During the late summer ef 43 I was able te umdind 2s the Gump feetball activities get
under way,altheugh at that time eventful happenings of a disciplinary mature eccurred
quite frequently in respect of our Cempeumd. Despite this em off patterm the general

a tmesphere was enlightened by the undeubted attractien of the game of Sewger,a safety
valve for all comcernmed. As this spert played a very impertani part im eur envirenment
the fellewing few pages endeaveur te previde an insight eof the Stalag spert as I saw ¢

Tamsder{ was a large camp,but even so the weekly mumher of smeccer matches arrang-
-d en a2 daily basis was very numereus,and ,arguably,. * probably tetalled mere thi
any ether F.O,W. camp.Apart frem the great many whé - _. . & ctively participate

:

in ihe game of seemer there was great interest shewn frem the spectater angle,mere
especially in the Semier weekend matches,particularly the Internatienal's,which helped
immensely $e keep everybedy in a good frame of mind,and the merale high.

Of course all this weuld met have been 4essible witheut the Intermatienal Red Cress
Organisatken threugh whese channels all the meceasary sperting equipment was previded
threugh the U.K. i.e Seccer balls ete. Everything else cennected with the presentment
‘ef the game was due te the workmanlike imgenuity .. 8f the P.0.W.'s themselves,
Teothall bests were adapted frem old Army "amme" boets which were medified in the

canp cebblers= shep,here they were fitted with leather bars acress the seles.

Sstuds,ef ceurse,were net used,we had me grass covered pitches here they were all sang
hard meil surfaces abeunding with small stenes .In the main tﬁe varieus team shirts
were vests dyed im different celeurs ,er alternatively Stalag made . ... . sets of
ehirts .Seme sets of feetball shirts were prebably sent eut frem the U.K.,but may

have been used strmictly fer the big Intenatienal matches. During the latter pa rt ef
194% the camp had twe feetball pitches in actiem,ene ef these w as  full sizedbeing

asituated in Bleck 2,which was adjacent t RAF Cempeund.This was a new fautbafl

pitch w hich was fermerly a large epen spiﬁe,hew the Germans were talked reumd te agmz
to its cenversien as afull sized - 't feetball pitch is a mattier fbigonjecture,
nevertheless it happéhed. The geal pests etc were . i - made,and erected by

eur own Army F.0.W.'s,fashiegmd frem yeung trees,and painted white.The nets were artful.
-~y formed te be made frem yards eof Red Cress siring er twime. K was

The ether pitch was enly ef a small size,being the erigimal groeumd ~ situated in

Bleck Ten,and was emly suitable fer @ight a side feetball. !

~ All seccer matches were played eutskde the nermal Winter menths,and league pregrams
usually terminated at the end of the menth of Octeber,or T hereabeuts. This,ef ceurse
was due the very severe weather mermally enceuntered during the Silesian winters.

On average each team im the respective divisiems WEEE scheduled te play .

at least ene match per week,and it must be said that the fixtures,and the scheduling

of r eferees was very well erganised under F.A. rules.Fer the mest part ne difficultie

were experienced,except prebably fer a peried in 44 when balls were in shert supply,su
s0 an eccasienal Barrack league game was abandened wherm the ball in use burst due te

the hard,pebbly ° -~ . playing surface .

The small eight a side pitch | ir Bleck Ten w as alse very active during the
week daya. Teams cempeting were frem the Inter Cempeund league ef enly ene divisien,
The "Arbeiters" Leasgue which had three divisiens,andxthe P.0.W.Asseciatien League whih
was cemprised of twe divisiems. The different POW Asseciatiens werg ef ceumse,geograph.

—ical,being u=sually ceunties,and each held their ewn meetings having . a register
of players frem which teams were selected.
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Qur new full sized feetball greund was in . . regular use most days,matches being
scheduled each day threugheut the week during the seasen,which cencerned twe divisien:
of the Inter Cempeund Ieague,but alse invelved were divisiens ene and twe ef the Camp

Barrack league. The biggest attractiens en this piteh were the week end matches,and -

these were either Inter Cempeund First Divisien games,er special Internatienal matcher

played en Sunday evenings with a nermal kick eff time of 1800 heurs. A high standard
ef meccer was previded in these Intermatienal shewpieces censequently mest ef the
camp pepulatienm turned up te watch these games,including many German efficers,and
ether ra nks,many ef whem. were keen Seccer fams. We in the adjeining RAF cempesund
usually had a grands tand view ef the big games. Invariably the pitch was cempletely
and thickly surreunded by several theusand spectaters se our grandstand view was
achieved by bringing eut tables frem eur nearby barrack huts. We weuld then place
them adreitly aleng a sectien ef the barbed wire which seperated us frem Bleck twe,
thus creating a mini grandstand fer at least six eor seven ef us standing en our ewn
tables. This nevel idea rapidly caught en in eur cempeund,and just befere kick eff
during each Sunday evening during the seasen the entire length of eur Cempeund. barbed
wire fence was in effect a leng mini grandstand ef RAF kriegie spectaters.

These very pepular Intermatienal highlights were scheduled periedically threugheut
the summer,and cemprised ef matches between England ,,Scetland ,Wales,and a cempesite
team which was named "The Allies" whimh was made up ef Irish,Seuth Africans,plus ene
er o ether matiemalities.

'quite a galaxy ef ex-prefessienal players were cennected with Lamsderf,I sheuld
think the mest pepular ef these were Jimmy Levery,Billy Stephens,Hareld Rebert aland
Reg Allen ,all eustanding players.The twe mest pepular R.4.F. Psfaggrﬁadggrﬁa%ci?¥fg
' & match I recall very well was the first Internatienal mafgh of the 1984 seasen
which was played ene Sunday evening befere a crewd of several theusand enthusiastic

kriegies,and the fellewing teams kicked off at 1800 heurs.

ENGLAND;~ RicejHerbert ,Blakeilan ,Stephens A_,Grayley,Varty,Harvey.Imvery (Capt),
Stephens W,Reberts,Green.
SQ0TLAND ; ~- McKendrick,Meachin,Fox,Kennedy,Sutherland,McLean.McRae,Tearney,PEtrie,
Stuart ;Bredie. ;
England wen this ma tch fairly easily by five goals te ene, England's scerers were
Varty (2 penalties),W.Stephens 2,and J.Levery. Scetland's enly geal was mcered by
Kennedy.. .
Anether Seccer special during the menth of May 44 was the B.E.F. representative
eleven versus The Rest, a match which was alse enjeyed by a full heumas.
B.E.F. (British Expediti@ nary Ferce 1940) were represgnted .by the fellewing ;-
Hice,Herbert.Black,lester,ﬁaines,Varty,Harvey.Carrull.carter.Burns,Crane.
Thedﬁgst;-Benet,Tayler,Bisby,Burke,Kennedy,Greggs,Hurlow,Lévery.Stephens.w.,Roberta,
2 nd Green.
This was an excellent game with Benet,in geal feor the Rest,eutstanding,and a draw
of three geals each was a very fair result. Shertly after this game a Stalag selectec
Seccer team were permitted by the Germans te visit en of the larger werking camps
namely E 3 at Blechhammer,alse in Upper Silesia .The egbject being te play twe
exhibitien matches,ene against E3 camp with the ether eppenents being the Beaux
battalien.



Fifteen of the best feetballer s in the Stalag were selected,and these were MeKemdriek,
Bi,hy,31a¢k,nerbert,Greggs,Rainea,Carroll,Roberts,D&vis.Hurlow,anery,W.Stephena,Harvey

and Green, The selected lLamsderf elevem wen beth matches,beating EJ werking ecamp by
twe geals to wil,Jimmy Levery scering beth geals,the ether match sgainst the Beaux Battalien
resulted in a rumaway vicery eof eight goals te four. The Lamdmddrf seorers being Levery 3,

Reberts 3,Harvey amd Billy Stephens. 411 these Stalag soceer Intermatiemals I have mentiened
pany eof them with magic ih their feet,were artists in their ewnm right,and all were heuseheld
pameg teo the emtire Kriegie pepulatiem of Stalag BR ,and the larger werkimg camps im the
surrounding area,such was their pepularity fer they entertaired theusands.
Having givem a birds eye view ef the upper erust of Stalag 8B seccer whiek previded =uch
pleasure for all the immates Aa) relieved the tedium ef FP.0.W. existence 1 turm new te
the many bundreds of other kriegies,including myself whe partieipated during the week days
playing seeecer inm the eamp Barraek Leagues en the full gized piteh. I had always been a
keen meccer player befere and during my service @ys,and during my term in 8 B I always
leoked ferward very keenmly,and enjeyed my games of meccer. I ram amnd skippered eur barraek
team 16 A which was registered as the "Gremlins" F.C, playing im the "A" Divigiern eof the

Camp. barrack league. Beth divisiens contained sixteen teams in each,and all serts eof
(; natienalities were imvelved., My eutfit the Gremlins were a pretty useful ecembimatiem

Jeck MeGhie being an enterprising centre ferward with very geed centrel whe scered very
regularly,and we had a Camadian inside ferward called Lart wl was very useful,net many .
Canadiana played aaccer‘he adapted teo the game remarkably well. Our team were vests we had
dyed eurselves celeured greem,and in the late 43 seasen we finished third in the league.
During the year of 44 twe seasenal pregrammes were arranged the menths ef May te July,and
August te the end ef Oetoeber. During these twe sessiens we again figured preminently
finishing in fifth pesitiem,and S — — . during the mecend mhert seasen
we impereoved te fimimk in third place,incidently this was the last played at Lamsderf.
On average I played at least twe gamem per week during the seasens which was physically
pessible while we were receiving regulsr Red Cross parcels,it weuld net have been etherwise.
In additien te playing eentre half for my barrack team I alse performed im various pesitiens
for Nerthumberland and Durkam in the F.0O... Asseciatien league games perfermed on the small
eight a side greund in Bleck 10,there was net much chance eof me geing "wire happy" keeping
active was the name of the ganme. ;
Se much fer Seccer,during 1944 when cam; eenditiens became much easier a Sperts day was
arranged ,and held em the full eized seccer greund,accerdingly all feetball was cancelled
for a few days when the enclesure was used for all manner ef athletie events,including an

obstacle race,which was ene big laugh.The athletics pregramme was & big success,and was
very well erganised.

The well organised Sccce r programmes,a nd the additional fillir of the great news

from the war fronts,esiecially the Normandy landings, helped immensely tg place

everybody's morale on a very high plane after months and years of apathy,boredom and

depression.So much for my survey of sport inside Stalasg 8 B,Lamsdorf drring the time

I spent as a guest of the Bnird Reich,more especially during 1944 when camp conditions

were tolerable in direct comparison to earlier days,but the situation woull cha nge

with the onset of Autumn w hen our circumstannes would rapidly-detertorate,and the

final curtain would azlso fall con Kriegsgefangener = pori.
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Twe ether sport s waxEx received their baptism during 1944 with the arrival ef the

apprepriate equipment,cnce again through the auspices of the old firm the Red Cross,what %
would we have done without them ? . A few dartbeards and sets of darts saw the introduction

of & several barrack matches with teams ef eight participating . I was soon involved ,amst mysesl!
and seven etherm mates frem our barrack 16 A had quite a good run of successes in matches of
1001 upy but the craze Zxdcmmkxiask however did not last very long ,and the interest goon

began to wane ,why ,I could never fathom. What was the seccnd spert 7 Well,let me say that

& year previous I would naver have believed that I would ever ses & gerious game of Cricket
in a camp with the grim wmugx reputation that Stalag 8 Bylamsdorf had always possessed,but lo

2 nd behold the arrival of cricket gear soon had the organisers in a huddle Auring the summer

months of 44. Tn ne time at 211 four International teamns had been formed namely Fngland,fustrali

-ia,New Zealand,and South Africa. Fer the very first time epnthusiasts had the privilege of
watching some good cempe titive cricket on a matting wicket, indeed a rare experience in PQW
life,especially here. A mini Test series was organised,and the first match arranged involved
Ilew Zealand and Seuth Africa when prlay commenced at 0830 oh 3rd July,1944. The bast knewn
player was Billy Wade,who had played prewar Test cricket for Scuth Africa.

Seuth Africa wen this match by 7 wickets.The scores were New Zealand 119 and 77,

South Africa 129 and 68 for three wickets . A few days later England beat Australia easily by
an inming s,and later in July New Zealund hsxkx also beat Australia by 3 wickets, The S ceres
being Australia 159 and B87.New Zealand 167 and 81 for seven wicksts.

England centinued their winning wayx vein by once again beating Australia by eight wickets.
On the 6th September S.Africa and New Zealand met each other ence again,and the Kiwis made q23

all eut in their first innings,and declarad at 137 for seven in their second. Seuth Africa

s i [ & .
gg%y E§¥%§°d %%fhgi%zm}27 first time round,and after New Zealand had made their declaratien
p Were set to make 134 runs in two bours ef play to win the match ., Zuxfxix The Seuth African

lads made hard work of this targset,and wers soon struggling at 22 for 3 wickete, but at this
point however Pilly %ade arrived at the crease,to demonstrate his class. He soon reached his
£2f5x half century,and when the winni ng run was despatched Billy had made 56 not out,South

Africa had won by 5 wickets. Cn the 14th Sept, S.Africa beat iustralia by ene wicket,this match

Proving to he the most exciting of the series,particularly during the second irnings when

SsAfrica needed 60 runs for victory. At 57 for 9 wickets the last pair =2t the wicket messrs
Laird and Delaney somehow managed to survive to scra pe the fay Recessary runs for victory,

Billy “ade x® was again their top scorer with 46 well made runs,and the final sceres were

Austr alia 130 and 66 (Culligan 8 for 41 ) South Africa 137 and 60 for 3 &

The final match of the xmxiax two moenths =xxi#x long series was between the e1d enemies

Australia and "ngland. Having lost the previous twe matches hhe Aussies at last get their

revenge winning this one by 5 wickets,with their off spinner Snedien having a match analysis

of 5 wickets for 83 runs, The scores were Australia 127 and 157 for 5 (Ferrare 76) England

126 ‘and 157 ,
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To ring down the curtain en the first ever cricket series,and the only one, a special match
was arranged. This was between a combined Aussie-Kiwi eleven,and eEngland-Springboks team.

The latter team won the tess to bat first,zmit again Billy Wade showed his better class,and
expertise with a fine undefeated 76 not out out of a tetal of 162 .The Aussie/Kiwi eleven
managed a tie on first innings also making 162,which 1left eveything to play for in the

second irnings,and a premise of a good finish. Billy Wade centinued his fine form of the first
innings to share a fine third wicret stand ef 130 runs with our own De Frietas before being
dismissed after making 60 valuable runs , De Frietas made 68,and the combine Angloe-Springboks
were x¥ixmxk eventually all out for a total of 175. The Aussie/Kiwi combination opened their
second innings facing a kmmkxzfxtffocexzzxkExxix a total of 176 runs kmxwim needed te win,
with three heurs left in which te achieve it. Seme fine bewling by Laird and Mergan hewever
put paid te their chances,and the lads from Dewn Under were bewled eut fer a tetal eof 145 runs.
leaving the cembined England/Seuth Africa team the victers by 30 runs, a lowely match fer the
cricket cennoiseurs . The twe menths four team series of very well centested cricket in

Test match fashien was a welceme change,and together with the Seccer pregramme plus the

great news frem all the war frents,especially the Nermandy landings helped immemmaly tc

place everybedy's morale on a very high plane after menths and years ef apathy ,beredem,and
depressien . Se much fer my survey eof spert in Lamsderf during my kixexkxex stint there ,especi
-ally in 44 when cenditiocns were telerable in cemparisen te sarlier days,but enly until the
enset ef Autumn 44 when cenditiens woeuld rapidly d?“%ZEIZEEie,and kxvmaidxkexgzedkyr the
final curtain weuld fall en "Kriegsgefangenschaft" spert .
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