The 1id literally came off the Stalag when the neus came through concerning

the "D" day landings on the 6th June,1944,and the fact that the long awaited
Second Front had commenced. Greal excitement pervaded throughout each,and every
compound in the camp with the Normandy landings proving to be the only topic of
the day,the subject of food was,for cnce,temporarily forgotten.

Such a degree of euphoria was reached ihat guite a few of the old lags wExs
allowed themselves to be carried away Lo great emotional heights to talk
excitedly,and sincerely about being home for Christmas.Their optimism had
obviously reached a record high,but they were anszwered by quite a few hardened
pessimistic characters who replied,without a trace of a smile, "Yes,but which
blocdy Christmas ?".Neveriheless,it was great news al thr time,and morale
throughout the camp was now sky high. Cur illicit wirelecss sets were now working
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overtime,and the BBC news was nhow even more eagerly anticipated than ever hefore

by each,and every barrack hut complement.This stete of affairs continued

"went on normally witk the camp

Pag

-
througheut the following wonths or so until il was evident that the overall
ril itary situation was going our way,cespite the iemporary ceibacks of frnhem,
and later the Cerman L rdennes counter of fens ive,

It waes certainly obvious io 211 that the Christmas forac

e =8t was a much {00
optinistic bet Tor the end of the "arieg",a nd a return to the U.E. 50 lirfe
& - - ) —

conditipns a wee bit easier than hi h
the added interest of sporting activities to watch,and play, PR B

Red Cross food parcels were still running at one parcel per man per week
L ¥

ard our "Brew King" was still managing to provide & minimum of
o
tea per day,wood stocks permitting. ! e Do 08
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Tt goes without saying that our sanguine dispositions were on a higher plane during

fast few months of the late summer of 44.This state of affairs was enhanced by an
incident which took place dur ing one extremely sunny day in Septe mber.

At around high noon a host of very excited airmen smemedlto be cavorting around

outside our barrack hut zzzampzrizMyiyxz their antics being accompanied by a series

of gesticulations and & unintelligible shouts.Several of them then ran into our _
parrack hut in be more informative.Still in a state of high excitement with arms waving
they shouted "Phe Yanks are here,get offyour backsides ,and come cut and watch this kim
bloody lot". No repetition was necessary,and at dnce I and everybody preseat in our

hut ceased to be interested in whatever we were doing to immediately run out into

the open compound. Cccupants of our other barracks had the =ame train of though,and
soon BAY compound was alive with envicus airmen shouting and cheering like hell,it
being the first time we had witnessed any Allied bombers in action over this neck of
the woods.
Shaded by each pair of hands,all eyes sparkling with anticipalion,were leoking

skywardse to eveniually witness a wonderful sight. way up in the blue yonder & largze
group of USAAF four engined bombers ,which were qiiher B17 Flying Fortresses or B24
Liberators,probably both,flying in tight box foremations were at that kimm moment

pa “szing over a point near our Staiag at & probable height of between twenty five

and thirty thousand feet.The sky was blue,and cloudless as we stood with heads back,
and necks cra ned as five miles above xB us all we could discern was a host of
miniature silhouetties gleaning silver in the sun with conspicous vapour trails
streaming in thé ir wake. 1 did not notice any German fighter a ctivity,but the

Urper Silesidn industrizl ares hreavy flak was only zbout ten minutes away.

T should think they had flown {rom beses in Italy,and no doubt the Yank formations
vere bound for the industrial targets of Silesia either Gleiwitz,but probably
Blechhammer an approxiamte distance of fifiy miles or so from cur F.C.W. camp.

Mhis hesvenly spectacle was stimulating to sey the leust,ecpecially for 211 we
er—avistore ;and yweved 1o be Lhie firct of several such sorties carried out in
the Silesian erez by ihe Ya nk dzylisht bombers.

T was aware of the presence of British F.C.W. woriiiy parties in both areas

T have menticned as probable targets,and a t the time had hoped thet none of these

=, N s
e bombing.

o

Lrmy lads would be involved at ihe buciness end of g
The very pregsence and sight of these Yarnk Ybombers was ancther morale booster,znd it
is true to state that more than my ithoughts were with their crews. Having been a
"penguin" for a period which had then las ted eighteen montls I would have dearly
loved tos have been in their shoes looking down from a great height ocoupying a crew
pos ition inside a bombing aircraft. Yes,those were my thoughts at the time a
wee bit Tfanciful maybe,but 1 scon descended from cloud nine-when I heard a
stentorian voice loudly echeing from the confines of my barrack hut 164 which
concerned that familiar kriegie phrase "Soup Up".Quite a few of my comrades stood
their ground gazing skywards but the fermations had quickly disappeared from sight,
the show seemed over so I turned arcund and wlth hands in pockets trudged towards
our hut,everything was back to normal,l was still a kriegie.
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Stalag conditions began to deteriorate during the menth of Octeber 44,and thh?uéh.
we knew thi t Red Cross foed parcels were still being shipped the gemeral distributic
had been adversely affected by the overall military situatiom .By the following mont
Stalag stocks in the Red Cross store had dwindled to s uch an extent that the weekly
issue had been reduced to half a parcel per man,belts had now tc be tightened.

The bitter cold weatke r had mow commenced,and the first smowfalls began on 11th
Nowember ,compelling most of us to remaim indoors,once more the bridge sessiomrs
ocoupied most of cur time. After a period of three weeks existence on a half parcel
imsue the camp stock of Red Cross parcels ran out completely,the cupboard was bare.
This sad situZ tiom me amt that every kriegie had to try amnd survive sclely om the
very sparse Germa n ratioms ,the future now seemed very bleak there was mo . i
doubt that lean and hungrey days . lay ahead. s :
The arrival of the month of December saw me confimed to ) i ) .
my bunk suffering from a very heavy cold,at least 1 was conserving my energy laid
as T was on my ba ck. During the previous five months the main topic of
convermaiiomal interest had been the Allied Imvasiom of Europe,and its subsequent

progress,but now with starvation staring us in the face the only subject discussed

was FOOD. Now that the food parcels had run out "latrime" rumours were abounding
right ,left. and centre,and as each day slowly passed by the Stalag grapevine
constantly circulated the same 0ld story which implied that a load of food parcels
bkad arrived in camp that day,cf course these acts of repetition weee only inventions
of the mind,dreams of wishful thinking. However,in the wake of all these "latrine "
rumours,an official annocuncement was made in our barrack hut which disclosed .. the
great mews that twenty thousand Red Cross food parcels( including twelve thousand
special Xmas parcels) had in fact been sent from Gemeva on the 6th December. Pending
arrival of these parcels it wae then announced that we would be ismsued with a half
parcel per mam om the 19th,23rd,and 30th December. On the face of ¥t that informatiow
it certainly seemed as if we might be ksesued with a Xmas parcel after zll ,even a half
parcel would suffice. Om hearing this welcome bit of mews smiling faces had besun to
returm,but from a physical point of view we were now loocking slightly on the weedy
side,and the keep fit famatics had beem moticeably reducimg im rumbers. Very,very
few kriegies left the conf%ngi‘péﬂ%he barracks,im the prevailing conmditioms the warmesl
place was im the "sack" whi helped to neutralise the double discomfort of a lack of
food ~ ) and the suby zero temperaturesz outside. At this jubeture I must
adm%t I spent m?st of my time "pit bas?ing",but I %as not the only oneby any means
during those grim month=s when most kriegies looked as glum as the weather outdoors.

No fuel was available for the barrack stove,coal "briqpettes" were a thing of the past
the ration we were formerly issued with had been hopelessly inadequate a nyway.

Our daily brews of tea had als™o long disappéa Fed,and the poor old "Brew King" was
temporarily ent of a job. My source of information,a small diary written in now
fading pencil does nct indicate when the food parcels arrived,but there i= a

description of the 1944 Xmas parcel contents. Om that evidence,despite a gap in my

0ld memcry banks, it is fairly cbvkcus that we were imsued with,at least,’ a half
parcel per man.
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The contents were similiar to those of the previous year's parcel which I described fully
in an earlier passage,and it was | really great to enjey & bit of Xmas cheer after

enduring two very lean monfhﬂ. It was obvious now to all the inmates that as far as we in

Tamsdorf were concernedthe state of affairs mili tarily was rapidly approaching boiling

Point, The Eastern front was moving nearer and nearer to Upper Silesia,and Stalag 8 B, ..:the
EBC news bulletins inferred that the Russian steamroller was advancing very rapidly towards

the Breslau . .,and our area., Even the camp =~ - - loudspeakers news broadcasts,and the
Volkischer Beobachter (Nazi media) could not hide the fact that the writing was on the wall
for the Third Reich. Despite enduring what seemed to be a long miserable,cold and hungry winter
our morale in the RAF compound was still as high as ever. During the early days of January 45
therefore the current latrine rumours,which were always.manifold, did not concern the usual
uubject1food parcelsi instead a new subject arose to take pride of place,F¥acuation .

In view ef the rapid advance of the Russian armies .across Poland towards SiIksia,and the river
Cder the rumeurs - s were rife throughout the camp that the Stalag weuld be
evacuated . The cautioeus kriegies amengst our milling throng made a few
. . rreliminary preparations just in case,and I too made sure
T would be in possessien of a geod,strong pair of boots. Somehow I managed t¢ scrounge a pair
of good Army Boots,which I theught would stand the rough going in the extreme wintry conditions
we were certain to encounter.l ceuld tell that something was in the wind,call it intuition but
a tense atmosphere hung around the caAMP . Sure enough events fhen began teo happen very q;ick
with " hectic Germman activity in and arcund our Compound,and an hour or so% later our
Compound leadee was ordered fo prepare the whole of cur RAF contingent for more or less
immediate evacuation on feot. As key prisoners we were the vanguard,the first to be marched
out ,and only a o ) few hours notice was given for preparation.
~Irmeide wy barrack 16 A the acene resenmbled somethin akin to a Janaary Sale with bods
dashing about hurriedly preparing their packs in readiness for the iwxtrek ,The same scenario
was being carried out im the other meven barracks comprising our compound. The state cf uproar
continued‘during the preparations some lads did not kmow what to pack or alternatively what to
leave behind. Fortuneatly I did not have that problem I had very little to take
with me only various articles of umderclothing,eating uhensils which had been fashicned from Red
Cross tins,a dixie,towel and soap,a thin blanket,no cigarettes at all,and that was about my lot
my kitbag was only three quarters full. Most of the lads were really heavily laden,and cannot
have realised what a long,perilous . . _ marathom it would turn out to be, Most of my comrade
had been kriegies a lot longer than myself,and had in the process accumulated guite a lot of
gear of one sort or ancther. Some of the Canadian Air Force lads had in their possession great

quantities of eigarettes,all of which vastiy increased their weight locad. .
Iots of persomal possessicns,and varicus other things necessarily had to be left behind there

was no baggage car on this trip.
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One er twe of eur mere enterprising larger cembirmes had,K semehew er ether,
managed te precure er hastily censtruct seme sert of slegge te drag aleng astacked wi?
all their kit,a Bleedy geed idea,l theught at the time. I attired myself with as ?ucn
clething as I ceuld wear in apparent cemfert under my greatceat,and finished up with
balaclava helme t pulled ever my Glengarry side cap,thus equipped I was ready fer the
fray. The German efficer in charge ef the eperatien,a Hauptmann,was rushing abeut in
typical faahi-u,i’ﬁouting like a maniac as he erdered his lesser miniens inte
@ ctiem. Meanwhile we heavily burdened airmem had hurriedly fermed up in barrack
srder en the parade greund ef eur cempeund.Facing his tetal cemplement ef appreximate
eleven hundred men eur RAF Cempeund Leader speke a few werds ef enceuragement and
advice befere the Deutschers then teek charge.With a final fleurish the Germans
stirred the head of eur celumn imte actien,and eff we marched threugh the gates of
sur cempeund fer the last time,fldnked by a hest ef guards.Many Army kriegies leeked
en sympathetically a= eur RAF celumn keaded in the directiehA ef the . €2t stalag
main gates, The arrangements fer this ferced march evacuatien were ebvieus panic
meves en the part ef the Germans,and were witheut thoug};t c{“or anizatien as
subsequent events weuld preve. On the way eut ef the caﬂﬁﬂs ewed dewn s we
appreached the Red Cress steres building  te finally ceme te a halt. This was an
ebvieus step,and as we sluggishly filed passed the building in celumn erder each man
was issued with ene Red Cress feed parcel . When it camete my turn I received a
Canadian parcel,which suited me admirably,arguably it was the best a kriegie ceuld
receive.Always an eptimist I theught we might alse receive a few cigarettes but this
did met happem,as far as I knew theym must have had seme tebacce in the stere=., I m
have been wreng in this assumptien,but if net it was a bad shew as they were hundreds
like me in the celumn witheut a cigarette te their name. That single Red Cress feed
parcel was the last we weuld ewer receive.but we were net aware ef this at the time.
A few hundred yards further en,witheut giving a backward glance ,the leng celumn ef
muffled RAF kriegies passed threugh the pertals ef Stalag 8 B ( the camp had actual
been renamed Stalag 344,but it was,and always has been 8B te me) fer the final time,
ne regrets as far as I was cencerned ,the date was 13th January,1945.
I de net knew what happened te the remaining Army P.O.W.'s,ne deubt sametime after
we had left mest. of them were alse evacuated in varieus celumns te take devieus reut:
I think seme eof them were takem threuzh Czecheg-Slevakia,and thence inte Seuthern
Germa ny.
The weather ceuld net net have been much werse,it was really terrible,the terrain was
snew cevered,and it kst was freezing hard as we rezchked a peint several kilemetres
bey end lamsderf with the tempe rature new well beley zere.
The initial stages of this march preved te be a pesitive mighimare jbeing =e blesdy
grim I have never fergettem these first heurs. As darkness fell the snew underfeet
had frezen hard making cenditiems bad eneugh fer erdinary marching pace,the .
icy reads were like glass. Utterly disregarding all these facters the panicky
Hauptmann in charge really hustled us aleng at a ridiculeusly fast rate,he was
ranting away at his guards whe respended by fercing mur celumm te preceed at
2lmest deubling pace with the assistance of their rifle butts. N
The bleedy Germans centinued with thase fercing tacties,in fact we had te endure
them for heurs well inte the night ,as we ataggeredgglipping and stumbling aleng the
dark,bleak Silesiam country reads,This mights march was 3 disaster,net witheut
casualties fer threugheut these dark heurs exh austed,heavkly ladem kriegies
ee]llapsed,and fell by the wayside im dreves.The embittered majerity,which imcluded
myself,whe weuld survive the rRight ceuld only‘ﬁéve vent te their feelings with

5 > ' 5
Varieus vecal eb=ceme expressiens aimed ’Lgﬁai;‘*yat the German Happtmann inm charge,



UNCHARITARLE

The march Fuhrer,this ®5&¥8¥ Hauptmann by virtue ef his actiens muat have theught
the Russians were breathing dewn eur necﬁa,he really had the breeze up,altheugh they
w ere advancing acress Peland at breakneck speed the Russkis were =til]l seme miles
awa y,and they had yet te cress the barrier that was the River Oder. With what 1little
breath,and e nergy we had in reserve,further expressive ebscenities centinued te be
levelled agains t the efficer,and his underlings,the mest cewmen ene again implied
the questienable legitimacy ef their parents. Every kriegie in the celumn was en the
peint ef exhaustien after enduring the first six er seven heurs ef this rat race
in the dark,wintry freezing cenditiens,tefured leg muscles badly needed a rest.

st ene kriegie was aware of which directiem we were heading in the darkness,and fer
gﬁat matter nebedy really cared,all I wanted waszéet my head dewn.

colRT A I HEoTS 1 i BEL " ES T OUReTS 30187, ERETARY MR, "Fe bhg RlgEk Silesian
I was net the enly ene te give a huge sigh ef relief,as I‘glanced at my watch with
the aid ef a lighted match I was xxpix® surprised te see that the time was 11 pm LI
had net realised '~ __ . we had been en the ge for se leng a peried. We were then herd-
—¢ d inte a large barm which had a thick cevering ef straw. Inside the barn I had
been carried aleng semewhere im the centre ef the milling thremg,and when it seemed 4
the mass ef meving bedies had ceme te a step,I just sank dewn thankfully en the B
straw at that particular spet,grateful fer the rest.Packed in 1like cardimes,every inch
of =pace was eccupied,we were, practically layins en each sether all abselutely
"knmackered", a term I thinﬁ:gﬁily described eur cenditien. New that everybedy was
bedded dewn the big questien was “hew te get eut te relieve ene's s=elf,a seemingly
impessible task ever such a mass ef packed Bedies in the darkness. Nevertheless it
it was a necessary evil,and at varieus intervals threugheut the night innumerable
) . 8leeping kriegies were siepped upen in the precess. Unfertuneatly
there was ne alternative te the preblem,and in the best service slang, cheice
expletives were shewered en the unfertunate lads with the pressing need.
: Just befere I went te sleep I decided te take off my Beets in erder ts rest
my tired feet. I then placed them well dewn amengst the deep straw in a pesitien
which weuld be under my =leeping bedy. This well meaning actien preved te be . my
first big mistake ef this march,and I simply ceuld net believe my eyes when 1 awake
the fellewing merning frem my sleep ef exhaustien. The bleedy beets were frezen selid
Jesus,it must have been anzmultra celd,icy night,and te think they were hidden in
deep straw underneath my bedy,it was hard te believe, After many exerting attempts=s
it was net pessible te get them en my feet,what an 000 predicament after ene day's
march .I did net fancy being left behind1there was safety im mumbers , hewever I feund
a likely selutien te my preblem. Outside the barm I feund that seme ef the lads had
built a few small fires in erder te heil water fer brews ef tea befere the
recemmencement ef the mareh. Ignering the icy celd greund under my steckinged feet
I attempted te thaw eut my rigid ®eets ever ene of the fires=.This actien was enly
partly s uccessful,despite my efferts the sffending feetwear remained =lightly stiff.
The celumn was abeut ready te be en the meve se due te the time facter I had ne
eptien but te put the beetis eh my feet,and theugh they chafed my skin afferwards
I had te keep geing but within a few heurs the leather eased te beceme pliable,
That tactless mistake was net repeated duripg the _. =~ remainder ef th e
march,the bleedy things remained en my feet FIBOUCHME fellewing seven er eight
weeks, ' : During these first few days the grim weather did net relent
at all centinuing te be bitter celd,with the snew still with us,and the temperatures
well belew zere.

136



—

#t this stage it was arrarent that the CGerman off icer in charge ?f aur march had really no
fixed idea as to wher e,and what w¢ we re heading for.lt was 9?v1?u5 that no orderly plan was
in opera tion concerning eitiher the route or arrangements for Plckl?g up r?ilons a? selected .
re ndevous,instead it seemed es if hex was continuing to rely on hit or miss tazctics and pani
moeves.In such circumstances for days on end our long column traipsed all over and around

the flat,uninteresting,snow covered Silesian landscape,and while doing se I saw very little
eigns of any human habitatien in the loeczlity though we kept to small country %Ezgs and roads.
No deubt the rough weathe r kept them indoors,sensible people . Cold and hungrey as we
trudged steadily through the snow we were certainly messed about,and seemed to be marching

in both zigrzag and circular routes around the Upper bilesian countryside in the area
below and west of Breslau (Now Wroclaw) seemingly to avoid the advancing Russians who were
thereabouts er approaching the hiver Oder . The Russkis were said to be confronting the
fortress town of Breslau,which would later be surrounded,and laid siege te while at the same
time . byepassed ﬂy”ﬂﬁits of the First Ukrainian Front.

The First Ukrainian front army under the command of Marshall Kpmev had launched three spearhe
attacks which were apparently at that time aimed at Breslau,and both north and south of this
town. The latter spearhead was heading in our direction but unforﬂhnately not quite fast
enough,and inrfact the Russians were always some miles behind us, The food situation was
really desperate ,our sclitary Red Cross food parcel would not lest very long,and the Germans
were living up to their reputation and not supplying us with any food at all. We had to surviv
three or feur deys at a time without any breac ration before at the odd selected rendevcus a
bread lorry would unexpectedly turn up,but these occcasiona were few and far hetween. o dcubt
our TAF leader did remonstrate on our hehalf at the Cermans failure to issue some sort of
food,but it failed to make any difference to our plight,we continues to be ccld and hungry.
Tn the prevelent conditions we certainly could have used znother food percel cn leaving the
Stalag,and in retro=pect it was also my opinion that our own Camp authorities cculd possibly
have done better by us,but in gaying that I was not aware of the tetal camp stock of foed
parcels at that time. I knew it wes possible the Red Cross stocks were limited,and I was also
aware that they were still a hell of & lot of }r.C.w.'s left behind in Stalag 8 B.

ifter the first few days the German strztegy continued ir the szme vein our column was still
being hustled along covering many kilometres in the same old zig zag pattern withecut meking
a great deal of progress in a straight line to the west. Even the guards vroved tc be unaware
of each daily destination of our marching column,it certainly was & case of *the blind lrading
the blind. No fixec arrarngements for sleeping quarters e n route had evidently been planned,
and at the éonclusion of each days march in the pitch darkness we would be herded into any
old derelict barns cor factory buildings that were readily available in that particular
locality.st the terminetion of these dzily fceotslo,ging sercions deegjite being cold and weary
I and countless others would scmehow find that little bit of extra energyio rush forwardend
try to obtain the best bed positions inrespect of warmth,and lack of dra ughts.Cold winds
blew through the many apertures,and broken windows in these barns, ralso heleg in the roofe
did not help matiers.In such an environment it was every man for himgelf when it czame to the
bedding down stakes.,ge nteel methods had no place on this march.
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mhe Silesian recidents of this bleak,snow covered country area,of whom I saw very little,.
had rumerous windfalls,and must have really thought their fortuneghad changed for the better.
The reason was simply that many of the now exhausted airmen broken by the pace of th%s hellist
march,the grim conditions endured and . . meinly the burdens of weight now began to dltch,an@
abandon all manner of kit together with personal belongings over a wide area of the countryside
The strain was now beginning to tell,and scme of the loads caried were just too much to bear.
Tersonal belongings of all types were strewn and scattered zll over miles of the bleak,snow
covered terrzinwhich gave a visual appearance of innumerable black dots amidst a tota 1ly
w hite background. Inevitably these involuntary donations would be picked up fortuitously by
the various locazl residents few though they seemed to be. Quite a‘ﬂ%&’ my fellow marchers had
defirite ly overburdened themselves,no doubt loth to leave anything behind in the camp,and et
the same time being blissfully unaware of the privations they would have to endure on this
cevere forced march. A great manﬁfﬁbulﬁ drop cut through exhaustion,various illnesses ,znd
s ome would die. 411 manner of things were dumped even boxes of cigarettes,what secrilege,why
these were off loaded 1 cannot comprehend,z sheer weste when they could ezsily have been E hare
out amonggt the deserving cases,like me for instance‘l was cne of many without a cigarette to
his name.
As we were plodding slowly but steadily across the flat wilderness which was the Silesian plairy
- e | . e O : 2 " the sky became really dark,and a fiew
blizzard of considerable severity hit us with biting strong - gale force winds and thick
driving snow. In the very limited visibility the arcltic like conditions were reminiscent of
the "Trail of 98" in the Yukon,at least thats how it struck me. COCur long column was now
longer than ever because of the blizzard ,indeed it had lost all senmblance to a column being
well strung out as long gaps materialised with up to & hundred yards seperating strugeling
gr oups,and individuals. Snow covered bodies,bent forward, K siruggled on against the elements
w ith balaclava helmets now comning into their own,and only my eyes were uncovered zs I battled
on steadfzstly with head down and shoulders hunched,a white snow covered arparition.
During this stage of the march at the heightlof the blizzard I could not see any of the guards
anywhere around they seemed to have disappeared from the flanks., I guessed the ° crafty
buggers were riéing on the attendant wagon at the rear of the column along with the Cfficer
in charge,they certainly did not seem to be on feot negotiating the gale force snowstorm,
I certainly did not see any point in tryirg to escape at this juncture in such Siberianlike
conditions,miles from apywhere with no chance at all of obtaining any food.
rfter five or six days of our aimless meandering apound the Silesian countryside it was now
evident that the haphazard route was at long last begi:ning to teke shape,zs it now seemed that
we were . - ‘heading in a north westerly direction towards the town of. IEIGNITZ (Legnicz) which
on & straight line was & distance of severty kilometres from Breslau (Yroclaw) . Cur column
entere d,and pzesed straight through the town of Leignitz heading more or lese due west for
GORIITZ which we now understood from the atiendant (ermans was tc be our next port of call,
Stalag 8 A being the prison camp in which our RuF contingent would rest for a few days before
continuing en our way westwards.
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Ais our celumn entered the sutskirts efthe tewn of Leignitz 1 neticed that fertificatiens
had been hurriedly censtructed with read blecks in eperatien flarked by several machise
gun nests.Many tank traps were in evidence tee., Our fesd situvatien was new begirning te
reach the critical stage fer despite the premises of the German Hauptmann in charge eof

our march ne bread ratiens had been forthceming.Fer days en end he kept febbing us eff

with the same eld stery that at the next step a brezd lerry wesuld be waitiing fer us,it very
rarely was. Yeg, as T+ as we were cencerned the Haupimann was net exactly a pepuler figure.
Ne deubt he had his treubles,but it was evident that the chaetic pregress ef this march was
in step with the general ... . .. disintegratien ef the Bhird Reich.

On-the edd eccasien we did meet up with the evasive brezd lerry all that we received was a
very small ratien per man which when cut up censisted ef enly three slices,ard zt the rest
this was happening enly three times a week. My foed parcel,received en sur derarture frem
Tamederf,was new very nearly en its last 12 gs,nething much being lef t of iie centents.
Curprisingly ,ene night the tread lerry did turn up as premiced,but instead ef the usual
black bread we were each handed a srmall cardbeard bex x which centa ined what the Hermans
called "Nackebret" .T can enly desecribe the centeits as being a sert ef crisp bread,wafer
style elightly similiar te cur Ryvita. The bex held abeut six ef there fairly leng wafe rs,
and they were very quickly digpesed off,net very filling théugh,but in the circumsta nces,
theugh inadecuate the "Nackebret' was better than receiving nething et all.

The distance frer leignitz te Gerlitz was senewhere in the regien ef ene hundred

kilemetres as the crew flies,buﬂwe wer;”gloady crews,and in the precess never travelled
2 nere er less straight rauteibéing always taken indirectly aleng winding miner reads,and
lane=s which was always the leng way * . arsund, Our centingent at the terminatien ef each
days march either slept in fields,barns er eld factery buildings up te this peint.
The weather was still bitterly celd,but fertuneatly the snew had ceased . The harsh cenditiens
persisted,and were the cause ef eur ranks centinuing te thin c¢ut as many mere eof eur lads fel.
by the wayside suffering frem exhaustien,bad feet,dysentery,and ether ailments,I did net knew
wha t happened te mest of them,but evidently many ef them were picked up afterwards as :
ol iy e quite a lapge number were on hand waiting at Stalag 8 A ,Cerlitz when
eur celumn eve ntually arrived at that camp. visuaLeY
Appreaching Gerlitz the general situatien was ene eof apparent tetal cenfusien,it appeared
that the Cermans were beginning te fall apart at the seams. The reads were censpiceusly
checzableck mest eof the time with all serts ef different forms ef transpert,including carts.
As well as }.0.W.'s en ferced marches,hundreds of refugees with their carts piled high with
their werldly geeds were heading west te aveid the advancing Russians,and German military
units seemed te be heading beth ways. At ene stage we passed by a Russian F.C.W. cenvey,
these peer =euls lived a grey,desperate existence fer hunger was with them all and every day.
4 The Russki kriegies leeked like scarecrews,with their grimy ingrained faces,and emaciated
fﬂ angular features wearing tattered clething with feetpads areund their feet, Ltheut fifty
of these prer buggers were chained te a cembined harness frem which they were pulling er
dracgring a bleedy grezt sledge like centraptien,which was piled high with gear. The Russian
T.0.W.'8 were treated like snimals,and in th.s case they were certainly werking like herses.
Fundreds ef theusands ef them died in captiviiy many ef them frem typhus epicderics,in their
weakened cenditien they had litile er ne recislance te diseazse,while en the ether hand
thousands . were simply shet eut ef hand. In cenparisen with their let we were lucky,
during ne~mal P.C.W. existence we had Red Cress feed parcels,medicihes etc available te us
the peer eld Russians had nething,badly ireated they just died.

Further along our route another pitiful sight presented itself which made our hackles
rise.0ur column passed by & fairly lar ge party of Hungarian Jewess's who were
shuffling along the road heading in the opposite direction to us ,apparently heading
east,escorted by a number of hardfaced,black uniformed BS.85. guards.khat was to be
their fate was a matter for conjecture,but at that stage of the war we RAF kriegies#
well wishers hoped that these unfortunate females would survive,

Le each section of our long column pass ed them by the lads gave them the loudest
vocal encouragement. At the same time many of our lads threw saution to thc winds to
27im a chorus of hisses,a nd jeers at the g lowering S5.S. thugs,they w ere taking a
chanece certainly of being on the painful ¢ nd of a gun butt or even shot.
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tfter thirteen days of grim marching in adverse conditions of all types with little or no

5
b pna - from the Germansfﬁe“ngSESEed through the gautes of Stazlag 8 4,Gorlitz.

s far as we airmen were concerned 1 thought 8 E,Lamsdorf was & grim enough canmp,but this
stalag was much worse,a really depressing locking place,with a gloomy forlorn atmosphere,

L peculiar smell hung around this prison camp which I find difficult to describe,but it gave

e 2 distinct feeling of forebeding . The first impression that ran through my mind was thet

[ would be very regieved when we left this cemp to get on the move again,and sumple some
fresh air.  Stalag 6 4 was populated by Russian,Belgian,and French F.0.W.'s in the mein with
severre] other European nationalities thrown in. The Irench aznd Belgian barrzck huts were
2laces compared with the Ruesian quarters. During our few days rest in this camp myself and-a
"ew mates meandered around the compounds taking the opportunity to leok arownd the huts,and
dbaerve . . .. . L * from the "kriegie" angle how the other half lived.

‘hile the others,who must have been residents foo a few yezrs,scemed to be well orgarired,and
comfortably placed the Russians in direct cénirast had only a roof above their hezds,znd hzd teo
:ndure Dbare,w coden table like bunks 1o rest on. The smell in their austere,=znd no dcubt
rerminous barrack huts was terrible,there was no dcubt that the Germans trested them abombnably
out there was nothing the poer cld Nusckis could do about it,only sulfer.

ramspired that the French and Beégians received one Red Cross parcel per month,while our
ered,emaciated Rursian friends received sweet nothing at all,no Red Crose feod for then or
.~ Us for that matter in that camp. During the twe weeks we hzd been on the road az tetal of -
early three hundred of our RaF lads hud drorped out by the waycide thrdig h either exhzustion
r illness.Fortunestly some of them were pi up «long the route to rejein our eolumn =t
sorlitz,and so continue the march westwards.with their comrzdes. Rough =nd rigorous za this
long distance endurance test was the very tnought that we were slowlybut surely plodding our
vay in a westerly direction towards either our Lritish or .merican armies geve us the will

ewe r  te keep going, physical and illness problems being the only drawbachg. There was no
loubt that even more leaner days were shcad,we were existing now en small rationzs of brea
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cup en alternate days. The bread when it turned up was invarizbly new,and the sms=1l rittance
id not go very far,most of us disposed of the c eagre retion almost immediately.
' 11 TLamsd I Bap tinrent rested fo Lae eelk at Stalss . 1 . ; .
n all our . Lamsdorf R:F centingent reste o Weexk at Stalsag 8 f,and during that time

the v F.0.%. "8 % nE

'ith our phy=ical batteries rechzrged the 8 I AuF column wes reac=s embled,packs at the rezdy,
nd without & flourish we marched out ef Stalag 8 4,Gorlitz onz a dull Saturdey n

W

o the . ' move hed arrived too.,

crning early
n the month of February by which time the advancing Russian forces had ‘crossed the River COder
outh of Freslau, Zefore 1 aving Gorlitz we were issued with tuvo oeys rations ty the Cerrans.
lespite this we were rtill hungry,but we felt slightly more lively than hitherio following our
ert period,and that day plodded steadily onwards t0 cover ninetren kilcmetres to = vlace called
arienbach. The .mcene was much the sare as ever,once again e were herded into = 1a}ge barn
or the night where some of the wide boys re-enzcted theixr rush for the bert bed pesition
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Tortunezt 1y +he fol]ghihg deys effert wes only a short jaunt in comparisonibeing onlyi- a mere

twelve kilometres to a small village named Weisse nberg where we lined up for a =pot of heot
coffee,ersatz or not it certainly took the chill away.while continuing in & westerly directicy
it appeared that the town of Bautzen some twe nty kilometres distant was to b?(ﬁpr next port cof
call.. e . During the Ime evening as our col?mn slowly enatered the puts kirts of Bautzi
groups of Germa n soldie’rs 1558 55 hand strengthen%ng recently erecied defencﬁ?'on both sides
of the main road blocks yand’tank %raps. It was evident from the _. - preparatipbns that they
were expecting the Rurssians at some time or . other who were obviocusly stesdily ecrtinuing |
their onward trend. Somewhe re in the midst of Bautzen the column waut{inally called 4o 2 hzlt
outside what looked ve ry much like a military establishment,with Weychmacht uniforms much ih
evidence.We w ere to be billetted for the night in Bautzen Army barracks to besin what proved
to be a fairly regular sttachment with the Cermen Army in respect of sleeping quarters

T4 woulﬁ'be & change from derelict barns,and old factory buildings. That night therefore was
t he first of many others to follew iz in which we would be the guests of the Wehrmacht ,and
althoug@ihis meant sleeping on concre te floors et this stage of the game acute discomfort
meant nothing to me,I could now take it all in my stride. 'the most irportant item was food,
however sparse,it was necéussary to keep the legs mobile. In this connection we were indeed
fortunate for i followed that accomodation in Military institutiéns meant that we were alway;
certain of receiving some scoxrt of food which enabled us to keep ticking over,even if it was
only coffee and an issue of soup,w hick in fact rroved to be the usual YWehrmachi hand out,
'hat in fact is exacily what "we received after a long wait in the cold as cur lengthy cclumn
jueued up bef ore bedding down in haphazard fashion on the concrete floor of the gymnasium in
Jautzen barracks. Stretched out fully dressed,including my great coat,I wrapped my on ly
olanket around me,and usiag my kitbag as a pillow I was very scon ... - in a sleep of exhauste
-ion. Brezkfast the follewing morning was cnly a cup of coffee before we were on the nove

again heading eternzlly weestwards . .. seemingly towards ¥amenz,z long drag of
-wenty six kilometires with the column slightly reducing in numhers as more “lads in blue

inable to continue dropped out by the wayside. -_ Lo L . . . _ The contents of
ny Canadian food parcel had 2ll been de molished,except for the large tin 6f Xlim milk powde r
T which a small amount still remained. I had even tried a concoction of this very goodrillk
bowder mixed with snow in my tin mug,. .. which did nét prove very successful or palathbie,
eally a waste of good material .

‘his particularly eevere forced march up to now had &ll the hallmsrks of organised chaos.
‘haotic is certainly the only word to deceribe how this day progrecsed,the German organisation
mder rressure was in my estimation bloody awful,and a yeal "cock up" was the result,

Cur march Fuhrer, the irresponsblle Germa n

fficer,well remembered for hig panicky meesures cn that exacting first nighi of the ma »ch

r hen he . and his minibdns forced us t

o double on the iey roads with the help of - o
ifle butts, had no idea where our next port of call was to be. Lnce azain he relentlessly drove
s forward,as 1 and the other .. weary footsloggers lurched on and on well beyond HKamenz,our

3

riginal intended =top., It was well past lale evening as opur
he darkness all absolutely on cur shinstra;s. At this late
ece thirty five kilometres,when ai long last & crescendo of shouiing_and bawling in Teutonic
erms indicated that we had at last arrived somewhere,it proved to be another Wehrmacht "heotel,
he time was just after nine pm,and at this late hour we hed Just concluded one ef our lengest

column weaved alcng unsteadily in
hour we had covered at = very slow

aily footslogging sess ions.
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% the n lined up four or five deep for the only meal of the day coffee and soup,our tongues
cere literslly hanging out. This was t; night ef the 1)+h February,and very scon after we had
seen shepherded into the lurge bavrdc gymnasium to sleep out the night the air raid sirens
~terted wailing,and in noc time at 2ll every German asbove the ground hzd disarpeared Trom view .
[t was a black,starry night,and twenty thousand fect above us +he boys of Bomber Command weraﬂ.
reading for nearby Dres denphthﬂ prOVCd to be one of the many devastating raids of the wax
by S : e = 1T P it certainly preved to be the most controversizl ,
'n the cirecumstnces iegies were wendering all over the barracks. During the confusion,
lespite our fatigue, I and a few mates welked out of the buarraucks,znd wandered up, the nearby
rillage to wetch the bombing raid fr om & smell church en top of a hill,zll the bermans had
sone to ground. Dresden was not ve ry farxz awey from our present position being some fifteen
riles or so to the south, Tn the distunce the city was a mass of flames,and fires,znd I ecould
see the refléction of the bomb bursts cn the near horizon. The scene reninded very much of the
first Thousand raid con Coclogne,e xcepti in comparison this apreared to be a real '"milk runty &
piece ol cake as there was no oppcsition at 2ll from what I saw,perhaps one searchlight,but no
flek, It looked like & soft tecuch for the four engined boys. It mede me feel rezlly en V1OH5 to
chink that in a few more hours the crews would be landing back at their bases to enjoy 2
orezkfast of bzcon and eggslucky lads. It wes nc exa,peration when I quote that every . p
Jeuteche r in the vicinily wes under cover in the sheliers,and for that meztiter we cculd have
scarpered,but where %o £ . With no feod available,in pcor physiczl condition where could we
1eve gone at this stage of the : ' . proceedings. The pu*nt of conflict had reached the
~tsge at vhich there was salety in numbcwﬁ,vnnaerlng abroard inm ones and twos was znking to be
=hot cut of hand by either 835 troops or thex Gectaro. Having bée™n an eye witness,ad ~ittedly a
long distance spectator,little did I realise the adverse publicity the Lresden raid,and Pomber
“ormand would reeceive in leter jyesrs,what sheer bloody hypocrisy.
weedless to sey my metes and I did not overstep the mzrk,and returned to the barrse cka,and our
ronerete fleor beds without mirhap well before any Germzns commenced to run arcund,so0 we felt
uite *1ea:eﬁ with cuvrselves afier such a ecaper,gecry or rot. In the walie of that hertic
1rht 11 wae alrost twelve noon before our 2aF colum wes crganised to evertually get under
= o“v1ouv the Germans weuld keep us well clear of the Lresden arca,gnd this g
r"410“ proved correet a5 we slowly nade our way due weet to finish up &t & place called
’orw gstruk,and its air my barracks. This time we hz:pened 1o be the guests of & lanze r brigade
‘ho zpparertly were expecting us zs 1 hey hed erected four large marquee tents on tre barrack
scuare which were sufficient to house our HAaF contingent for the nicht. The German tank men
cnepicous in thgig dark uniforms did not seem to resent our intrusion,but alsec staticned in
hese barracks - “a detachment of Hitlé r Yourh who were arrogant little bastards,and
wecordingly acted very belligerently tcowards variocus members of our kriegie column,being RAR
. wae avare thal we were not exactly popular.
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In our cendition and eircumstances all we could do was to grim,and bear it,those:
voung Cerman fonobics were re“l Wazis. The £ ollowing day's march turn§d eut.to be
only a shert stint of fifteen kilometres,but this distonce was not a chieved in a
elear eut manner.Somewhere arouwad the half way mark our columm came abruptly to a halt
being ordered te fell out.Our kriegie moss diwided to reclime on the grass verges
occupying both sides of the road,we would remain thus for quite a long peried of time.
.We did not mind the rest .and while deing justi this many 2 group Gave vent to their
feelings using, ence ?aﬂillaratypical airerew mz joargon,the gist of which was net
very CDEPllEBRvﬁIT 40 the Cermans in eontrol of this epie mareh,

Then barbed wlrQ“ﬁad gone but our presmmt predicament,im every woy, was even more
Trecarious.

The Germaon Hauptmanw had given the orde r to halt,but then suddenly disappeared
‘from the scene,leaving his subordinates kelding the baby.®incrmumiyximm Actually he
hod gone on in frcni cnvlously in search of an appropiate billetfeor the fcllewwng
nignhts rest.Some time later he returned appa rently triumphant ;te urge kis lesmer

nlulanﬁﬁﬂ and extract our resting column from the hedge rows to coentinue our travels.
Eviad Dnzly he had fowmd a large State farm in the lecnlity. A few niles further on
the place carme into view,and fellowing the usual pre linminaries we were bedded down
in a2 colossal barm,truthfully I had mever before,or since for, that matter, set eyes
en & larger ome,it wzs 2 tremendous size. When at last all had settled smww inside
this huge barm the German guards left us to it. Now that the coast was clear, myself,
and mxeseveral cther lads decided te explore the vast upper reaches of the interier
ef the born to engage in 2 spot of foraging. The ensuing search was reasenably
guccegsful,] feund a few vegetables,a couple of eggs,and I alse filled my greatceat
pockets w1uh supply of dried clever leaf,having had 2 sudden brainwave that the

g tuff wonld conveniently roll in the German cigarette papers I had irn my battledress
pocket. I had net indulged in a smoke of any descriptien for a reried eof mearly two
ponths so obvieusly I iImt now had plans,but weould I enjoy smoking dried clover leafl ?

After by passing Dresden we were new heading in a seuthwesterly direction,and afyer
leaving the State Farm at Kolloreith our ecelurm headed towards the River Elbe,and the
town of MEISSEN,which was about twenty kilometres distont, Onece a2gain we spent the
night in yet o nother A roy barracks just outside Meissen,and before we retired
eur very extensiwue snake like quéu e spent mest of the evening waiting patiemtly for
the usual issue of soup,dixies at the ready,
The follewing day we crossed 2 bridge over the River Elbe,the valley of which preaents
a very picturcesguesand impesing sight, then marched tnroLgh the town of Meissen to
then progress aleng the west banlk of the Elbe in the general direction of Ieipzig.
After an hour or twe of conversaiional marching we dewiated due west,atwhich point
ey thoughts switched to ny greatcoat pockels,and the dried elover leaf,Ves, 1 decided
that the time was ripe to iry o smoke,but would the mixture roll ? I decided to give
it a go anyway,and while shambling aleng slowly I momewhat laberiously managed to
accomplish the task,duly 1lit up to continue on my way alengside "Jacke",an oppe of
mine, At the time +the celumm was tramping over & cobbled thoroughfare,and whilst
puffing away at ny heme made clover leaf cigarelte ,nmysteriocusly I could net feel
the hard stones beneath oy boats,i* wes as if I was walking on soft,fleecy clounds.
I experienced the queer sensation of a detached being walking on air,my head was
fuggy a2a if I was being slowly drugged,which of course I was, My mate "Jacke" thought
it was highly amusing,but alter that experience clover leaf fags were definitely out
as faw as I was crncerned,and I gquickly dispesed of the remainder ef the narcetic
like weed repesing inside my greatcoat peckets, The only other similiar experience,or
‘experiment if you like, was an abortive attempt to smoke dry tea leaves in a pipe,
vhich produced an entirely different,but egually dangerous result te the clover leaf
epigode, Thia time I was lucky I did not lese the lining of ny tongue.
After cramming the dried tea leaves inte the bowl of ny plpe,I then lit up,the ensuir
effect was devastating,te =ay the least, T took several good drags on the pipe,and tk
inhaling effect was similiar te a Blow toreh jet of flame down ry throat,ny eyes
rrotuded ,and 2 celd pweat appeared on ny brow. With a silent oath I quickly withdrew
the pipe,and muttered softly to my eppe "Never again”.
Needles tc say those Yeme off" experizents were net repeated during the remainder of
the mareh T swore I would emwtain myself,wait patiently,and anticipate the blies of

@ﬂJD"nnr% when I would ultinmately smeoke the real MeCoy,2 Virginia cigarettesw,

08

43

Toe
B



(Y

Slewly pushing .77 .. on ip a westerly direction our column wvas now in an area

in w hich air raid warnings wers becoming more and more frecuent ;and during varieus
days large fermations of USAAF four engined bombers Tassed zbheve us flying at a
height of belween twenty five '~ . a nd thirty thousand feet. Yumereus hesvy flak
ba tteries were censtantly in I ctisn aginst the Yank bex forms tiens,and in the
process showered cur celumn with fragments of drepping shrappel. During these air
reid warnings with bombing a irecraff overiea d.or in close proximity the Germansg
halted our celumn to disperse us along the weeded sides of the read for a medicum o
protectien.vhen all seemed quiet our celumn was reorganised and from this peint
8 further eighteen kilometres was covered to IOMVMAZISCH where in leng oueues we
patiently awaited en issue of soup. Lesyite the long intervals between the iesue of
the very small bread ration there was always a few kriegies who throw caution teo the
winds,and flegred their meapgre hunk of bread for g few CiaarettEs.CanSiéering the
weakmand hungry condition of most participants 8 this ferced march,T theught that
was a ridiculone deal, Fellewing a guick selection. of Wehrmacht barracks for aup
nightly kip we reverted :- -+ - .° . _. this time to the usual make shift guarter%

a collection of e¢ld barns for the impending nights rest.

The follewing day we were immebile, a rest day,and in cormon with the majority of my

fellow marchers I was horizental for rest of the day never stirring a mascle ,m
ireniecally it was a Sunday. The days rest must haielhenefitte& eur guards,fer en
Fenday morning they were right on the ball clasing everybody around,reusting ene and
211 with exeecsive zeal coupled with the eld familiar werbal accompanirent of "Raus"
"Raus™ "Aufstehen" ete. It was evident that the German Hauptmann ha d given ord ers
s e : . that an early start to the days march was reouire 4,

This they achieved,and we subsecuently tramped twe nty kilemetres te the twn of
DOEEIN,arriving about three pm te be invelved ence egain in a2 leng drawn sut Trocess
as our colwm lined up fer an issue ef seup.7¥m In cur situation time meant nething
at all te us ,and much later we were billetted inside a large gymnasium the floor of

which wa s liberally cevered with a layer of straw,such luxury . This cevering of

s traw proved te be benefical as the old benes were becoming mere and mere rreminent
¥y legs were new literally just skin and bene,there wus ne decubt thet we were =11
guickly arprezching a distinet eimilierity te walking skeletons. Air rzaid warnings
were now a regular gccupmmee with USitF feur engined bonbe rs peunding away =t

Certrzal Cerran tzrpgets during each day .The air battiles were tzking place out of ewr
range of wvision altheugh several four engined Ikites had beer seen geing dowvm in the
di=tance. Slewly wending our way zleng the country roads in eur custemary zig zag

fashi-n it sremed as - if we were heading in the direction of leipzig . Twenty
kilometres fu-ther en our ceclumm came to halt semewhere inside the t™ewn of LEISNIG

where we visited a further Army ertablishment ,anether hard fleer to aleep on,

Our cemplement was indeed fertunzte 2t this venue as we obtained a recseonahle
ameunt of substantial food the first time for many days.Jt was hzrd to believe ,but
we were igsued with five days ratiens of bread,and a portien of tinneg meat ,

The total bread ration ameunted to two and two fifths loaves between two men. We had
never seen se much bread zinee leaving the Stalag,and ’ G i understaiiably
some of the lads went berserk zt this unexpected windfall . Instead of retioning

themselves in an endeaveur to make the food last they had a real tuck in as though
it really was the last supper,while on the other hand a very

small minerity exchanged
part of their bread rations for the inevitable cigarettes,
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That was not for me,no sirree,survival was the name of the game,and accordingly
I intended to make my rations last several days at least,perhaps even the whole
five days. Former P.0.W. combines were now a thing of the past, and had been so
for quite some time,during the current grim conditions it was now every man for
himself.On 20th February weary.grimy.,and footsore, but slightly rejuvenated by
our unexpected windfall in respect of food rations.we left LEISNIG to laboriously
cover twenty three kilometres before being called to a halt at BAD LAUSICK where
we slept the night in a group of small.draughty barns. I thought our luck was
really changing now as prior to continuing our march we were issued with coffee
and soup,a novelty as far as the latter was concerned for that explicit time of
day. BORNA was ‘our next scheduled stop.a mere twelve kilometres was all we had
to travel. Our columiyas ordered to halt just outside this town,and the guards

motioned us to fall out.and rest in the hedgercwgpn each side of the road.the
reason being that an air radd was in progress. Many eyes switched skywards,I
could not see any aircraft,but there seemed to be an abundance of heavy flak
bu.rst™s dotted around the sky.After some considerable time it was apparent that
the all clear had been given as we were then galvanised into action to move on.
. JOur column then entered the town to spend the night in vet another Wehrmacht
barracks,and at this stage of the march the concrete floors now seemed to be
excessively hard,and uncomfortable. The reason was simply that my bones were
becoming more and more prominent.
The following morning it was ten am before we were finally assembled in some sort
of orderly formation to proceed further,and at this point we were now well into
our second month of this marathon trek across Germany.VWe ambled on,an apt -
description,but trudged is probably the correct word,for another twenty eight
kilometres when we spent the night in a small place by the name of WURCHWITZ.
Air raid warnings were commonplace with the Yank daylight bomber boys still
pounding away,and the opprosing Germans countering by filling the sky with myriad
heavy flak bursts. Whilst on the road we passed through a badly bombed village
or was it a very small town.,which had sustained very severe damage.evidently
Yank daylight formations were ._=.. the guilty culprits. I could not understand,
and neither could other lads why an insignificant place like that had been '
bombed.. The village seemed deserted,it should have been it was more or less in
ruins,and certainly did not contain anything remotely resembling military value.
From what I could see as we trudged through the debris'it had previously been a
Amall community of what had previously been dwelling houses. At the
conclusion of the day's march we shared the delights of a large barn vwhich at
some time or other sustained some bomb damage,almost all the roof slates were
missing as a result.Falling out after the days march I wase quiclk off the mark,and
S0 managed to obtain a good sleeping position that was free ! :

a

from the many
cold,icy draughts that were eddying throughout the barn. Perhaps 1 can reiterate

that it was every man for hinself during these chaotic conditions,sometimes I was
fortunate while other times perhaps notrone had to take the rough with the
smooth.and press on. One thing was certain, I found out during the onward course
of this forced march1wjth its physical privations,and lack of food,that when the
chips are really down one finds out in stark reality who are the real friends,and
mates.Quite a lot of the Stalag combines fell out with each other for various
reasons,some split up quite early on in the march,l was éne Such individual
involved.

Many dysentery cases were left behind,at different intervals during the
march,miles from anywhere to be - abandoned.and left to languish in'barn%

many of these unfortunates simply faded away as they laid in the straw,and
died,there being no medical help in the immediate vicinity. Of course,some vere
lucky,and were rescued to finish up safely in nearby Stalags. On this march it
was vital if at 21l possible to endezvour to keep poing regardless,but for many
it proved impossible.
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he very latest !"Cen" accoriing £ o our own MaF leader,based on information he had received
rom our incompe e tent "friend" the Germsn Hauptmann, was the news that we should be arriving
t a Stilag on Saturday,?4th February,which hurdly seemed credible as today was the day on which
t was all suppcsed to happen. : ;
n com on with mest of ry comrades around me I accepted this irformation with & wry smile,ve

aﬁ heard such fairy tales before,znd not one Hj.}‘ gﬁaégi%g vas inclined to believe zrything

s German officer sald or promised. He wes~ . -~ . . gstringing us along with
=] oo ¥i - ™~ + 4 -
mpty promises,as fer s he was cencerned it wus & ytk ng for a guiet 1&E§4tﬂmaef¢lty T am

ure Me did not ¥now the real answer to our prediceament. It was,end alucy=ﬁ§ulacnz that his

=ndom arrangemerts only progressed fron dey tc day derending e ntirely on what accomedation

e could find for the following qlﬁn ynot that he would have wdinitted that this vwas the case.

n the merning of the 24th, the day in quevtLon,nlth the column moollalnc marcb continued with

ny of t he lads arp“enCﬂSAVE of the cutcome.we kriegies were }rcvea rirht in our convictions

no &t alaﬁ a; peared =t the exnd of the days march. Contrarily theression was the shortest hike

date,and was prcbably so for the w hole trek zs we only covered ten kilometres tc the town

ZEITZ where. for the urpteenth time ! .. we found curce e lves once again guests of the

chrmazcht incide one of the ir barrazck buildings.The flcors might be hard,but at lerst the celd,

cy draughts wers absent.Soup,cur staple diet,constituted the whole of the menu,itl was not

ery ezlubricus,but it was just enough to keep us going.

he German guhrdv accompanying our celumn on this exlra long wzlking tour of the Reich were more

T 1955 in the sane conle_Qn as F wau,'nuucﬁere&” that la,uud PrObmbly dMUu as fed up &g we

riegies;zlthough obvicusly they sarmpled & hell of & lot more fcod then us. From a physical

cint of view they seemed to be in a worse state zs most of them were middle =ged,and all these

ery much older men were members of the "Volisturm" (Feoples Army) which was an o
2+ toe our own Home Cuard.l was aware that =mcre of these vetrrans, had been ¢

vply warons at the rear of the cclurn,no Luubt feelirg Elltht_jhworﬁe for wecr. Yany of

wnger,fit scldiecrs of the Wehrmacht whc hed originslly storted out with cur JAT column

tzlag £ B,lamsdorf had long gone having tée n trenefe-red from guard dities to fighting

nits. Thes °PWdlcr¢,of cocurse ,had been replaced by the "'ol&r urm" personnel,but we =till

etained our Cerman C.C.

ﬁ

L B & B

unday 25 th February duly dawned, we were still tagﬂcring zlong in even more depleted numbers
any more had fallen by the weyside ruffering from dyrentery,bsd feet,exhaustion etec.all these
hysicel preblems still taking their toll,"Junior" Wright ,one of my former barrzck mates was sal
¢ be asuffe ring from the disesse "Beri beri" . No cdoubt some of these munfortunste kriegies
ould be picked up,othe rs would not be so fortunate. leanvhile the promiced destination,that
ythical Stalag was ae . yet nowhere in sight,znd the day se€e med endless with everyhody mowe
lees gbsolutely shagged. Wwe could scarcely pub one foot in front of the cther aa the epic
& carried on and ocn - _ * ', relentlessly. ke Cur situation hed once agin reached the chzotic
age,we had already very painfully irave lled = distance of thirty kilometres throug kout the
ysand the bloedy Germens were still driving us on,to what th't wes the guestion,.. o
pacred very slowly tnrougq the small town of EISENBERG,and shambled cnward for another seven
eight kilometres befere at long last Joud gutiural sheubs of command brought our zlrmost
at'c column to a8 hazlt,the cuestion on most lips echoed the words "is it our Stalag" 7.
ining my eyes in an effort to penetrate the pitch darkness I could not see & sign of
rbed wire fences,and in our weary,bedra; glecd condition we could-nagt have really cared less

ar
1 I wanted 1o do was to get my head down,and restes nothing else seemed important. 2
i
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. closer look was not nreded to scrutinize our guarters “or the night,it certainly was no

talag being nothing more than the usual large barn.Iln consegquence of our marzthon all day

tint durirg which we marched fortyx kilometres the Cermans informed us that the following

lay would be spent resting,phew a day off from footslogging. Just as well too, the morrow

roved to be a bloedy cold day,but regerdless of the conseguences I spent the morning
éandering around the immediate locality in what turned out to be a succeesful foraging sortie.
imalgamating my spoils of war in & dixi?fiehaiu T brought te t?e boil 2 mixture which contained
Jheat ,brussel syrouts,z few greens,and dmbow potatoes over a fire one of the lads hed got gein,
‘he rough and ready concociion if nothing else was hot and filling,a very pleasani sensztion.

fter six weeks of this forced march, _ most of it carried out in desperzte snowy weather,znd
sonstant below zero temperatures I and all the cther RAF kriepies were now very weak,grimy,and
sdnstantly hungry,we all had lost & terrific amount of body weight. The only : . Jtem of

L
~lothing I hed teken off my person at any time during this endurance test was my beots,and
this wes performed once only with disasirous effects at the conelusion of +the initial days
march.

'eda y 27th February the pace of this epic merathon was slower than ever,in effect it was

only a slow trudge,we had mothing io eat all day,;and how we menaged to keep geing during the
twentyv kilometres covered to JENA I will mever krow. Cn entering thie fazirly large town

W E we;e acecomodated in our faveurite "five ster hotel" another Gernan srmy barracks te recline
~rce more on & conerete "bed!" with the ¢ld kitbag my ever present pillowe The lrng line of
brovned off RBAF kriegies had to wait until almost eight pm before we received our ffirst eats
of the day,T should say soup of the day. It was &n even longer wiit for the unfortuncte lads
towerds the end of the well,ctrung out gueue of starving bodies.

e now teok little netice of the daily air raid warnings,sznd altheugh I did not see any
formations up above the Yank bombe rs were olways in action scmewhere near.

Tt is 28th February tofay,the day T tock cff from RAF Cyoft for the last time,ut arrromixctely
ine thirty pm it would be. exzctly two years since 1 hit the silk over Relle Isle,scme

anniversary T must =ay.

Fofore leaving Jé na militzyy barriecks our ceriingent was 2t last issued with some esubstantiel
food which was despprately neceded,and' consisted of twmo days »itions of brend,znd tinned meat.
T and the mzjority of my corxades in the process.of slowly sterving made short werk of this

we lcome legacy,and consumed most of the grub there and then before our colurmn got under way.
This actien was ce rtainly necessary to fortify my s¥rength for the impending deys mavch, my
legs are now just werking from memory,snd all the other lads ere in the same boat.

Cur ceolumn is still meandering in a westerly direction,bufonly very,very slowly,znd
conseguently we only menaged to travel twelve kilometres throughout the whole of the

morning. Shortly after one pm we came to a hill at aSlete farm where we would stay for the night
Cne of my mates "Jacko",and mysell volunteered to dig latrines. No,l was not mad . my sole
pur-ose wzs to obtazin a double iscue of soup,wnich was hot,but very watery.

Cur Germen officer I/Cgpoke a few words te us which vere notable for a distihmet absence of
logic vhen he informed &ll,and sundry that an announcement hed bheen made in the German media
to the effect that the brezd ration hed been cut by & huncred graumes,snd that there was now
a grave shortage of potatoes in the Heich . 4s far as it ccncerned usrihis wes a ridiculous
ststement,it was indred a big laugh,being of no conseguence at all, We herdly received any
bread,and certainly we had not r& ce ived o single potato since our S talag days.
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cta lag days are now but a me mory,we had & tendency to moan about the conditions endured

then,but in comparison with our current predicament ithey were a dream. After my spell of
latrine dipging,which because of my run down physical condition took a hell of a long time
to complete11 had the goeod fortune to indulge in & strip down wzsh during the late afternocon,
the Tirst for many weeks,it felt good,invigorating to say the least,but the old legs looked
in poor shape,emzciated was the word being just skin and bone.

Tt now seemed arparent that the Germans in churge had lost their penchant to hustle cur
column,and it seems now that there is no hurry at all in the onward advance of the march

as we slowly amalgamated to sluggishly amble off around midday of the 1st larch.

Crawling along at apsnails pace we only covered & gistanc§ of twelve kilomet%es to
}TILIINGEN at which}%ﬁe vE Ty long column,whioh‘had been increassed when we left Stalag 8 4,
Gorlitz, was then sepersted into two partie s. The party or column I was attached to was,

in the main, the original RA¥ contingent from Lamsdorf,or what remained of them.

Belore we started off on this portion of the march we were informed that our ultimzte
destination was now CFLAG 9 A which was sithe ted somewhere south of Kassel,near larburg, a
mere cne hundred and fifty kilometres further westfrom this starting point. 4t long last the
erd seemed to be in sight,the informetion mxw appeared to be genuine this time,and it was a
r elief to have a specific target to aim at . We left Meillingen about one pmyand covered
thirty kilometres at a very slow pace arriving at LINEZRBA CH,' ' ' zt & late hour
in the pitch bick darkness of night,l was about on my knces,th:usteﬂ. .

The fcllowing day was ncoiewerthy for the spells of indecision by the Cerman office r in
charge mainly due to the many air raid warnings,but after several fzlse sterts he eventually
mede up his miné,and we moved off sgain around ane pm. Afjer scme corsiderable time on the rogl
our column then parsed through the first rezlly large town which was TRTURT,where I saw much

i hE

evidernce of heavy bomb damage in the town centre. » long the busy main streets hundrels of
ferman civvies storped te watch our progress as we charmbled along,some just stared at us as
if we hed 3ust come out of the Ark,mast gave us the bird shouting end je¢ ring,coupled with
what must have been the juiciest Germen verbal obscenities,but one thing was certzin we looked
anything but "terrorfliegers" .D¥epite {he many shouts and jeers,thr blue unifcerms were & dead
giveaway, we were not attacked or showered with. "' &~ missiles,hut there was one person
with a small helping of sympathy for our plight, a smell girl,who made & sudden irmpromptu

dash from the nezrhy pevement tc hurriedly thrust into the hinds of the nesrest QLT kriegie

s smzll loaf of brezd =ffe r which she ran off ve Ty guickly to be immediately lost in the
crowd lining the paveme nts. what a lucky lagd,there was no doubt that the gift was gratefully

recelived,thc . _ berused recipient could hardly believe his eyes.
.fter lemving the town of Erfurt we &fsin meandered in typicel zip zag fashion still heading
roughly in & westerly direction along the country roads. rinelly we came to a stop at . U7

SCHIBERIEI &bout seven thirty pm with another twenty five kilometres under our belts.

we lined up for an issue of bread end meat which 1 dispesed of there and then. I am afrzid

I wae now feeling much the worse for wear,the weather was foul,it was bitter eccldand it had
been snowing &1l day. On the 4th lerch our HAF lea @r,znd the Cerman officer got toge ther
for & few words after which we were informed that only & weeks marching remained before we
rezched our objective Cflag 9 a, bul the question wasfcculd I last mnother week .

%



Tue to the poor physical condition of the surviving members of our RAF column the 4th Karch

was a rest day,we certainly needed it.

I had been feeling well below par for the past few days,but at the conclusion of the following
days merch I was looking ghastly,a walking zombie. at this point approximately thirty kilometres
from the town of FICENACE 1 had rezched the limit of my endurance,znd ny condition became , .
progressively worse during the course of the night,] was now really ill with a very high
tempersture.On the following morni ng,the 6th March,ironically my 25th birthday, I wes in a very
bad way,and laid motionless on my covering of straw completely clecthed,including my greatcoat.
TUnable to move, I like many others in the prevailing harsh conditions had finally,and utterly
succumbed to a virulent bout of Amoebic dysentery. )

In the course of a few hours 1 found myself in a embarrassingly,dirty,and horritle condition as
continous discharges of excretia,blsod and mucus saturated my person. During the morning this
process continued,I had to discard,and somehow disrose of my lorg combination underwear,which was
in a sorry and horrible state. I was too weak to stand on my feet,and continued to lay cn my
back in the s traw for the remainder of the morniig with liquid faeces exuding from me constantly
Vith my body from the waist downwards saturated with a combination of execretia,and mucus I wes
indeed & picture eof gloom,and wretthedness.

.- Much later in the morning,beirg unable to move without assistance several of the lads
lifted me to heave me aboard the horse drawn sick cart inwhich I had the company of several
other similiar unfortunates. Thus, positioned at the rear of ocur marching column we slowly

made our wsy to the town of Eisenach,a Jjourney of thirty kilometres to the west,

During the hours spent on the journey my condition rapidly deteriorsted 1 felt really misersble
and uncomfortable everjﬁﬁing was still exuding from my person. ly greatcoat,and everythin!: T was

wearing underneath was soaked through with liquid faeces, . even my kitbag pp— ‘. upon
which T was reclining did not escape being soiled. Iy the time I arrived ai Eisenach I was not
aware of what was 4 happening around me ,and on the point of collapse, I felt so i1l I =imply

did not care about anything er anybody. Since that day I have never experienced such & morBid
feeling,thats for sure. VWhat a way to celebrate one's birthday.
Whoever was. in charge of the sick conveyance sent me and eisht other serious cases ﬁéuéuffering
from dysentery to a Polish and Russian Lazarette of sorts,w hich was situated someyhere in the
locality. Cur party wes placed aboaré another horse drawn wagon,and what a journey it proved to
be &= we nrgotiated some very rough country roads. Innumerable jolts and bumps precluded any
chance of a comfortable ride,and 1 was relieved whén we arrived at our destination.
'e were very well treated at this establishment,but it was no hospital being just a rough and
ready F.0.W. barrack hut. The inmates vossessed nothing in the way of medicines or T zBlets
Yo adrminister to us. T did not eat anything whilst reclining.in this hut,and remained helplessly
nrobile on my bunk with faeces,blood and mucus still exuding from me. The only treatment our East
Furopean friends could administer was the use of charcoal teken by oral means,which did not seem
to benefit me at all.The only decent item of clothing not completely fruled wes my battle dress
tunic. Myz uniform t¥ ousers now had an o "~ uncomfortable inside liningthroughout of

" " coagulating slime,mucus etc,and now resembled a pair of "moleskins".
I had no ehirts or underwaear in reserve so 1 was rpeally up cgainst it,the outlook looked bleak.
ly survivor's luck however held,but whichever way one looked at my predicarent, I was bloody
fortunate at this crucial period to find myself irn the right place at the right time,because on
the 9th March I was moved somewhat fortuitously from my well meaning but primitive Polis h
and Russian friends,. .. - 1 am convinced that otherwise I would have slowly,and silently
drifted into #blivien. 1 do not recollect whose-decision it was,but none the less 1 was a very
lucky kriegie to be then trunsported along with the cther eight sick lads to the necrest railway
station., Cur destination was & British P.O.W. hosrital at CBERMASSFELD which was near
MEINENGEN yabhout forty miles south of Eis® nach,
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rring the train journey we had to endure severel lengish deleys,and we finelly arvived zhout
ne pm on the night of Friday,9th march. Although one W1rbt-ﬁh1nﬁ my opinion was biased
ermessfeld proved tc be a marvellous P.0.W. Hospital,it certainly szved my buCDﬁ,qnﬁ the

rman Fommandant doctor was thankfully a gcood,humane individucl, 1 was,witheut any deubt, a

vy lucky WAF kriegie to be so near et hend to such an establishment in my hour of need,many
hers on the march with similiar ailments had not been so fortunate,and had been forszken to
=pose on the straw Tfloors of country barns with 1litile hope of any necescary medical assiectance
2 hand in the areas. , “% atteptid G Ltady K,

sermassfeld Ho- pital wes siuwbted eonx a sort 6 island being surrounded on three sides hy
>ter,th9 river being tqo Werra. The houses #nd courtyard faced the main road,and along the

ree si des of the rive r stretched & barbed wire fence,armed sentries patrclled the road

£ ether with the e ntire stretch of the berbed wire enclosure.Jjust below the foctbridge
16 the outer barbed wire fence a weir stretched acroes the river,and the loczle presenied a
picturescgue view . The main read to Bamberg ran alonb the frontage of the hospitzl,and rozds
nnecting led to Meimingen,and Grlmmenthnl.,alonb ide  the hospital was z nilk fzetory,all the
cality teing in the district of *rurihgir Central Lermany.

w sick party hzd to underg fnnr B84 et the local rallwey station,and only will pewver

pt me from wilting urder the trein”as L patiently stuck it out,until our own T.C.W. hosﬁital
derlies eventually arrived w1th a cart upon which we were all conveyed to,our new abOL

o arrival we were provided with coffee,and & helping of some sort of stew,which tzsied lovely
it pevertheless went straight throuch my hyctﬂr?l was sti¢$ in a hell of & mess. The

dical orderlys were a good set of lads,with me in a helpless condition they 'mceremcniously
pped 211 my soiled Hﬂlf@rm,shlrt ete of f me,a2 gruesometask , 1o then lay me down on a stretchet

L
necessary manoceuvre as I was unable to stand upg and in this position I was ca-ried to the. hot
howers. With plenty of able assistance I experienced a shower whilst horizontal on my stretche
10 mean feat I can tell you. Afterwards,despite my very weak but vehement protests one of the
derl¥'s proceeded in a business like,manner to cut and shave off all my rride and joy,my wavy
iburn locks, was I disgusted . N¢ doubt,with me being a forced march victim, they obviousli
duced T was lousy,and were taking no chances.The operation continued,znd my complete head of
ir quickly disappeared,a real "Yul Brymner" appeared in its place,l was now as bzld as a badger
really lcoked the part now,a typical Belsen type,as I hud lost about four stone in weight the
ansformation was complete . .
ean pyjamas were put on me before I was transferred t¢ a room or ward which I would think
uld be classed ncuadayu as an Intensive care unit . 1 can recall that they were only three
cupants in tris room wien I was put to bed late thal night,it was actually in the early hours
" the morning. Whe n I awoke very much later that morning one of my room mates und fortuneatly
d died sometime during the night. One of the other occupznt's had Cholera,all were rery
ricusly 111, I feund it wes nececsary to skeep on a becpan,bux nevertheless atill fornd T
d tc discard my pyjamas alter making = mess of Enhﬂn. Whilst leying in bed 1 kept thinking
w fortunate I wus to be in the pogition I now was,being Pret*y sure LI would not have recovered
om this virulent tyre of dysentery the way things had looked to be going
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The British recical officer 1 was closely concerned with wes one of several im the Hosyital
w ho had previcusly served in an Airborne unit,having teen captured at Arnher in late 1944,
I carnot spezk too highly of him,he really took good care of me.At the outset .
my treatment coricerned the then new antibiotic M and B tzblets,and I cannot ernphasise how )
fortunete I was to receive such 4 1 med ical care.This invelvesd ge takizing one M and F tablefs
every two hours during the first three days,and at the same timg I was on & liguid diet,
4 t the conclusion of this period I was moved to anothep small ward w hich censisted of only
wew .« four beds.i longsid @ me in the next bed 7. . @ Hoyal Navy matelot,I cannct recali
his name,but he informed me that he only weighed five stone,Jesus, I thousht I was & bad cuse
at a mere eight stone ,but he was only a2 emall chap.This poor matelot was bu-dened with
masgive bed sores on his hip bones,in my limited hospital experience T had not seen bipgger
ones. I do nol know whet evertually happened to him afterwards,bul we enjoyed mzny a cup of
Horlicks together during the short time I spent in this rarticular ward.
£°1 the Red Cross food from the parcels,together with the Cermar rations, went into the
heepital kitche n to be cooked for communal feeding,and of courre rreeiel diets.
Bach patient receievéd in pérs on the residue of the percel wvhich consisted of cigarettes,
checolate Bars,and usually & bar of sugzr.The hospital stock of Red Cross foed parcels seemed
to be reinly made up of . .. . ... the American type. During my . c.~” Peviod of kriegie
existence I had not come across an American parcel,but I had heavd thet they cortained
a pecket or two of cigareites besides food. Iy first share cf such a parcel ws eighty
c- 7. American cirarettes,and two chocolate bars,conseyuently I,felt on top of the world,the
outlock was now locking rosy,with fringe benefits too. 1 had not enjoyed the luxury of a good
Virginia cigarette for azlmost three months so when I eventually got con my feet the first fag
was really savoured,and slowly. enjoyed,z few minutes of sheer bliss, :
Several days later all the dysentery cases,I think they were eight or nine of us, were moved
to Hut 2/3 to enjoy the luxury of spring beds,what a life,after two months of heil on the
forced march this was truly heaven. 1 was then plzced on a syecial diet which was
recemmenced by the German doctor in charge of the Hospital. I was still very wrak ,but was
slowly improving,znd I now weighed Tifty kilos or one hundred and ten pounds,so I reckon I
had lost fifty pounds in weight altogether dus {to the Torced march.
Iy epeciel diet on @ daily Basis was as follows.
T+3C am. Forridgex end milk,coffee,white brezd and butter.
10.00 am. Coffee.
11.30 am. Dinner;- Usually mashed potatoes,gravy,Yorkshire pudding,Spam or bully beef.
which was followed by & sweeit of either Pineapple or Rice pudding.

1700 hrs;— Tea,which consisted of either salmon or cold meat plus bread and butter,one egg,

cheese,and coffeec.
1220 hrs;- Cup of cocoa,
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Now that memn,although a special diet for specified individuals,by any standards was
really something e xiraordinary fer a F.O.n. hospital in Germany,bgt the kudos once again
belong to the International Red Cross Organisation through whose channels came all the
neceé ssaries,including mediecal supplies .
I think that most P.0.W. occupants would agree that Obermassfeld was a really happy
hospital,and I together with all the other inmates were wholly indebted te our Medical
Officer s,and their staff for the exemplary fashion in which they looked after us all.
My health had improved congiderably during the previous fortnight despite a slight relapse
and a spell of vomiting which thankfully only laste d a fewx days. I was then able to walk
around the room progressively for several hours throughout each day:
My sejourn in Ward 2/3 lasted almost three weeks,and during this period the special diet
worked wonders for my stomach,and intestinal ailments.Se much improvement wag made that
by the end of the month I was considered well enough to be moved to one of the main
hospital wards,and so join other patiénts to now participate in normal cammunal feeding.
Thednormal diet ,which obviously lacked the quality of the special diet,consisted of
wholesome food made up from a combination of Red Cross food parcel items,and the sparse
Cerman rations,to be then dished up by the cookhouse. These meals were pretty good,being
ef a reasonable standa rd despite the current shortage of Red Cross food pa~cels.

o e P ST ' i © In this respect all the hospital inmates
had been restricted to 2 weekly issue of one hall of a parcel per man during the previous
three weeks. 0f course,zll we actually received was the cigarettes,and chocolate bar the
food items went to the cookhouse. -
Througtout my entire spell of captivity I had mana ed to hold on to the Elgin wristwatch
I had borrowed from Johnny Ward,the rear gummer on ill fated last trip,despite many offers
of innumerable cigarettes from would be buyers. This hospital was no,exception as I was
again offered a considerable number of the noxious weed for the said watch.Inevitably the
answer was always in the negative,it was not mine to barter.l had always planned to return
the watch to Johnny's parents when the war came to . its close.
The shooting war was now rapidly catching up with me,tcday was one of absorbing interest
with intense fighter activity in the skies above the locality of our hespital., Several
P 51 YNustang aicrafi were keenly ebserved in offensive action as they dived down to a low
level strafing German positions with canmmzm and machine gun fire to then perform violent
"split arsed" turns as they speedily climbed away.Not to be outdone the '"old firm" was alsc
involved in this area a2s bomb carrying Spitfiresthelped to keep the pot boiling,and Jerry's
head down,it was all good fun to watch,and many were the cheers.
From my vantage point at the hespital ward window I had alse witnessed many Geminan Army .
units retreating er pulling back towards the Bast along the nearby reads.Jt was obvious .
that the corridor between east and west was now rapidly shrinking,and the air raid warnings
were constant,it would seem that the end was not itco far away.
On 1 t April all the bed patients . - ocecupying the small wards were meved over to the main
hospital,and as a precautionary -~ = ! safety measure large white cotton sheets with a
lar ge Red Cross prominently displayed thereon in red paint were draped on the roof of the
main hespital building in order toc forestall,and prevent any shelling cf the Hospital :.
complex by either side.The following dam,which was Faster Sunday,was one apent in ;
extreme anticipation by all hospital inmates,but disapointingly nothing happened.
However during the early evening the German guards who normally patrolled the barbed wire
perimeter of the Hospital suddenly packed up,and abandoned their -pegsitiens. Such an exigencf
had obviously been catered for as,in no time at all our own guards then took over.
Evente were now beginning to unfoid very guickly,and it appeared that our British Medical
Officers held : . an impromptu meéﬁiing with the German doctor Kommandant in view ef
the rapidly changing situation. The Kemmandant apparently had already received orders from
his superiers to evacuate the Hespital,but . . ) ’ . ) S =
. _ had declined to do anything about it. Fellowing his discussions with our Officers
it was evident that an agreement eof some sort had been reached amicably between the
XKommandant ,and eour Medical Officers. i



s et si hespital seemed to be =ripe for some sert of
The mvera}l S;"umtignozztziii :;rnasiiien in the ward that there was intense Wehrmacht
anyr?nta?lﬁn. Eou i itors ) hine oun nests being set up surreunded by sandbag
activity in the locality with mac & - o gt .
fortifications.These fully egiipped Germa n ssldiers w$re_scurr{1pg a ;u ike ants en
ihe reads outside,and some were busy placlgg_raad blecks in pas%tlon: The view ce_rtalnly
presented a serious drawback to our situation,on the face.of things it loocked as if we
iriegie hospital inmates would find ourselves . . ... caught in t@e middle of a shmot;ng?
match when or if our ferces arrived. It was trueq@o say_thai durlng.the ogward_caurge of
that night conversations were rife, when cc@stant discussions on the 1mpend%ng situatien
ove rruled the natural need for gleep.Inevitably, the su?gect of'the a}l night debate
beoame real when at approximately nine am of the following mornlng,uh%ch was Baster
Menday 2nd April,1545, the Americans arrived. Shortly after breakfast the first shots
were heard being a mixture of sporadic rifle fire,and the deeper seynds of heavy bursts
of machine gun fire from the German units in the village. The hast%ly erected defensive
gun positions on the road adjacent to our Hespital had been very quickly e?acuated,no
doubt with American tanks in the offing these German troops had seen the light,and had
probably withdrawn to the village to égin other of their wmits. At precisely nine forty
Five am the first American tanks,and a rmoured vehicles rolled steadfasﬁl&hpy along the
road running alongside our hespital. Some resistance was being offered by a few German
mits in the nearby village further up the read,we ceuld hear spasmedic exchanges of
rifle‘fire,the bark of machine gimg ,and then the scund of much heavier gunfire from
the U.S. Army tanks. The Yank armoured column passed us tby,and pushed en in pursuit ef
the retreating Germans. The hastily placed white sheets depicting eur status with the
words Red Cross,and "Ps0.W. inscribed en them undoubtedlzésaved the preminent Hospital
building from being shelled,and saved a few loriegie 1ivesj”After being liberated we were
teld by one of . il the Yank officer's that it had been the intention to shell
o P such a preming nt building,but they had eventually realised the
significance of the displayed sheets in goed time,bloody goed jeb,ton .
In the wake of the advancing armoured vehicles followed the good old infantry lads,
the "G.I's". Wearing broad grins they came sauntering through the wards of the Hospital
amidst a crescendo of nonstop cheering to encounter numerous over enthusiastic slaps
on the back. Shoulder slinging their = . M.I. carbines thece Third Army Yank G.I.'s
o _were really e njoying their role as our liberators,and all seemed to be as
happy'as indeed we were.They strolled around hznding out cigarettes,Hershey chocolate
bars,and "K" ration packs to various overjoyed?kriegies. We were free at last,the entire
hospital was in a state of upreoar,but who cared this was an incredible occasion which

would remain in our memory banks for a very long time. It was " el B bedh E
lighthearted ,and lightheaded . _ .. point of duration,and in such circumstances cne

¢ ould excuse the many bursts of hysterical laughter.Without any doubt this moment was
an emotional milestone.

Pipart from the bed patients,some of whom were in traction,walking patients like myself
had previovsly been laying face downwards on the floor of the ward _ . before the first
G.I's arrived on the scene. This manoeuvre had been a necessary antic as plenty of
lethal hardware was flying about ocutside the building.

The & fte rmath of liberation continued in full swing for quite a time,it was a morning
of mornings.and in the Christmas like atmosphere jubilant kriegies were singing,and
dancing while others were delirous with laughter as they attempted to scoff the contents
of their free "E" ration packs. Afier two years under ithe yoke I"was no longer a
prisoner,it was hard to believe,and how.quickly it had all happened,like a dream
come tznue.Fortuneatly for all the kriegie hospital inmates the Germans did not put
up a2 hard fight in our immediate vicinity,maybe there was a variety of reasons for
this,but I think the main one was the superior American armoured strength.
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