oo 18

Turing the the third week of May 42 the air at IAF Cetitesmere was electric with all manner
of rumeurs abeunding threugheut the entire station'“latrine" and ethegwise, In general the
main stery that was being widely ecirculated cencerned the fact that a large reid ef serts we
definitely in the effing,and the OTU weuld be imvelved,a precedent never befere centemplated.
Excite ment became rife,and all types ef ranks frem the NAAFT upwards amalgzmated in their
ewn msmall greups,tengues cemmenced wacging with inventitive steries becering ever mere
numereus in their different centexes. In the levelling eut precess it seemed that the
"Hamburg" stery was the mest prelific,and beimng me pepular was the edds em faveurite.
Hewever en Sunday 24th May things came te a head,efficially that is, when a secret briefing
secsien was held by the higher echelen #n the Statiem Headquarters building. In censequerce
it w as later anneunced that thirty * feur.man erews weuld be made up cemsmisting in
the main of ex-eperatiemal types (Instructors) with senier ceurse trainees= as bettem
gunners., Several senier ceurse traimee pilets,amd navigaters weuld alse be taking part.
ATpart frem the infermatiem cence rning the crew list nething else was mentiened, but .it was
ebvieus te everyhedy that semething extraerdirary was beimng er had beem planned by Bember
Cemmand Headquarters if OTU aircraft,and erews were te be used tegether with the Main Ferce.
A1l the 14 OTU Hampdens had previeusly seem plenty ef eperatienal service with Ne.5 Greup
squadrens,but after censtamt training unit &ctivities seme were pretty well clapped eut fer
further eperatienal use, In view ef thia it was erdered that the entire ferce of OTU
Hampdens be breught up te sguadren eperatienal stamdards as quickly as pessible.There was ne
deubt that this weuld be a really big jeb te ackieve in me shert a time,and meant heurs ef
hard werk fer the fitters,and all the asseciated greund staff eemnected,nevertheless it was
carried eut in exemplary fashiea with great verve amd enthusiasm. Bythe fellewing day thirty
erews had been fermed,and the subsequent list centaining ene hundred and twenty names was
eagerly perused by all and sundry,x mere especially by the senier ceurse trainees,
- seme of whem feund their names amengst the made up crews . These lucky emes,] thimk
they were in this imatance,seemed quite pleased at their invelvment,
I was erewed up with P/O "Jeck" Demald as pilet,I knew him as a Sergeant Filet during my
Finningley days im early 41. Our ether twe erew members were beth traimees nearing the emd ef
their OTU eeurse,am Aussie Sergramt Observer,and a Sgt Wep/Ag as bettem gunmer,I am afraid
1 eannet recall their names,
The Hampdem allecated te eur erew was AE 155,letterdd S 2 with the 14 OTU cede letters

“.being "G L", After a * ferty eight heur peried ef memstep mweat and teil the hard pressed

greund staff lads ,and lasses had mest of the unit's Hampdems in real fighting trim,imeluding
eur kite me witheut further ade Jeck and 1 piled abeard,and earried eut am air test.

AE 155 handleg perfectly as Jeck put it threugh all the varieus mameeuvres,while I was very
happy with the Marcemi W/T set,amnd se after we had landed it was =miles all areund.
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The following day Wednesday 27th May saw our makeshift foursome greuped together in flying
kit about to crawl sboard AE 155 to fly a leng cress country exercise across to the lsle of
Man,and the back to base. During the time we were lirbo£5; wve got to know each ether,and

it was no trouble at all we worked well together,it uas good practice. The ground crew had
accomplished afirst claag jeb on the kite,the engines rnn aweatly‘!nﬂ from my angle the
Marconi met worked like a charm. Jogk Donald,our skipper, was also satisfied with all
sspects of the practice trip,and after being airberne fer three and a half hours we were
ekimming acress the Cottesmore grass airfield teo "pancske“.‘_x

The intended target ,.and its implications was still a well ke pt secret,and we were literally
on stand by on beth the 2 8th and 29th May, when all the crews performed night flying
teats en beth these days without being briefed,on each eccasiem the preojected raid was
scrubbed due to inclement weather en the continent.The target and the size of the operatien
was stilY not known,and at this lste hour the strongest "buzz"™ wasstillheavily in favour

of ﬁhnbnrg,eapecially around the NAAFI. After yet anether N.F.T. en Saturday 30th May it war
fimally announced over the Tannoy that the main briefing would be held im at 6 pm inthe
Station H,Q,. After almost a week the waiting was finally over with everybody eagerly
anticipating what the briefing would disclese.

Thirty crews jostled around the room,and in the midst of a hubbub of raised voices

found seats,and tablea,an air of general excitement prevailed throughout. After the Statien
Ce0e 's preliminary address the briefing started in earnest,and the air was new thiek with
cigarette smoke as many lit up ,When it was announced that 1050 airecraft would bomb COLOCNE
inside a time of ninety minutes expressions ef amazement flittered across one hundred and
twenty faces,for a fleeting second there was absolute silence as the immenseness of the
eperation began to infiltrate that number ef ninds.Thia uas immediately followed by a

er éacendo of cheers,colourful exclamations,and ad;ectives,the place was in a real uproar
with the reactions being spontaneous,and these lads were for the most part exper:ienced
"eld lags" . For a few minutes the noise was impoasible te uuppreqa,and.until it eventually
subsided the briefing processes were temporarily held up.litile did we realise this raid
would prove te be a truly histerical event in the annals of Bomber Command. It was emphasisc
that varying bombing heights would be allecated to each Group,and these would have to be
sirictly adhered te to ebwiate the dangers of eollisjen ever the target area.

Ouwr thirty Hampdens would each carry & bemb load ef 2500 lba.This censisted ef four S.B.C.'s
(small bomb containers) each eontainer held five hundred lbs. = ~made up of 125

4 1b incendiary bombs. Additienally two at 250 1b High Explosive bombs made up the load,one
of these under each wing. The briefing continued with navigators busily: putting pencil to

peiha each specialist,Navigation,Signals,Intelligence, Met (weather man) etc, spoke
his piece to the now very attentive audience,
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We were teld that eur bembing height weuld be ten theusamd feet which had te be striectly
a dhered te,and eur take off wes timed at 2230 heurs. After the main briefing it was the
Sergeants Mess fer me,and a medicum eof relaxatiem fv ene of the many cemfertable armchairs
,but I was unduly eptimistie ,the neidy atmesphere precluded my imtentiens,it was .
impessible te ned eff.The enly tepic being discusse d was the raid when all aspects ef
the impending event were being vecifereusly debated,even the anticipated eellisien rate.
Night flying supper was eventually taken,seme enjeyed the meal,and it was eaten with
great guste,while etheras just pecked at it,and played areund the edges.

Tt was seen time fer all te make sur way up te the varieus crew reems,and neisily change
inte the varieus garbs ef flying clething,find their crew mates,and x wait fer the
transpert te take them eut te the different dispersal peints,a nd their waiting aircraff,
Since the warly merning in this newly feund atmesphere Ne.14 OTU Cettesmere had indeed
been a hive of activity. The day had been a very leng ene fer all trades of greund staff,
and almest everybedy en the statiem had been invelved in the preceedings ene way er
anethe r which went en well inte the late evening. Fetrel bewsers mimgled ameng the
Hampdens tepping up the tanks,while armeurers and tracters scurried areund dispersals
pulling trains ef trelleys carrying E.E. bembs,and canisters eof incendiaries as thirty
empty bemb bays were eventually leaded up.

Jeck,myself,and eur twe ceurse trainees were en the ball,and presented eurselves at eur
dispersal well befere time. We clambered abeard eur kite AE 155 stewed eur gear,and made
a last minute cheek te ensure that everything was in erder,hefere nipping eut fer a last
smeke,and a talk with the greund crew laas. After drewning the preximity ef the tail
wheel I agreed with Jeck that it was time we re-entered the Hampden te take up eur erew
pesitiens. Cur skipper them . - tested each engine in turn up te full threttle,and
after he had cencluded all his cheeks we were ready fer the eff. It was thumbs up,and
ehecks away te cemmence taxying slewly '

eut ef dispersal and en te the perimeter traek,with rudders swinging we meandered _ in
sedate fashien tewards the take off peimt. Histery was in the preceas ef being nadé,and
as far as 1 was cemcerne d it was a mever te be fergettem sccasien as practically the
entire persennel of the statien had turmed eut te witness the take off,and give all the
erews a remarka ble gend eff. One side of the flare path was threnged with hand waving
cheering lads and lassies ef all ra nks,and trades whe respended marvelleusly as each '
kite meved off dewn the flare path. All the Wep/Ag's in their tep gun pesitiens with
perspex cupela lids pus hed back recipsweated with a wave of the hand as each Hampden
sped off dewm the grass take off lame.It preved te be an exceptienal take eff,and with
the great majerity being experiemced ex—eperatiemal pilets they earried eut what we
Hampden eld hands termed in 1941 as a "Scamptem" take eff. I ecan enly describe this as
a cellectively,quick line astern take off with a fairly clese nese te tail departure ,and
12il up shertly after meving eff . Indeed the thirty Hampdens were away and airberme '
inside & time of thirtyfivé mimutes,an efficient perfermance.

Qur kite was airberme at 2300 heurs ,and after circling the dreme we set ceurse,xmix

te then climb steadily threugh cleud where 1 felt several air bumps as we
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encountered several slip streams of other kites,but seon after we broke through the

eloud. 4 narwellous sight then enfolded, we were flyinz above ? h%anket ofq?otta§ weel
lile cloud,and I could see aireraft dotted ecbout zll ever the sky 1n'the fading light.
Our course to the target area was mevent{ul after we had crossed the Dutch coast
just seuth of Rotter dame. About seventy miles from Cologne the eloud had cleared |
completely,the sky was now clear with bright nomn}ight gonditions _Ee€si§ting.
Approaching Munchen Gladbach the Bky was now hcstl}e being punctuatyed with
innumerable red and bhocls bursts of heavy flak,os=isted by the many crossed stalks
of the gearchlight units,and while a number of our bembers were heavily engaged we
nanaged to slip by pnmolested . We followed the line of the River Rhine deown t?
Colegne ,and arrived over the target area at five minutes_pagt on? am. In the bright
moenlight visibility I kept an alert wabtch for cther frlenﬁly ?1rcraft because of the
ever present risk of collision.in this now heavily pepulated air space,kites new seenmed
to be converging from all direc{ions.Besides keeping an all round lockout it was alse
recessary Lo give an. eccasienal glance upwards,with aireraft having varying hombing .
heights another GaNgeTr Was falling bombs se we dkd noet want to . find
ourselves immediately below sone of our kites with its bomb doors open,.
Wa then pre pared to make our run over the city,cur aiming peint was just south eof

the Neumarkt in the centre of Celogne. Three different aiming . . marks had been
designated in erder to spread the devastation over the whole area of the city.
Cologne wns one of the most heawily: . . protected cities in the Reich,being

surreunded by hundreds of light ;and heavy flak guns supperted by many batteries of
eearchlighte,but eur large ferce confirmed the belief that the saturatien effect
would prove to be eoverwhelring. This in fact did haypen as,in my epinion, as an
experienced participanf, the many searchlights seemes te be switching abéut aimlessly
ne deubt finding it éifficult te catch single zircraft,and there was ne greai

concentration of flak as we made our run in to bemb. This we achieved successfully
fyem our allecated height of ten thausand feet , Belew me the city seemed te be ene
huge mass of flames,as® hundreds of small fires were y merring inte ene gerrifie
conflaparationg,it was an aweseme,unforgeitable sight. Immense clouds of =mmoke frem
the burning chty were rising to many theusands ef feet,the attack hed been in progress
for orly thirty minutes,and the majerity of the f»~ur engined heavies had net yet
arrived on the : . scene being at the rear end of the schedule. The spectacle
surpassed by far anything I,and the other aircrews had experienced in ary other
previells eperations,we were in fact : _ witphescsing higtery in the making on
this particular eccasion,the fererunner of future saturatioen raids en the cities of
Germany. It was alse my sixth trip over Celogne,and I marvel =s to hew the Cathedral
emerged unscathed alter such an attack especizlly as it was =e near te ene of the
three aiming points. The mind boggles even more se when one realises that at the end
of the war Coelorne Cathedral leoked to be the enly building which remained intact
amidet the devastation of that whele area,which was really amazing to say the least,
From my unparalleled ventage point at the upper rear of the Hampden I saw many eof eur
aircraft ever the target, .- some were shot dwwn,but’ we were not unduly treubled as
Jock Denald,keeping a censtant watchful vigil in the precess , ckilfully weaved
his way out of the well 1it up air apace abeve the burning city,whilet T kept my ususz
keen losk out for enemy night fighters,and encroaching berbing aireraflt.
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We headed seuth sut ‘of Celogne for seme miles towards EUSFIRCHEY at which roint e
turned te set 2 parallel coursge,but furthe r south than eur inward leg,which meznt W
flew back acrocs Kerthern Belgium , Jeaving the target area Jock had climbeg steadily

ntil cur Hampden hrd reached a heipht ef fifteen thousand feet to finally pass eveyr
the Dutch island of Schouwen,plenty of visuasl pinpeints - i c - & Tor oim

na vigator areund this area .FPrior to vur arrival at this preint the burning eity ef
Cologne was still clearly visible,a rema rkable znad fascinating sight frem euch a
digtance . With my back to the engines in my mig upper position I had a marvellous
frand—-gtand wview all the way back to the Dutch ceastline ,and T could net help but

enthuse,te Jock, and our navigater up frent,on the .. .. Bwesome,risaniic fire

that was Colegne. Net te be cutdone Jock banked the Hampden;and circled ga that he
and the CObserver could take 2 last lock at the spectacle before turning back en course
For home.

Very seen after leaving the Dutch coastline German night fighters,incenariceus over
the target area, were now very active. All dreund me at this point I ceuld see the
unmistakeable signs ef air combats taking prlace on beth pert,and starboard sides,but
more particularly se at my rear :zs returning bombers vere being waylaid,and attacked.
Very heavy exchanges of machine gun,and cannen fire were observed abeut a thousand 9
yards to my rear,although I ceuld not ascertain whether anybody was shot dewn or net
innumerable lines of tracer fire gseemed to encompass the varieus dark ailheuettes as
several bombers were attacked. We seemed te be in the centre of all the action,and

every secend I expected it would be our turn, I continued to give my skipper a
running commentary on the situatien behind,at the same time keeping my eyes peeled,and
my hands ready t& ewing the ready cocked twin Vickers guns if need be ybut we appeared
te lead a charmed life as we left the area to continue on eur way unmelested acroess

the "drink" towards the Suffelk coast. The T.F.F. had beer switched on sand approeachi
-ng our ceastline we had been steadily lesing height dewn te below twe thousand feet,
the clear wrather was new well hehind us,it wasg how very cleudy, The rleud bas e was
about twe thousand Tive hundred feet,and underneath it Preved te be a very dark night
ind¢ed,I sheuld say early morning,as we hezded over Suffelk en a atraight heading-fey
our base at Cottesmore.We managed to find our statioen beacon witheut undue dEfficulty
and landed safely at 0415 hours after being airborne for five and a guarter hsurs,

Thus ended a memorable trip,the first
ever major bember battle., Cur twe pupil members of the crew had performed very well,
especially our Aussie Ohserver who never put a feot wrong througheut ,all I did wes te
keep a geod look out yapart from periedically listening eut on ny W/T zet.

With our Hampden new marshalled,and the engines silent I crawled eout of the bettem
doer of the "Tin" teo taoke a couple of §'€rides,straightcn out wy stiff,tired frame,
a nd breathe in a fe w lungfuls of the very fresh morning air. On this special
occasion for Ne.14 OTU many of the Station persommel seemed to be on hand having
gene without slee p in erder to welcome returning crews. In eur case,a midst the
early mer ning gloom,] wi 8 suddenly confronted by a tall shadowy figure who slapped
me very enthusiastically on my back,and then proceeded to shout mome endéa ring
remarks. Despite the dim light 1 had ne trouble recognising him as the Station Padre.

whe then thrust o large mug inte my unresisting hands. Thinking it was a welceme cup of
het tea,and a t the same time mentally cimmending the "Austin Reed" servicelI swigge:/
the cimtents straight dewn,or endeaveured to.Although I was in dire need of come thret
lubrication I did neot expect te be taken by surprise,phgwfthe mug'ts contents made me
cocugh,and splutter,it was net bleedy tea at all‘ being neat rum.

I must say the hastily abserbed beverage brought o hot flush te the old cheeks,and
mede my tired eyes take on a brilliant lustre, |



After dispesing ef mest of eur fly.ng kit,parachute and harness in the 1ncker_rq-m

eur jeb had net qmite ended,vwe had yet te prfvjdg infermatien en the sertie.

; The debriefing sessiin held in the Statien Headquarters preved te be guite an

hectic affair as a steady stream ef crews arrived fer interregatien te add E' the
general din. Amidst a thick haze ef cigarette smeke Intedligence efficers a t the
' varieus tables were hard at it ccllaiieglall the infernmatien effered by the
respective crews in respense te the ma nhy ques tiens asked cencerning ell aspects
ef that crew's part in the & ttack. Each Intelligence efficer had guite a deta iled
. questienakie te werk threugh,but each crew interregatien was usually carried eut
i . : fairly quickly,and efficiently. Tired but excited crews awaiting '
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their turn a t the tsbles steed areund in greups busily in cenversatien

whilst drinking cups ef either tea er ceffee,er maybe it was neat rum., In the happy

ge luckly atmesphere it certainly leeked as if . & - everybedy . was quite

pleased with their nighte effert,it wsuld seen be the usual meal ef bacen a nd

i egg,and then off te kip. :

' Se ended the first Theusaad bember raid,cede named "Qperatien Millenium", a

| mementeus,and histerical eccasiénm w hich weuld always be remembered by participants
whe survived the war. On this supreme maximum effert Bember Cemmand had accumulated

a teta 'l of 1046 aircraft,ef which appreximately ene third had been previded by the

, bember OTU's. Over fifty airfields had been invelved,znd the aircraft cencerned in

' {* the attack were cemprised ef Iancasters,Halifax's,Stirlings,Manchesters,wellingt-ns,

! ' ' Hampdens,d nd whitleys . A tetZ 1l of ferty ene zircraft failed te return.

; The statistical aftermath ef the raid revealed that they were twe cellisiens ever

! the target area se T guess the beffins were abeut right in their pre trip predictiens,

Out ef the thirty Hampdens taking part frem my unit Ne.14 OTU,RAF Cettesmere three
| aircraft and crews were lest. Subsequently I learnt that anether ef eur Hampdens
i skippered by Squadren leader "Uncle" Falcener,ex 49 Squadren, had cellided with a
i feur engined Halifax whilst descending threugh cleud semewhere ever Cambridgeshire
1 en his return jsurney frem Celegne. S/L Falcener semehew managed te bale eut ,but
unfertuneatly the ether three crew members wers killed when the Hampden crached inte
the greund. I knew beth the pilet,and the first Wep/Ag,Sgt Knewling pretty well
prier te their "screening" duties at Ne.14 OTU
=i ~a teur ef Cps at RAF,Seampten en Hampdens.

yand
had flewn tegether te cemplete
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[Nhile the whele bember force wae more oy less intact "Bember" Harris decided to strike again,
-and two nights later on the night ef 1/2 June we W& Te on the jcb again. The target this time
‘was ESSEB,and bearing in mind the previcus lesses twenty seven Hampdens was the maximum
avmilable from cur unit lo.14 OTU with more or less the same crews taking part.once again.
We flew in the same Hampden AE 155,and were part of a total ferce of 956 medium and heavy
bembers that were despatched that night.This time the four engined heavies were in the first
wave with the medium bembers amengst which were all the OTU crews,following up to bemb the fires
glready started.Cloudy cenditiens were experienced =&zll the way tc the Ruhr,and the raid was not
a success owing to the thick industrial haze in the area plus extensive cloud at a lower height
wvhich made it impessible to identify the target. Censequently bembs were scattered far and wide
in the murk theugh the attack was sufficiently concentrated te ence again ssturate the defences,
The Ruhr valley was habitually cevered in industrial haze,and was extremely heavily defended with
congiderable searchlight glare adding te our difficulties. Many large fires were in evidence,but
they seemed to be scattered all ever the Ruhr valley,and it was evident that the attack lacked
the intense cencentrated bembing pattern ef the Celegne raid.The flak wes intense,and we could
net identify Essen through the lewer layer of cloud,and the murk so we bombed fires alrezdy
started.As far as 14 OIU was concerned it was & goed trip as all eur twenty seven Hampdens
re turned safely,but out of the total Cemmand force thirty one of our aircraft were shot dewn,
The third Thousdnd raid of 1942 was carried eut later on in the menth on the 25th June
duning the moon per ied when the port of BREMEN was attacked. For the first time Comstal Cemmand
toek a hand in the preceedings te contribute abcut a hundred aircraft,mestly Hudsens, towsrds the
main ferce of 1006 sent out en this rZ id. My unit 14 OTU was yet again invelved with twenty twe

Hampden crews taking part. (nce again the weather proved to be unfavourable with mest of the town
end pert b€ ing covered by cleud. j

e



Because of the adverse weather conditions the bombing,once again,could not be
concentrated ,and although considerable damage was caused,it was well scattered,
Our unit,Ne 14 0.T.U. lost one aircraft on this raid,and the force as a whole lost
a total of forty nine bombers. The now historical Colegne raid took pride of place

as the only big success of the first three Thousand saturation attacks during that
period of 1942,
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