Ogr skipp,Bob Mooney now needed only a few more hours to complete
his first tour of two hundred hours\so the next trip would
be his last before partaking of a well earned "rest".
Later on a full first tour of Bomber "ops" would be interpreted
as a total of thirty sorties,not much of a difference,on twin
engined kKites two hundred hours usually came up around the thirty
or thirty two mark,but it would be a different matter with the
faster four engined jobs.
Bob's big day arrived on the 6th September,41 when we were
briefed for a 5 Group only sortie with about one hundred aircraft
due to take part.The targe t was a synthetic rubber plant at
HULS.near Marl in the Rhineland.It was understood that with such
a small target so near to the heavily defended Ruhr area,and
with so few navigational aids
available this rubber factory was

going to be very difficult to
tind.

The feollowing transcript of this sortie written by me nearly thirty five
years ago as "Bobs last Trip" with me,was somé thing special,and so
therefore the old memory has not in this case had to work
overtime,and is more or less repeated as such. It was not our usual
crew Ginger Combie was still absent,and in his place as bottom
gunner was a Sgt.Lambourne,having his second trip with us. As usual
our kite was AD SOQK"O" for Orange,and the bomb load was 2000 lbs
of H.E.,slightly less than our normal load,it was composed of one
at 1000 lbsand two at 500 1lb=z

Our squadron were supplying eighteen aircraft for this special
target,and we were due to take off at 1945 hours. Earlier in the
afternoon Bob and I had concluded our night flying test,and we were
gsatisfied that both the kite,and the W/T equipment were in fine
~attle.Briefing took place around 1630,when all eighteen crews had
..3similiated all the different information needed concerning the
raid.Rice paper flimsies(could readily be eaten for disposal
purposes) containg information in respect of the colours of the
day,both friendly and enemy.were listed on these along with enemy
D/F beacon f requencies.Qur own colours of the day cartridges when
used were fired from a Verey pistol,and were used only in cases of
emerg ency,the usual circumstances being when an aircraft was being
fired at by our own side.

Over Germany the "enemy" colours of the day were fired off usually
as a last resort when attempting to escape from either heavy flak
or cones of searchlights.

The main briefing had terminated with the emphasis that a
successful atta ck would knock a hole in Germany's synthetic rubber
supplies.After our pre night flying meal there was not much time to
browse about the coutcome,and around 1830 hours there was the usual
jostling in the crew locker rooms as all the crews,who had
previously emptied their pockets of all identifiable objects,were
cheerfully,and noisily donning their flying clothing amidst the
~gqual ribald,and Jjocular remarks.
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Individually there wae a varied choice of flying gear,some wore Sidcets which were cne piece

f ur collared suits fitted with zips,and fastenings,and had twe large knee peckets while

6t hers wore Irvin fur lined jackets over white sweaters. Mest botiom gunners wore the carplete
Trvin suit jacke t and trousers,all sheepskin lined with zip#s As far as 1 was concerned it
was always & perspirstive experience before take eff durimg the 1late summer monthe .The only
heating available in an eperational Hampden was the hot air pipe which was in some ways

e ffective,but did net altegether cempensate the dual celd drzughts we experienced at the

rear ef the aircraft. Censequently it was necessa ry te wear as much flying clething as
pessible in erder to keep warm . isltheough en the ground . would be persg?i:g pvcfuselylvery
soen after take off when a few thousand feet of height had been attained the big cool off
weuld eccur. The higher we flew the celder it got as the temperature drepped lewer and lower,
and uncem’ertable as the precess was there was nething we ceuld de about it ,these were typical
Hampden conditiens with which ene get accustemed te. Additionally en top of all my gear I
were z Mae West life jacket,which was equipped with a CO 2 bettle which when pulled inflated
the jacket,and finally a parachute harness which fitted ever the entirety. Ny usual flying

& ttire during the summer was the Sidcet one piece suit worn ever my b:zttle d~ess,and white
sweater.The cnly accempamriments being & blue woelen scerf,and of course nct forge:ting my

much esteemed black leather flying beets which were always pulled on wwer thick white long
socks.0f course the pilet,and the Cbeserver did net have te got to such lengths in their cheice
of flying apparel as their rositiens in the Hampden were enclesed and draught free,

" Wakey Wakey" pills (Caffeine) wepe always available in the crew room before take off if
any crew individual required them,personally I,never used them at ary time,and simply never
felt a need for them decspite long trips tegrther with the usual extended day and night activitf
witheut sleep. b
With all the preliminaries dispensed with the time was new ene hour bef ere eur take offyall
the crews,new fully dressed,znd loaded up with data,parachute packs were ready for the off.
Bob,Geoff and I ambled cutside the crew room +to meet up with our bettem gurner on the
perimeter tarmac road amidst a hubrub ef colourful cenversation en- friendly Jjibes te finally
clamber abeard what was now an overleaded crew bus, OQ_EEQ long run areund the zercdrome
rerimeter track each crew was drepped off &t the differe nt dispersal bays to join their
aircra ft. Cur crew were one of the lzst to be eff leaded,and we walked the last few yard s
to meet our ground crew Cerporal who tegethe r with the other lads was s teddawziting our
arrival .. ... alengside kite. Corperal Hasmussen greeted us with a swile,and assured
Beb that AD 802 was in goed erder,bembed up,tanked up,and ready te ge. Ferm 700,the "personalt
leg of the a ircraft,was fully signed up by all eencerned to be finally acknowledged by cur
skipper, As far as the ¥ 700 was cencerned each tradesmen had = daily inspectien te carry eut
sand until each ef them had signed the form the aircraft was deemed unserviceable ,and eceuld
not be flown. The 700 form had & turn ever flap makirg it easy to discern at a fairly quick
glance whether tgg_gite was serviceable er net . we always carried a spare dinghy usvally
lozded up just bef ere take off inte its pesitien behind the main spar . The main dinghy was
housed in the por t wing at the rear of the engine naeelle,and wes relezsed by an immersien
switch which came inte eperation if and when the aircraft ditched,er at least shallé say
it was suppesed te, This dinghy when fully inflated was circular in shape,and accomedated
five men,
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Additionally, in view of the ever present probability of
ditching in the North Sea, we carried a rectangular basket which
contained a couple of homing pigeons. This procedure
however, was discontinued later on during the vear of 1943.Both
the pigeon basket.and the spare dinghy were brought around to
each aircraft by truck within the hour before take off to be
atowed safely behind the main spar.
After the customary pre trip formalities of a last smoke,a
natter with ocur ground crew,and the necessary relaxation of the
bladder we occupied our crew positions with big Geoff all six
feet three inches of him, attired in bulky flying KkKit,Mae
West,parachute harness.and saddled with his cumbersome bag which
contained all his navigation accessories taking his usual
abnormal length of time to sauirm through the small draught door
space above the bottom gunner's position to then clamber over
the main spar.and then wriggle his long frame downwards through
the narrow passage underneath the pilols seat.
This slow procedure was an ever present necessity for Geoff 1in
order to reach his crew position inside the perspex “"wreenhouse®
in the nose of the Hampden.
From a physical point of view it was hardly a labour of love as
far as Geoff was concerned,and the awkward though short journey
was always accompanied by a series of grunts,and curses plus a
foew choice expletives. Yes,the inner fuselage of a Hampden
presented problems for big chaps,especially if they were
navigators,»ms Geoff's antics always made me laugh,but I kepl a
discreet gsilence as big Geoff did not posgsess my sense of
humourt ,and of course he was a hell of a lot bigger than me.
That pre-take off exercise was only to stow his gear 1n51de his
working position in the hose. A b oA i
After he had done that,and adjuqued his foldvaway chart table
reacdy for action he had to backtrack,and prepare for the take
off,which meant 'he had to crawlysback up the passage and oOCCupy
a cushioned seat behind the pilot's armoured geat.
This navigators take off position was mandatory as the
navigators nose positicon was not considered safe for occupation
during take off.
Once airborne Geoff had to,once again.negotiate the short
downward tunnel,and from thereon in was comfortably ensconced
nside his perspex greenhouse.Now fairly comfortable he could
heave a sigh of relief,and get down toc plotting the course.
Yes,Geoff's pre-take off antics were a source of amusement, to me
that is,but he didni know how lucky he was inside that
navigation cubby holeFW1lh no cold dralt,eghts he was a bloody
sight warmer than we Wop/Ag's at the rear of the aircraft with
our wide open cupola gun positions.
Meanwhile during those minutes before take o‘f the country
gquietness of our distant dispersal poini wag now punctuated by
the intermittent noise of other ailrcraft as pilots commenced
their engine drills..All aboard at our crew positions we went
through our ugual practices,and Bob added te the now general
crescendo as he fully tested each engine in turn right up to
full boost,hoping for no mag drops.




The fuselage had now ceased to vibrate with both engines now
jdling.and so with everything satisfactory Bob had a final look
around his cockpit as zero hour was approaching. It was thumbs
up from the ground crew followed by their shouts of "Chocks
away".Bob released his brake button then taxied slowly but
steadily towards the take off point by the Chance light,a
revolving light on 8 vehicle mount®ing which 1lluminated the
flare path durinmg night flying.

With our ehgineg idling 1 watched crews ahead of usw take off in
formations of three as it was still daylight at 1945 hours. On
receiving a green from Control we taxied into position alongside
Pilot Officer "Judge" Hardy.and Sg t Roger Purnell making up a

V formation of three aircraft.

With a wave of acknowledgement from Bob our Hampden lurched
forward down the flare path,we occupied the port side of the vic
of three Kites.

With throttles well forward we were now at speed with tail
up.and a certain amount of slipstream was encountered, !
certainiy felt a slight air bump or two,but otherwise it was a
zood take off on this sunny September evening.Qur eighteen
Hampdens were airborne in just over ten minutes.

Upon treaching a height of one thousand feet Bob set course for a
point on the Dutch coast,and proceeded to climb steadily.We ran
into cloud at three thousand fest.and lost our 1wo companions in
the process,but eventually cleared the sirais cumulus clouds at
four thousand feet.At this point,from my open position at the
upper rear of the Hampden,l marvelled at the eve gatching
colours which enfolded in the different shades of light with the
sun slowly setting on the herizon.

Following a short period of scudding along the tops of a vast
expanse of white fleecy cottonwool clouds we steadily gained
height, and continued to climb with the carpet of cloud now well
below us.

In the clear conditions I could see gaggles of Hampdens en
rotite, and we Jjoined up with three others from our squadron.

We flew alongside our comrades for as leng as we were able,and
it was a pleasant feeling standing on the firing steps in my top
gun position viewing,temporarily of course, the grandeur of the
twilight sky,d@ind at the same time acknowledging the hand signs
of my various sguadron mates in the kites flying alongside.

Very soon after,withe light rapidly fading,there was much criss
crossing of aircraft,and we pushed on individually totally
encompaszsed by the now near darkness.

In the distang . groping bands of searchlights,and intermittent
red splotches in the sky denoted the very close proximity of the

epnemy held coastline.
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By this time we had already switched en the exygen supply,having Buttened up eur exygen
masks te eur flying helmets,the masks alse centained the intercem micrephene,and its "On"
"Off" switch., The cembined mask cevered the whele ef the lewer part ef enes face belew the
eyes. Oxysen £ supply failures at height did eccur te invelve some crews,and indiwiduals
resulting in calamiteus censequences altheugh such a situatien never at any time happened
te me. In the ceurse of the next few minutes eur Hampden had cressed the Iutch ceastline,and
with a goed pinpeint Geeff assured the skipper . that we were dead en track. Beb weaved
successfully eut ef the path ef the ceast searchlight units altheugh they appeared to be
merely greping aimlessly in eur general directien,he had his throttles eased well back
in erder te fex the seund detecters.New clear of eur first ebstacle I kept a streneus,and
alert leek sut fer night fighters,standing en the firing steps I centinually scanned the
half eircular view I had ef the night sky.My twin Vickers guns were cecked,and ready fer
@ctien. In the main W/T silence was ebserved,but I had a leg te keep,and I had te listen
eut every half heur te eur 5 Group breadcast frequency,which was a must,as any recall er
diversien instructiens were transmktted then. Diversiens were fairly frequent: as
Lincelnshire Bases were inclined te be extremely fegsy in the early merning heurs.
Recalls were very rare indeed,l can enly - " recelleet receiving just the ene during
the year of 1941. In the s ky ever Helland the visibility was still geed,and altheugh I
had sighted several aircraft in the vieinity seme of them may have been friendly as we
wer e never melested.New,immediately Bmefere us was the west searchlight belt,later te be
genefally knewn as the "Kammhuber Line",aptly named after its creater General Jesef

= Kammhuber 0.I.C of the German night fighter defences . This wide defensive line,very
much respected by all ef eur bember crews,stretched frem Denmark dewmwards threugh Nerth
West Cermany te belew Liege,Belgium guarding all appreaches te the Reich. Greund centrel
radar statiens dispersed at twenty mile intervals directed night fighters inte pesitiens
within visual range,and the many searchlight units did their best te illuminate eur kite:
2= we Jinked ” 5 A z P g ; e . ané weaved eur
way threugh this - . deep defensive barrier .We were already familiar with
thie illuminated zene,and the night fighters t hat lurked amidst the beams ready te peunce
en the unwary.The German night fighter ferce during this peried was cempesed ef eve r
twe hundred aircraft which were mainly . . twin engined Messerschidt 110's,and Junkers
86's,but their numbers weuld increase as the war pregressed. The Kammhuber Line was
rradually extended in weth width,and length vltimately stretching dewn threugh Eastern

France . . te the Swisa frentier. Pregressively mere ground centrel radar statiens were
set up,and as new radar devices were brought inte actien beth en the greund,and in aircraft
Kammhuber's radar guided fighter "wexes" became widespeead = . . te aperate beth

behind ,and in f rent ef the line. lest of the Line searchlights were then meved during
the year ef 42 te eccupy defensive pesitiens areund the German cities.

On this particular September night these searchlights pesed many preblems fer our

crew,but Bed had the Hampden's Bristel Pegasus engines well threttled Back as we glided
,and weaved eur way threugh trykng te keep in an avenue ef darkness amidst a maze ef
Brilliant stalks ef light. The tensien eased on leaving the searchlight belt behind,but
caution was new the name ef the game er we weuld siray inte the heavily defended Ruhr
areex which was just alengside eur track. A slip up in Geeff's navigatien ceuld well find
us trapped in the centre ef a heavy flak Bex ®arrage,and as we had experienced quite a few
ef these situatiens I was gquite apprehensive =zbout the eutcome.

T was aware that Geeff was net exactly in the upper sirata as a navigater,but I'll give
him . due credit we did net stray eff track at this juncture,and furthermere he located
the c¢anal frem which we weuld makg_:yr bembing run inte the tzrget. It was new an inky black
night ,and altheugh the tewn eof Ders ten was pinpeinted we failed to find the rubber plant
at HULS w hich seemed te ®e hidden amidst the Rhineland ferests.




I» hindsight it wa= a tharkless task trying te find a smell target er a dark might with
limited wavigatienal aids. We steeged areumd the area fer guite a time leeking im vain

fer lamdmarks,whilst I amd the bettem gunner were strainimg sur eyes keepimng a cernstant

watch fer might fighters,the air space areumd us was situated ir the certre ef & vatrel arez,
and thus was free of heavy flak,but abeurdimng with plerty ef light stuff,and flaming eriers,
it the peint ef exaspera tien we came zeress an illumirnated airfield,which we +theught was
Farlsten,om3 flew areund its circuit a ceuple ef times,but net at lew level, It zrpeared te
eur crew that the flare path persexrel dewn belew gave us a sigmal en a2 lamp,presumably
permizsien te land. The Germams either teek us fer sne ef their zireraft er else it was a
calculated ruse te irduce _ - . ; us te ge in lew se theyceuld give us a real

= hellacking with their greurd defences, 4= we were urable te find sur primary tarcet,Beb
tertatively decided'in the circumstancesrtu ge in lew,ard bemd the airfield whilst T and

the bettem gunmer generally strafed the flare path,axd surreumdings, At that peimt ef decisien
the Jerry airfield wzx and flare path was well 1it up. T pesitiemed my runs ready fer actien
with spare pans ef ammunitier resdily available fer quick rerlacemert z=m Beb checked that wae
were all ready te ze, He swept the Hampdem creurd im 2 wicde turm put the mese =lishtly dewn
and cemmerceed a fast rum tewards and &cress the airfield. Suvdderly the greund belew was
exvelepad ir tetal darkwess,the Jerries had switched eff the ertire lirhtirg system ,ard
Geeff,sur Obearver was umable te sret arything dewn belew,cen=equently me berbs were drerned.

Frem my rear view ss we gped ever at speed I ceuld estzblish that we had pesced ever the
dreme, Tumedictely after as we clirbed to a safer heizht T ceuld see thet +he crzfty hus-ers
had switched @& the Lerenz type flare peth system once zgzin as if it wes some sert ef came,
Reb hy rew had seer the light,and decided apzins t zpy further enticerent,ard recelved teo malee

g finrnal effef‘t te find eur very elusive primary target at HUIS. Cree mere Ceeff feurd the
caral,erd we fellewed it dewr frem Harlster until finally our Chserver theucht he had feurd

AULS. Beb decided t2 bemb frem sight thrusand feet,a =safe heisrht in his eririon as we had
beer {01d that balleons were leccted creund the rubber factery. Recerdirgly we made eur b@mhiﬁj
rug frenm twelve theusend,znd eur skipper eased his thréttle levers back,znd rode a gliding
attack easing dewn te qur berbing height which seemed te take a hell ef a lers time,but was
prebably - Just a few minutes, Geoff kept en repestirng that we were zbeut there with his
eyes glued te the bsrb sisht "Bemb depprs epen" preceded lest mimote imstructiens ze Meaff
vttered "Right ,Right,steady" zo fimally thex kite gave an upwserd lurch zs the berbs departead
on their dewmard trend,zrd Geeff had cerfirmed "Bembe gere" ., Beb thern rushed his thretiles
fully ferward,and with engiree at full ps wer we weaved mur way eut ef the area. Tt

wag ebserved that seme fires seemed te have bee n started which were clearly visible dewr in

the darkress,and seme fellewimg aircraft drerped their lezads er the same spet,seerirely
having sermething te aim at. Satisfied that we had evertuzlly feund eur elusive tarpet ,Bsh set
csurse fer the Duitch ceast at a peint juet marth &f Retierdam,ard er »ur return Jsurney we
exce mere battled eur way threugh the defensive zene te emerge urccathed
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Seon afterwards as we appreached the Lutch ceast derences various greups ef searchlights greped
areund looking for us with negative results,and we dedged what flak there was flying around as
finallyhﬁrofsed ever the coastlime to settle dewn te the hemeward sea cressing,but I was stil
keeping a wary eye opemn fer fighters whichmweuld centimue right up te larding back at base.
The sea expamse that wos the Wash at that time was a faveurite remdevous for lurking enemy
intruder aircraft layimg im wait fer umsupecting returning bembers,Additierally other Jerry
night imtruders,mainly Junkers 88's, made a habit ef circling the many operatiemal dremes im
lincelnshire,and jeining the landing circuits te mimgle with ard attack eur returming kites
as tired,weary crews were attempting te "pancake" their aireraft. Altheugh many surprise
attacks were made om eur landimg bembers it was the mermal precedure for returming crews te
be warred that ememy imtruders were in the immediate vicinty,. i 2 F _ infermation
was tramsmitted by respective groumd centrel cemtres ever the R/T sys tem which invelved the
TR 9 set in each bember.The pillet im each case being erdered im these circumstances to spbit a
2 certain flashing beacem at a givem height umtil it was deemed safe te effect a landimg.
The TR 9 R/T set was the air te greumd tramsmitter amd receiver which was switch eperated by
the pilet,amd had a varied ramge of twentyfive up te fifty miles,but the receptiem was apt
te be slightly disterted at times. All the crew were limked by the aircraft intercem system,and
were plugged in te their imdividual seckets at each werking pesitiem. I had twe plug
secket= in my pesitiem,enme being the 1ntercin,w1th the other cennected te my W/T set,se
obvicusly whem I was working the wireless set I was out of cemmumicatiem with the remainder
of the crew.
Yow that our kite had left the Dutch ceast,and was ever the sea en esur way back heme I switched
en the I.F.F. (Identificatiem,Friend or Fee)“® device which would identify eur kite as friemdly
te eur home based rad ar sets,and the set would remain se until we larded back at base.
1 theén get down to basics tumed im my W/T received,and ebtzined a horing bearing frem a radie
beacon statiem using the loop aerial,and the visuual needles indicater connected to my 1154/
1155 Marconi =et,which ena bled us tc make our lamndfall just nrear the Wash. From this pesitiem
it was just a short stint te Cenihgsby where we touched dewm at 0245 . It meemed we were the
la=t 106 crew te land,but whe cared, Bcb had finally finished his first teur having taken
ceven hours to accomplish what we - . thought was & successful last trip.
He did net may much,the very fact of his accomplishment had prebably not quite sunk im as

~ yet,but inwardly Beb must kave felt really great,and very much relieved. Ne mere prelerged
§ traim,and temsiem er getting shet up the rear for at least six menmths or perhaps even lenger
While taxyimg te our disprrsal peimt it was comgratulatiems all roumd for him,and the big
eccasiem was continued later en that day but celebrated imn mere gemial surrcurdings with best
Werthingten bitter imside the mest pepular hestelries ef Hestem. One eof these ' happened
te be my favourite heuse, - the "White Hart" hetel which beasted a geed steak reem im its
basement, I and a couple eof my Wep/Ag "eppes",Jeck Humter,and Sgt.Yeumg beimg regulars knew
two ef the waitresses very well,cemsequertly we were privileged,and thus received admanmced
"gem" as te whem the stezks were likely to be em which was met very eftem in these days ef
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RAF pelice (S,P's) frem the Frevest branch based at Lincelm were at times sent te
patrel the main thereughfares ef the tewn ef Besten during the eveningz heurs.

I knew they had a jeb te de,but quite a let abused their privilege.They seemed te ge
eut of their way te _ -~ - antagenimse nencemmissiened aircrew beds er eur nights
sut ,censeguently several inflammatery situatiens were prene te materialise,and in faet
did se en many eccasisns.Why seme eof these jumped up Cerperals had te be se bleedy
awkward in their handling ef certain trivial eccurrences was beyend my cemprehencien,
The reasen ceuld have been jealeusy,yes that was feasible,but them the remedy was ever
present .I1f they had been capable ef cepeing with eur jeb in every way they ceuld
have always velunteered,and chanced their arm at a very umcertain future. During ene

such night in the late summer ef 41 ene of their number,am S.F, that is,was pitched
unceremenieusly ever the parapet ef the bridge im Bestem inte the thick,black mud
belew,the tide was eut at the time. A layman might think that such an actien was
rather drastie,but these were wartime days,in eur circumstances we did met care

much fer imtimidatery tactics. The incident undeubtedly breught ferth effiecial

- repercussiens, . it was maid that sne ef eur aircrew lads perfermed the deed,but I
heard later that he and his erew failed te returm frem a subsequenmt eperatienal s=ertie
ever Germany. ’

My friemd,and pilet Beb Meeney havimg fulfilled his cemtraet ef eperatienal trips
was them pested te Ne.14 Operatiemal Training Unit at RAF,Cettesmere ,Rutland te
perferm sataff pilet duties sn his ex-—esperatiemal "rest",if sne ceuld really call it
that. . .. <. He was recemmended fer,and irn due ceurse swarded the Distinguished
Flying Medal in recegnitien ef his expleits en the squadrem, a well deserved ‘"geng",
geed eld Beb. His laat trip,the HULS rubber factery sertie,which we theught in all
sincerity had been successfully clebbered was later deemed te have been a failure.

In cennectien with this allegatien I can enly reiterate that en & pitch ®lack night
with enemy eppesitiem,and the lack ef any sert ef radar navigatienal aids,which came
later,it was prebably asking tee much te find,and hit a small target like a rubber
factery. I can enly assume that the fires bembed that particular night at
HUIS were in all prebabhlity the flames of a decey =ite clese by, The Germans,
very reseurceful,and fermidable eppenents,were witheut deubt masters at the art ef
subterfuge ,and Pregressively decey fires,dummy siteas etc were elaberately created

fer the purpese ef luring eur bembers away frem their targets. Censpiceus amengst these

being synthetic oil plants,and notably the "Big City",Berlin itself.The large dummy
site eventually built up adjacent to the German capital city apparently had the lot,
which included buildings,dummy fires,smoke,and to complete the realism the presence
of some heavy flak guns,and searchlights. Camouflage was also well to the fere,and a
singular good example of this art was the concealment of the 1arge inner lake within
the city,and port of Hamburg,which was adroitly covered entirely at one period by
camouflage nets in order to fox the crews of Bomber Command .



