was prude mt im for new faces te

keep eut ef his way for as leng as pessible.Untereffizier Kussell had a reputatien fer net

fergetting a face,but they were a thousand faces in our compound ,and ebeervant as he

undoubtedly was he could not recognise eve rybedy. Cf course he did spet and pick eut guite

a fe~w "swop evers" which were new faces te him,and his appreoach was always the same

"ih, Mister" he would say with a cenfident gmirk, "Nix Flieger" "Kemmen sie Mit " ,and

that would be it,questiening wculd ebvicusly fellew.

Each sutgeimg werking party finally assembled inside &he German Verlager fer checking

purpeses before leaving the Stalag. In the summer of 1943 there was allegedte be a certain

female who had been _ newly pested onte the Adrin staff at lamsderf reputedly an expert

at_picking eut RAF would be escapers in gutgoing werking parties,her special expertise

be ing the study ef the photegraphic records,the "mug" shets. It fealews therefere that

a few of the %§§s wx did net get any furtherx than the Admin bleck en their way out sthe

resglt then be ing either fourteen or twenty ene days in the Strafe (punishment) bleck.

Nevertheless many were the RA F "swep evers" whe succeeded in elearing the Stalag,bided

their time en their respective werking party,and eventually mzde their brezk when the right

chance or mement arrived. In_yicw of the geegraphical =ituatien ef eur particular ré#éiln
.sW itheut Cerman mcney teééﬁfher with a reasenable knewledge of the language anm e=caper

had to be extreme ly lucky te make it ,especially with the great distances invelved. Even se

some spent quite a few menths en the rum,zltheugh mest of them firished up back at Lamsdorf

unhappy at being apprehended ybut reasenably pleased with their efferts. -

is far as we RAF bods were cencerned turnelling was a dead duck,and out o7 the guesiien, i}

reasen being that Lamsdorf was such a large camp,and our cempeund was situated mere or less

in the centre of things. Thus the euter ccuble barbed wire fence was much tee far away from

pur huts =e tunnelling was net deemed practieal. During my term in the Stalag :

far as I can recall 3;; only knew of eme tunnel attempt froem ene of the euter: cempounds.

This tunnel was appare ntly tipped off te the Germans whe seemingly turned up ene morning

,and eezled it eff.

Tater the dead bedy eof a Palestinian Cypriet F.C.W. was feund ene merning by the Germans

fleating inside a large concrete lined water centainer, Was it retributien ? Nebedy ever

S i % foggg out .a cleak ef silemee hung ever the camp,and even

the Cermans certainly did met bether t e investigate further. ,

Te any interested kriegie enleske rs there was always seme sort of sctivity geing en

eutside the wire of the campspme ef which cencerned the Gevman Army as the flat terrain arowt

the Stalag was used by Wehrmacht units fer training purpeses,exercises,and manceuvres, .

g .. . A Russian P.0.W. camp was alse situated a few miles frem us,I had heard many

s teries concerning this camp.
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Ne Geneva Cenventien pretected these peer seuls,therefere the Germans hadé ne ’
sbligation in their treatment ef Russien F.0.W.'s , They existed.exy attempted te de
mo. en starvatien ratiens. It was a cemnen sipzht te see them shamhiing glens the psth
which ran aleng the eutskirts ef the pine weed jurt eutside the hirh double esuten
barbed wire fence of eur camp.On thece sccasiens during the ewrly evenins the Russki
kriegies were returning frem seme sert ef werk zs they slewly mace their,vey back te
carp. The Russian priseners we Te in sych & poer,eracizted cenditien thet enly ene er
twe guards were cufficient te centrel : a party ef them. They were simply welking
zemhies,tlle peer Dbuggers were gaunt with sunken faces »Tilthy,they weuld never see
any seap net even the ersatz variety,and their ; , ra gged appecrance wes
certainly scarecrowlike in ecuvality. The irw enly feetwear being "Fusslappen" (snall
rieces ef cleth which were wrapred arcund the feet secured by bits ef string).
. ‘Occasienzlly ene ef the-e Russian kriegies would cellapse te be irreciately
shet by the guards,invariably the bedy was left behind &t the spet where it fell.
I was net the enly Lamrderf pri sener tc have nbserved‘helple:sly]such celdbleaded
actiens, The Cermens censidered the Ruesian kricgies as "Untermenschen! (svbhurens),
and treated them zs3 such,ene cculd net begin te cempare sur TF.Q0.W. existence with
their let.
we in the RAF cempeund at Lamsderf had ne mesns ef giving the RDus-kic = helping hand,
althsugh we mede the mest ef a single eppertunity which eame eur wey durins the summe
ef 43, During this peried eur cempeund was,as u-ual,an the receiving end ef z series
of_gxstematic disciplinary measures, One ef these resulted in the Cermans evening er
sta bbing all the tins ir euwr Red Cress feed parcels durbpg szch weekly issue,
This ferr ef chastisement meant we had te think fast in erder te aveid the preblem of
tinned meat geing bad in, the sezsenzl het weather. Heads cempeunded,a quick decisien
wes made which resulted in a deputatien,headed by eur RaF cempeund leader, gezking an
interview with the camp Kemmzndant. Semehew or ether eur fine bedy ef men ebtzined
thex nececgary permissien which sllewed us in the RIF . . cempeund te gellect,and
then send acress te the peer eld Husskis ,a censignment ef eur stabhed tirs sf ez A
The cellectien was hastily erganised threugheut ezch ef sur eifht barrack huts,fv{f
cembine of twe respehded with ene tin ef meat frem their fred purcel,the mzin chaice
being cerned beef which did net keep fresh fer very leng after its tin had been epened
The totz 1 censigament was swiftly sent scress +te¢ the starvin: Russian kriezies,
there was re deubl thet 211 wee gratefully received,
When the wap eve ntually came te its cenclusien with the Russians new in the driving
seat!they certainly get their revenge as theousunds of German rriseners were
irerrearated within the vast resiencs of the U.S.5.R fer meny Fears after the :
cessatien ef hestilities befere they were eventually released,hut a gsreat meny just
literally disenpeared.

Ilzany theusands ef Russian T.OJw.'s died . as a recult ef Typhus, _ . "~ earried
by lice,.. . such epidenics were prevalent in the drastic cenditiens which were

corrent threugheut the ir camps, The mere mentien ef the werd TYIIUs really put the
breece up the Cerrans,there was many a scare in gur Stalag,and resultert panic,

Deleusing wes carried eut threughrut eur camp,eneshuriferm weuld reek fer week

frer. the gas like precess used in the Leleusing chanber. During ane rrecazulienzry
prried 211 : the occupents ef eur ceupsund received an anti-typhus Jab
adirinictered by eur ewn F.C.'s,zncé tewerds the end ef this precedure the unlucky lzd;
gzt the rear had te centend with seme very btlunt neecles.. Thie nrecedure enrhacised
Just hew fertunzie ve were in respect ef the . evailability ef medicines,zerume,
tablets,and the like which were &ll sent frem the U.K, throuch the Interrnatienzl Red

Cress at Geneva. We had a very geed hespital,The Lazarette, attached te eur camp .zt

Lamsderf vhich heused scre of eur ewn very dedicated,and able Fedical Cfficers.

In eur RAF cempeund a resular sick perade wes held daily in & cubicle eituzted ir my
ewn barrack hut 1 6 A,which wes nermelly eccupied by a medical ¢ -~ eorcerly.
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During our absence the empty camp had been well and truly
searched,turned over I wou ld say was the correct term,and at the
same time diligently checked for pProhibited goods i.e. wireless
sets,escape materials,and the like.

In common with the rest of the Stalag,my barrack hut 16 A was in
a hell of a mess when we returned,everything had been really
turned over. Palliases.blankels,boxes.personal effegés,and food
parcel remnants had all been haphazardly scattered all around our
bunks,and tables,in fact the whole of the interior of our hut was
an area of destruction. The Germans left behind to search had
really gone to town,and in their own inimable fashion must have
truly relished ransacking in such a vindi%tiver manner,no doubt
with a smirk on their faces,and a silent thought of "Up
yours,Englanders". As we struggled on,well into the
evening,striving to put our house in order, the air was blue with
obscene curses, the colourful language was not entirely
complimentary to Mein Fuhrer,and his lesi?r minions,but that sort
of unwinding helped to make the job a wee ®ore tolerable. In a
pause for thought at the end of an eventful day one of our
morto'éhuickly came to mind,"Nil Carborundum", which in RAF

- Parlance meant "Do not let the bastards grind you down"™, it is
sufficent to say that we never did.
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In our austere barrack huts bed buds were abounding so we had to
put up withe various bites.,but we were fairly clear of lice.
despite the conditions we Kept the huts.,and ourselves as clean
as was possible.
The Germans were anything but complacent,barrack room and
compound searches were made periodically by our captors, but one
day we experienced the big one,an impromptu search of the entire
Stalag. When this day dawned 1t certainly seemed as if the camp
was being invaded,hundreds of puzzled kriegies,including myself,,
gafed openmouthed in amazement for it looked as if the entire
German Army was on hand. The scenes that followed could only be
described as mass pandemonium. Every compound in the entife
prison camp was encroached by hordes of German soldiers.barracks
 were emptied of their occupants in a none too genteel fashion,
for the kriegies to be paraded.,and counted.. Finally, compound by
compound,the complete P.O.VW. population of Stalag 8 B was then
marched out through the main gates to come 10 a halt in the open
country adjoing the camp. Amidst the general air of confusion.the
pabble of thousands of Kriegie voices,and the harsh,guttural
commands of the German Army W,nits not many Kriegies knew exactly
what the hell was going on.However,everybody soon realised that
that this unusual exercise was to aid and abet a surprise search
of the whole Stalag. At this stage,the vast barbed wire complex
that was Lamsdorf was clearly visible a short distance away.
Surrounded by the flat,green terrain of the countryside our huge
mass of now immobile prisoners were then herded together
resulting in a conglomeration of the various compounds. When our
multitudes had been forcibly compressed into a somewhat circular
mass we were finally encircled by a vast cordon of fully armed
Cerman troops.equipped with machine gun®@s,and other automatic
weapons.Following four or five hours of eye to eye confrontation
our guardians decided it was time to make a move. Once again
it was bedlam,with numerous bawling Teutonic words of command
drowning the bird like chatter of countless kriegie voices as we
were ordered to form up yet again in Compound formation. AS we
marched back towards camp,and our respective compounds 1 idly
exchanged views with Jim Scobie,a Kiwi navigator ,.who was my
combine mate at the time.A penny for my thoughts,well,they were
probaly blank at that moment,that certailn day was certainly
nothing to enthuse over,although one could say -that it was
certainly a change from the normal routine.Phlegmatic as
ever,nothing bothered me,it was simply another day.As a Kkriegie
one had to press on in an untroubled,cheerful waylit was fatal to
get withdrawn into ones self. Chronic despondency was a step
towards that Stalag ailment all P.O.W.s colloquically termed as
being "Wire Happy".
Arriving back inside our RAF compound it was inevitable that
barrack by barrack,6we would be counted yvet again, the same :
procedure was carried out throughout the other compounds. I often
wondered,apart from an unhindered search of all the barrack
blocks,what this exercise proved,and what the total count
discrepancy was ?. Either way,it was odds on that the Germans did
not manage to strike a balance. 1 knew,along with many
others,that quite a few "wanted" P.0.W.s were in hiding somewhere
inside the Camp,supposedly in a secret hideaway known only to a
select few. These Army lads on the run from the German
aurhorities,were wanted for acts of sabotage carried out while on
working parties,and other various illicit activities such as
sexual intercourse with German women etc,all crimes in the eyes
of the Germans,warranfting civilian trials.
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; I have never queted it persenally,but I have heard it said that lightning never

: strikes twice,it certainly did as far as we in the_BAF cempeund were cencerned.

; The Germans @bvieusly theught we RAF types were falr,game,thr§e @entha ?n?y had
elapsed since the big camp search,fer this time we HAQ the distinct privilege ef
receiving a special visit frem the district Cestape.Ilt was generally acknewledged
that they had made the jeurney frem Breslau,which was the nearest place ef any great
- aize.Quite a gang ef these mean leeking individuals arrived in eur cempeund ene

fine merning,at first glance leeking like a bunch of civilian sightseers,a truly false

conceptien. The pest war depictiens ef these merens ran true te pattern ;= - attired

: as they were with leng leather ceats,and irilby headgear.The ensuing search of all eur

' RAF cempeund barracks fellewed the usual patiern. I and the rest of my cemrades in i

16 A were fercibly ejected eutside te jein the lads frem the ether seven huts,vhe

a2t that mement were neisily cengregating en the epen greund in hut fermatiens,

That hardy annual,the unaveidable count of bedies,was undertaken by "Ukraine Jee",
the burly Untereffizier's usual jeb. It was ebvieus that the habitual prelenged
waiting peried weuld have te be endured whil=t astanding in barrack fermatiens,blimey
‘hew bleedy predictable these Deutschers preved te be.The custemary cerden of armed
guards frem the German Verlager kept us cempany while Himmler's beys ransacked eur
barrack huts,we knew they weuld be left in a chaetic state,Hewever,we had an ace up

: eur sleeve,unlike the pré vieus big search, this visit was ne surprise . Cur Cempeund

1 leader had received advance infermatien ef this Gestape venture,accerdingly he had put

(: ‘all his barrack cemmanders in the picture. All the impertant items,vhich included eur
wireldss set,and ether &#llicit wares, were knewledgeably well hidden befere the search

i ggg;ggg@_ The searclg tip eff prebably came frem a Wehrmacht seurce in the German

I Verlager.ne vertheless I de net think it was made en eur behalf.Ne deubt the real
reasen was te pretect the name ef the Wwhrmachjand save pessible embarrassment i.e.
pessible finds in the search. The implicatien was ebvieus,the twe factiens did net gel
en very well with each ether,. In erder te make the situatien less ebvieus we had made
" pertain that the Gestape thugs weuld find ene er twe crysial sets which had been

left adreitly but purpesely fer them te discever.

"Ukraine Jee",eur German Untereffimier,sas net pleased at the Gestape's intrusien

en his preserves,the expressien eof dimappreval en his .face revealed that fact.
Altheugh he was a ruthless type himself,lurking in the depths ef his mind was a
sneaking regard fer his RAF "fliegers",and altheugh he chased us areund relentleasly
in a hestile manner,gun butt in hand,he dig: ike eut=iders butting in.

I have mentiened ecgystal sets,quite a few ef these of these primitive receiving sets

were assembled by several eof the lads,and were always in censtant use. We were never
witheut the BBC news ,and the bulletins were read eut nightly in each barrack hut.

i The lecatien ef the pukka wireless set wa= knewn enly te a select few whe were

respensible for the receiving and cempilatien ef the news bulletins te be read eut

q[ in the huts.Spare parts fer this set were always ebtainable by devieus metheds ,te be
smuggled inte the camp frem eutside seurces i.e. werking parties.
A1) the aferesaid happenings tended te liven up the tedium,and beredem ef P.0.W.
existence the main . . .- ol R g ! idea was te aveid
finishing up "wire happy",altheugh a2 few kriegies did succumb te suffer distress ,ene
er twe even cemmitted suicide.
In their endeaveurs te make life mere pleasant eur varieus erganisers in the camp werc

i always busy,and during the late summer of 43 C " _ . _.-meccer leagues , plui

! a small variety ef ether sperting activities were arranged te be enjeyed by

participants and spectaters alike. Diversely,during the pleasant summer evenings many

inmates used the camp reads between the cempeunds fer beth exercise,and visiting ethe

cempeunds .During these jaunts ene was always likely to be accempanied by the seund e

martial music. The leudspeakers fixed en te the large weeden peles aleng the camp
reads were censtamtly in use churning eut German marchings sengs,and at varisus times
their ewn versiens ef the current war mews,and typical prepaganda,but nebedy teek muc
netice of that gzarble,except perhaps the Germans themselves.

One of the cempeunds,very adjacent te sur blecky‘w hich received a stream ef regular
visiters was the Cenvalescent cempeund,mest ef Whgse eccupants,predeminantly Army ladas
were suffering frem after effectas of different kinds ef illnes=es,and weunds.

Seme were minus limbs,and almest all were unfit fer further fighting service,seme
would net impreve at all.

Y



The majerity ef these men were not issued with erdinary Red Cress feed pa rcels
because of va rieus dietary preblems eic,instead they received special invalid
parcels'which centained items medically suitable fer their cenditiens.During the late
summer peried it was strengly rumeured that seme ef thes=e kriegies whe had been
strictly exa mimed,and had $ atisfied the Medical b%rds of the Repatriatien Cemmissis?
-would be geing back heme te the U.K. by the end ef 1943,but me fixed date had been
gtipulated .Fellewing weeks of anticipatiem ene day it all came irue,the su=spense was
2t an end,and all these due fer repatriatienm were assembled im a sudden fashiem te be
infermed that they sheuld make themselves ready fer a mere er less immediate departure
The mews spread like wildfire threugheut the Stalag,censequently mearly all the -
Repats were able te say their geedbyes te all mates ,and friemds,befere finally
leaving Lamsderf. I under3s teed they weuld be travelling by rail up te the Baltie
ceast te beard 2 ship fer Sweden,and thence te the U.K. . Ameng these repatriated wex
peveral RAF lads,ene ef whem I knew fairly well,a Sergeant pilet whe had been a
centempary ef mine whilst serving ém 106 Sguadrem during the year ef 1941. He had a
leg amputated at the lmee after injuries suffered whilst baling eut frem his =stricken
Hampden bember after being shet up.

During the latter part ef 1943 S}?&?ﬁ B8R,lamsderf begame grossly evercrewded with
the camp pepulatiem increas=ing by - = Ahnusa.nda. The reasen fer this eccurrence
being the Italian Surrender te the Allies,and its aftermath.Apparently the Germans hac

moved in very swiftly,and decisively whem the Italiams gave up the fight te take ever
_then briskly transfer great numbers eof British P.0.W.'s whe had previ.ug{y been held
in Jtaliam camps. Altheugh a mumber . ef kriegies managed te escape durimg the
confusien ef the German take over,the majerity were taken sver te bhe transperted by
rail merthwards threugh the Brenmer Pass inte Germany. The Germans selved their

accemedatien preblems by sharing eut these unfertumate kriegies between varieus

Stalags threugheut Greater Germany,and Lamsderf was designated as ene ef them.

Theugh strictly an RAF cempeumd we had te accept eur queta ef these Army lads,and t}
Bitherte wurused bettem bed peS Itiem eof eur three tier set up was utilised fer this
purpese ir all ef eur eight barrack huts. After they had meved im the average compleme

i:n.‘_each barrack reem was them almest twe humdred men,an increase of fifty,which meant
tha™t we were literally bursting at the seams. This situatiém las=ted fer a few menths
until the Army "ledgers" were eventually abserbed elsewhé re in the camp,mest of them
weuld be sent eut en different werkinmg parties.

These Army kriegies frem Italy achieved fame by intreducing a mevel inventiem which
was te revelutienise prisener ef War ceeking as we kmew it,a gquick brew with this
appliance was breught te the beil in very quick time. This device was pepularly
knewn as a "Blewer" ,amd was ingenieusly made utilising eld Red Cress feed parcel
tin cans’' . The "blewer" had a mear circular type grate attached te a fam encles ed
in a bex with a shert tummel. It was hand eperated,and fam belt driven with either
- the use ef siring er leather laces, The fam retated at speed causing a draught whick
was driven threugh the tunnel, The heauty ef it all was the minimum ef fuel meeded

te beil a pam eor dixie,in fact a few bits eof ceal,weed,er cardbeard sufficed.

Thet eld . cliche "necessity is the mether of imventien"™ was certainly true im this

Case,amd im me time at all Stalag "blewers" were im eperatien threughout the camp

w ith kriegies in their mew familiar steeping actions1winding away merrily in their
respective cempoumds .Inmevitably the big questien en everybedys lips was "Hew had we
aurvived up till then witheut a "Blewer" .
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My first winter "in the bag" was now well under way,and little did 1 r 2alise how
5 . severe the Silesian winters would be with their sub zero temperatureg;ogether
WIH the biting east winds blowing in from Russia, thus bringing all the snow. To

ease the boredom we RAF bods had innumerable snowbal 1 fights with the "Dieppe"

Canadian Army lads who resided in the compound Jjust opposite to us on the other

side of a camp road.These thousand or so Canadians were shortly to move to
- " -another camp.As far as heating was concerned we had a small ration of

coal "briquettes" (compressed coal dust) for our central stove,but the
supply,small as it was.did not last very long. Bedboards were then used as fuel
in times of crisis,but obviously we could not use many of these or else we would
would have no supports to lay on, a situation which would have been catastrophic.

During the extreme cold weather bed was the warmest place,it follows therefore

that "pit bashing” was one of the more favoured pastimes during the bleak winter

months. Apart from the aforesaid.the most popular winter indoor game to while
away the long days.and evenings of sheer boredom,and apathy was Bridge.

Personally I had never before played this card game,but I had gained lots of

experience during my active service days when I had indulged in many a "Solo™

school.While at Lamsdorf I learned all the secrets of the game of Bridge by

the art of observation,l stood behind numerous Bridge school players,and closely

watched the proceedings for hours on end as the games progressed.Patiently I

eventually learned all the pros,and cons more > especially the art of bidding

before deciding the time to make my debut. Af terwards in common with the many
other addicts 1 played the game for equivalent long periods to eventually become
quite an expert always managing to maintain an amicable relationship with my
different partners they were many who did not.Bridge sessions at Lamsdorf went
on,and .on ,and the points in these marathon efforts added up literally into the
thousands. If real money had been readily available in lieu of points on paper
some players would haWe no doubt made their fortunes.Very good players were in
abundance throughout our compound so inevitably competitions were organized

between our different barrack huts during those winter months. Ironically I

have not played a single game of Bridege since my kriegie .. days despite my

liking for such a splendid,and by far the most enlightening card game.

Christmas was now approaching fast,my first in Gefangenschaft,and the main topic

of conversation amongst the barrack throng was the eagerly awaited Xmas food

parcels.The old lags amongst us would reminisce once again,.

principally to impress the comparatlve new boys,which included me,

These long term residents would ramble®and laud to great heights the virtues of
..«8uch a parcel. Pausing now and then to take a slight breath they would drool
on,and continue to give an elaborate decription of each item that had been part

of the previous Red Cross Xmas food parcel.l absorbed all the information it gavi

me a pleasant feeling of anticipation.l should point out that the Xmas Red Cross
food parcels were specially made up for the occasion,and sent off in time for
issue just befpre Christmas Day. What would we have done without the Red Cross

Organisation does not bear thinking about\as they did everything in their power

to make P.O.W existence as pleasant as humanly possible,and from a truly thankful

point of view the Xmas parcel deserves description in this narrative. The
contents of the 1943 parcel were as follows.
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One packet of Tea.(2 ozs) . One tin condensed milk (14 ozs), Bar Sugar( 6 ozs,
¥mas pudding (16 ozs), Tin of cheese (3 ozs), Chocolate biscuits.(8 ozs)

Tin Bacon.(8 ozs), Bar of chocolate, (4 ozs). Xmas Cake, (12 ozs). Tin steakand
veg, (16 ozs).Tin Beef,(16 ozs). Tin Salmon, (8 ozs). Egg flakes,(2 0zs).

On average one Xmas parcel per man was issued during the week before Christmas

in lieu.,of course,of the normal parcel issue. There was no doubt that the issue
of such a parcel was a great meorale booster for all prisoners having to endure
Christmas in captivity. 1 was one of the lucky ones,but for the majority of the
Army lads in the camp' it would be their fourth behind the wire. Apart from the
special Xmas food parcel nothing else was different from the usual P.O.W.
routine. By our standards the Xmas dinner was really something,and every combine
"eook" really went to town with their various different menus. The Xmas meal waes
enjoyed at staggered intervals,everybody could not cook at the same time,amidst

a general hubbub of vocal accompaniment.a pleasant kriegie day ~ . of all days
with 1 would venture to say,the fullest stomach of the year.

The first two months of the new year of 1944 passed very slowly,and 1 never
ventured very far from the protection of the barrack hut,due to the severe wintry
weather with its constant subzero temperatures,and of course the inevitable snow.
The main thing was to try,and keep warm if at all possible.

During the ultra long indoor period%ﬁt was very far from being quiet,there was
always a constant babble of conversation when every topic was discussed.but very
long sessions of Bridge were responsible for the passing of many of the hours.
All obtainable books were eagerly read,and last but not least the always keenly
anticipated letters from home continued to arrive at regular intervals,everything
came to a full stop when the stentorian cry of "Jail Up" rang through the
barrack hut.The first week of March 44 proved to be a lucky one for me,to begin
with I received a chit to collect a parcel containing two hundred cigarettes sent
from my home,a rare event for me. Amazingly on mglidth birthday,6th March g. h
received another chit,this time I had to . €oLLCCT e perSofing FEICeliEniE
under the auspices of the Red Cross Organisation.,my parents could send only once
every three months.Together with other personal items the parcel contained a few
pounds of chocolate, a nice birthday present,it was my third parcel from home .
The personal parcels proved to be great propaganda on our behalf. The Germans
examined the contents of all parcels,and must have been quite bewildered at the
quantity,quality.and availability of the items enclosed,which as far as they were
concerned were more or less unobtainable in wartime Germany. As far as
cigarettes,and chocolate were concerned it was understandable that some of the
guards took risks,and accepted bribes for either of these “

commodities,consequenily could be kept on the hook thereafter,more especially
now that most front line soldiers had been replaced by base troops,amongst whom

wre a few Poles.

During the month of March we had another Typhus scare in the Stalag,and everybody
in the camp had to undergo an F.F.I (free from infection) inspection,foriBuneatly
our_Compound was found to be in the clear. The winter had proved to be:very long
onedue to the extreme severity of the weather,and in fact it was still snowing
very heavily during the last fortnight of March so our confinement to barracks
continued with,once again, the card game of Bridge being well to the fore,roll

on the summer was the general cry. - :
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The early months ef 1944 were only rnotable for one important ikewmx event,the
sudden departure from our scene of the renowned "Ukraine Jee",Unteroffizier
Xuss ell,to give himhis official title.His disappcarance to what we thought
were active service éuties was obviously pleasurably received by all the mzryxa
occupants of our RAF compound.l did not know the whereabouts concerning his
posting or in what capacity,although I am pretty sure it was not the Russian
Front,I'11l wager "Ukraine Joe" was glad teo. I have mentioned previously that
T had heard on the post war grapevine that he had subsequently became a P.0.W.
under Allied Jjurisdietion,poetic justice I thought at the time.

His replacement as N.C.0. in charge of our Compound was a much younger man,

2 bemedalled ex~front line soldier,who had been wounded during service on the
Russian Front. This slightly built Wehrmacht Unteroffizier,who was always
smartly attired complete with ski cap,and polished jack boots,had obviously
seen plenty of action,his campaign medals together with his elose combat

bagzes adorning his tunic provided the visual evidence that this was so.

It was soon evident that this new job was foreign to him compared with his
previous accomplishments,for a time he did not know what to make of us RAF
types ,he had never come across a bunch like us before,and our antics presented
a bit of a puzzle to this ex-front line veteran. Nevertheless,he learned

very quickly,but as far as we were concerned there was no doubt he was a big
improvement on his predecessor "Ukriane Joe",and he never at any time resorted
to gun butt methods.He proved to be a big soccer fan,=nd was always to be see n
as a spectator at the big weekend matches.
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