i ‘hich had prevailed during the past
all the furore,and exciteme nt v ’ .
s th23;2k§0°f4 OTU was now settling back into its acknowledged rouﬁ1§e of normal
- wt i ‘n; Altheugh this was so,eenior course pupils were threwn in at ?he'deep
Icrgw hiiliiéz.WEfe design +t in a lain Force attacka on the night of
end W Y

ated to take par : of
31st July when the target was DUSSEILORF o This sertie was net a four figure raid,but
31s ] - : 1
the bombing force wWas arcund the

ciy hundred mark.and of these the bomber QTU'S of
i but i i .A tetal of twenty
1 ind ntributed arewnd a nundred aircraft,and crews.i ] /
he:92 %riiiiigdgﬁﬂﬁﬁtc;eturn from this attack.Cur unit Ne 14 OTU_lost twe_Hafpaens,an.
ti:n;ilit of ene of them,Sgt FeGowan,a Canadian, I wet later during 1943 inside the
F:O.W. camp at Lamsdorf.

During the remainder of my period at RAF Cettesmere two
i T ied se ni urse pupils.
farther operatienal serties were carried out by se nior course pup

is for myself 1 had no sooner cettled down to resume my normal 'screened" role
the Flying Pool when,rizsnt out of the blue,I wes detziled to perform & naw
job,thus ceasd ing my long ccmnection with the Wop/Ag course rupils,and the Anson
flight cross country training exercises., I would not say I was enamoured with the
move which meant I would be attached to the Test Flight,l would ecertainly miss
the contazaect with the various trainees,but one had to secldier on.
The Air Test {light had only two aircrew members yall that was needed was a
pilot ,and a wOp/Ag. My pilot was Flying Officer Bill Deag,ex 61 scuadron,like me
he had accomplished his tour on Hampdens so we soon hit it off together.
Qur job entailed the airx testing of hampdens following periods of being
unserviceable,or alternatively had been on service checks,or engine changes
in the maintenance hangars. The flying schedules of a bhomber Q.T.U. were pretty
hectie,and naturally the kites were impaired by constant use so inevitably there .
was always a steady flow through the maintenance hangars.Vhen the revairx work etc
had been completed it was then our job to thoroughly air test each aircraft to
ageertain if it was airworthy in every way for further CTU use.
Therefore F/0 Bill Deas mm would put the kite through every conceivable flying
test ,and manauevre ,and when he was satiafied with the oubecome would then commence
to fly arcund in a more sublime fashion in order that I could comfortably

repare to do my bit.Cbvicusly all that remained was the fulfillment of a

complete check,and test of all the W/T equipment,a job which usually occupied

a time of thirty or zo minutes,somctimes it whs  longer.

These trips proved anything but boring,fertuneatly I was net prone te air aickness

for Bill Deas cé ritainly threw each kite arsund the sky during his part of the air'
test,but apart from that it was o steady nUHEEr;nc night flying was invelved,]l had done
ny share ef that in the Anson flighte. !

The summer of 42 was a narvelleus one weatherwige being really sweltering,the
glericus sunny conditions lasted for weeks en end..!: When flying allewed me the tine
after lmch I eculd be seen relaxing in the sunshine repesing outside the Sgts Fess
R = ) . pprawled languidly inm one of the various assortment of
chairs,at peace with the werld. After 2ll,misnomer er mo, I was supposed te be en -

"resxt" but in o mere seriscus vein I must say that such occasions,unfortuneatly were

not of & prolenged duratien,work was always on hand. 5

Anether pleasamt diversion fronm course routime,yhich was a feature of the Sgts Mess
ot RAP,Cotiesnmere,was a once weekly jazz session performed im their own inimitable
style by a gquartet from the Statiom band. Sgt.Jack Nathon orgonised this mugical
entertainment on owr behalf,of ceurse he was the leader of the Statien band ,and became
o popular pest war damce band leader. On these enjeynble oceamioms our mess Ante roenm
was always packed to capacity with esmthusiastic listeners,such was the pepularity ef
the jazz quortet.

Collectively,l do net think there was ever & dull mement at Ne.14 OTU,Cetiesmore

it was 2 very active station,gnd besides the comings and geings of different
faces ,the various perscnalities amengst them,the many accidents,crashes,speratienc/

ralds ,there was alse geveral visits frem wnits of the Luftwaffe, In connection with
the latter,the cheekiest by far wi = a daylight cleoud cever attack one day during the
purmer which was undertaken by a group of Dornier 247 "flying pencil' bembers.

This ocecazion turmed out te be mlightly embarrassing for us senior K.C.0.'s a=

these German crews had appropiztely eor net,timed their attaek te ceincide with a
Sergeants lMess nmeeting,well under way at that precise momenty in 2 well attended Ante

Room. With the pretectien of very lew thick eleud the D i r i
very lew level ever the dromedw to s trafe the hangags,gﬁglgiglgiggstn e Ak




T had never before seen such a muliitude of cha ps so quick off the mark

for as poon as they realised the dreme was unde r attack eve ry NoC.Co assenbled

in the main Ante Room,including myself, moved with remarkable s peed,arnd a gility

te then disappear under the dubicus pretemiion of the = " mall tables ,and hug the
floor.Bullets were flying everywhere ins 15 ide and out,. . windows were shattered,whilé
many fragments ef plasher flew from the inner walls of the large room ms a few
hullets hit. Bombs werep drepped simultaneeusly acress the airfield,but the "Jerries"-
failed in their endeaveurs to hit the hangars,and the main buildings.Iuctily their
bomb aimers were eff target so cnly slight damage was caused. Two er three woeden

instructienal hute were blown up,and apart from . . geveral craters plus a
hell of a let of bullet heles here and T Rere nothing more was amiss excert perhaps
gome less ef personzl dipgnity. The raid was bhort and gweet,the Derriers enly riske

one run,and then at gpeed swept away,and upwards inte the cover &f the cleuds.
" mhe damage was & cen clezred up,and the ftrazinirgk pregramme was noet unduly affected,
I can recall that all stetien persennel were ccnfined te camp for the remainder of
Ehat 45 ¥

I was new enjoying the %t% }v Eapt ne ef nmy Test flight jeb during which T enly
kept "&ffice "heurs ,and fﬁ 4” @lar continuance of the marvelleus summer weather T we
able te really relax . Lany mere the nlunts eut in the small market tewn ef Cakkam,

with the hack reem ef the Crown Hetel a pepular mendezveus fer aircrew bedr,ts talk
and & Tink,at least primarily. The ve ry presence of a piane in fthe roem mezrt thet
i mary & singing sessien was held during the last heur or =o,whern & 11 the
well Jcnewn : -} dittys RAF,znd otherwise werg given the ?rra+meﬂ
Qzkhzm,our nearest town, tlen beasted a geed selection of public h:uses,a cinems,a n¢
& very popular dance venue,the Vietoriz Hall,where dances were held on wednevuayg,
Fridays,end Saturdzyz nights. The supply ef femzle genderr was more thern zdeguate
sand included WAAF's,ATS,lend 4rmy girls plus the lecal talent, Turing the thrice
weerly eccasiens when the light fantastic wae being tripped the majerity of the males
were,ef course,airmen from RAF Cottes more. Cur own RAT dance band usually
monepclised the Wednés dzy spet,but ctherwis e the ensemble was a local eutfit,namely
The Four Aces,who coeuld have performed wiih a - pianec,accoriion,trumpet ,and
rrebzably the saxephene . This cuartet ohviously wasz not guite in the szme league as
eur eovn RAF band. =
It was en such & balmy summsr evening a Lrlng the ho“th ef June when I hed the
gued fortune te make the acyucintance of z yeung,sun tamned lend Army girl. Tyself,
and twe Wop/ig pals,Chick Morris,and Neohy hewzll,a lively 4rie,at the time were in
process ef deing the reunds of the Caltham hostelries,and the public heusme we were
ut to enter at that precise moment was the wheatsheaf,net the mest szlubrieus of
but in these days we teok thew &1l ir ewr rstride. Inside the paeszre of the
gheaf Inn our three hesle glengated areund the desrway of the roem erpezite the
= LCyeful gesture 15 ascertealn if friends were ingcide.
~Hgweve r ne flach of recegnitien 1lit up cur eyes,fer etr“vlslrg]y
the roem wes almnesi emriy. The enly eccupants were three females sitdirg very guietly
at ene of the takles whe had given a brief disdainful . sideways glence =zt our
three headed deorway spectacle. We withdrew cur heads,it was three piﬂtc’lhntTgvd and
in a very chert space of time we entered the reem te sit dewn alengsicde the thrne
demsels,who,lets face it did net s=hew much eniliusiasm zbout cur prezence,one had te
fatch these zizcrew typeﬁ. We did ne' cCespair,but tesk the iniative,and a Cﬁnve“tgt;ﬁn
was seon under voy,at wiich peint I zcked the givls if th-v wenld like 7 drink.
Trust me te put z damper ern the proceedings for,en fe turnirg frem the har I
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must hove tripped over ceone chatacle as the tray centaining gix drinks flew up inte the air
and 211 the 1¥quid refreshmentn fwent for o burton™ all over the ?abl@ sphlling all over the
lap of the youngest of the three femaleo,whoe I khad previously noticed to be an attractivef

s 1 tanned girl with lovely eyes. 4 o usual I csuld not help laughing,ncbo&y else feynd it
o musing,but invardly I theught I pust surely have ?lown my chanees,. instead the incident
hod the effect of breaking the iee,and 2 chaacgﬂﬁgualntancenhﬁp ripened into what was to be .
long legting partners kip which to date had las ted feriy three yearz. Inevitably I arranged
a date,and progressed frem there ,JJonica was just sweet seve nteen ot the time,and was a2 =
me moer of the Womens Tand Army based at the nearby village of Hambleten,a few miles from
Oalham, The three zirls,st seems,came to Oalkham that night to attend the dance at the
Vietoriz Hall,but foumd thatk it had been cancelled ,the RAT dance band was apparently not
availoble that night for some inmexplicable reason. Feeling slightly disgruntled they had
decided to pop inte the nearest pub to guench a thirst ,lueckily it was the Wheatsheaf,and I

nf

can orly say as far as If%blﬁerned, it was Kisnet,
From theqﬁn in,I think one can say I was definitely bitten by the love bug,and mwest nights
T eould be seen pedalling briskly along thke country lanes from the droeme at Cottesmore to the
picturesque village of Upper Hambleton,enly a matter of a few miles. The last few hundred
.. yards. inte the village was really steep Ei%?ﬁﬁqfew bends to negotiate mear the top of the
hill,ond maximum exertion was needed,bubﬂ' 2lwdys . . . - dismounted and wallced the
last hundred yards er so.
During tke follewing four months the nmajerity of my mights eff were spert in the village
with Monica. The nightly journeys were achieved on various twe wheeled steedﬂﬁeaﬁ ef them
being borrowéd from my fellew aviators., I nmever had any lightimg on the machines,and on many
of my return journeys back te eamp in the lute Right summer darlmess I was always a step
ahead of a local censtable,who used te lay in wait for me at a certain read junctioenm .
Be made several abertive attemphs te apprehend me for riding witheut lighta,but I was alway
pedalling much too fast for himz to eateh we,it was an amusing challenge.
Unlike previous wartime entanglements my assoclation with Menica was no casual affair,] wae
in Jove with everything about the girl,including ker lovely dispesition,and . T we met as
often as possible. We were now 2 familiar twoseme arcund the village,and the lecal inn The
Tinches Arms,where we invariably called in te enjoy the cempany,a cecuple eof drinmks,and a few
quips and eraeks from Doug,the landlord. The pub was a typical village hostelry of that era,
beer straight? from the barrel,and plair woeden bemnhes. The lecals were & cheerful lot,and
211 ¥mew Momiea well,whe besides being 2 land zirl on a lecal fi4r m alse - regided inm the
n % =1, = village be ing billetted with a lady irn the heuse nexi to the chureh
The Finches Arma was very handi 1y placed being just opposite the heuse,and Menica and I
regularly took en the loeczls at both darts owd deminces,happy days. A very leong time after
the war we nade a nestalgie vimit to the seene of our ceurtship te see a few old friemds,:
enjoy = dr ink at the old pub. Mine host,Doug was still in harness behind the bar,ancccupatics
he contirued until recent years.when bhe retired. Since that time Monica and I have returned
at least once per year,but teday ,geegraphicallytther'e is 2 great difference as Upper Hamblefu
-n is now surrounded on three sides by the largest men made lake im Eurepe,a gigantie

e

reserveir neow lmown a2s Rubtland Wate r.
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The lecal rural = cene where Monica and I enjoyed each ethers company iségnr the
most part under many feet of water. Pa;t of tbem old read up the hill leading te the
viillaze still exists,but the village itsell is now a degd e ?d,ane cannet go any
further beyond,for to do so weuld result in o confrontation with a vast expanse of
water . A new network of roads now exists along the sides of the gigantic reserveir
emenating from the tewn of Oskham . Many tourist attractions,and ecar parks new exist in
the area ,consequently the number of visiters have increased by leaps and bounds
in a like manner so have the trout fishermen. The Hambleten village pub,The Finches

Arms outwardly lecking is the same as it was during wartime days,but inwardly has
been extensively altered,and medernised. Obviously this was o necessary evil in order
to cope with the evergrowing tourist traffic during the summer wmonths with ,of course,
the surreunds of Rutland Water being the big attractien. !

During the idyllic summer months of 42 my days were fully eccupied,and while pursuing
my remantic attachment I was still busily engrossed perferming my duties in the
Hampden Test flight,although 2 small allocatien of night flying came my way at
spasmedic intervals. During the month of August the Station Signals Officer caused 2
minor uprear when he infermed 2ll the teur expired Wop/Ag instructers that under a
new system of wireless operator grading we would be cbliged te undergo o written
examination in order to achieve first class rating. Suecessful candidates wimld then
would then be accredited as first class air W/Ops which would alse entail a difference
in pay.A cherus of lew murmurs swept threugh +the "screened" Wop/iz audience.
Mindful of our ebvicus gualifications;and leng experience my first reaction te this
instruction was expressed with a series of choice expletives. 1 was not alone as 211

my ex-eperational WOp/Ag comrades were all ef the same opinion,it seemed that

"red tape" once again had overrcde reasen. We all strebgly cbjected en 2 cemmon
sense valuatien,it was surely nonsensical te suggest that after 2all our experienece as
first wireless operators during a leng spell of squadron operatisnal duty,and since

then a long stint as lnstructors participating in beth ground and flying duties, to
infer that we were not first class operators. We 2ll agreed unamimeusly that the
official instiruction was indeed a farcical suggestien,and if net deemed competent
or first eclass at this late hour surely there must be something radically wrong with
the & ppropriate RAF set up,shades of "Fred Karno",the issue was just as comical.
Another well lmown wartime RAT adage,the three B's "Bullshit Baffles Br ains" I think
5 @ % 5 o & et L o sums up the situatien most aptly as far as we were
concerned. Needless to say our protests fell on steony groumi,officialdem had its way
,8nd thus we Wop/Az old hands were ireated®with scant regard for our previous service
achievementis inasmuch as the establishment were classing us on the same level as OTU
trainees . Inevitably,of course, we had to get our heads down,and put pen te paper.
I camnot reecall whether I filled in 2 successful paper or not,there was very little
enthusiasmua fter all thet had 1 te prove 7. It is sufficient te reveal that when I

eventually left the statisn later on during the month of Nowember to embark upon my
second tour of Ops, 6 my flying legbook was suitably endersed te coineide with my

aircrew trade proficiency rating which was entered as "pbove Average',and as such
was duly signed by F/Lt Grant,Signals Officer at RAT ;Salktby,Cottesmore's satellite
airfield. :

In reirespect I weuld stress that on the whole I enjeyed my peried ef "rest",if thats
the right choiece of word, at Ne.14 Operatienal Training Unit ,RAF Cottesmore.The )
pessible exception was perhaps the final ten weeks or se spent as a disgruntled membes
of No. 52 course,which was therefere net a very happy period for me.
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T had then spent eight menths at No.14 0TU,and was aware that ti@e wa§ running out
for me as anything in excess of a six months term ol trest" was_lndgea a bonus before
2 return to operational duty. Regretfully, 1 had come to terms with npe stark fact
that 1 would not be returning to sguadron life with Beb,my former pilot at 106,
Unfertunecatly,he was still grounded,being medically unfit for {lying duties.
T knew that I was due to be posted back on Ops at any timg so 1 had bheen on the leok
out for a probable team up with a "screened” pilot returning fer his second tour,but
such oppertunities seée med to be few at that particular time.However I did not
2 nticipate the circumstances which then enfolded to provide a shock to the old
nervous-system. ¥yself,and several other "screened" Wop/Ag's together with eight other
similiar types,who had been posted from No.16 OTU,Upper lieyferd for this same purpeose,
were literally press ganged,and attached te a group of "spreg" trainees to form No.52
OTT course at this station RAT,Cottesmore. ln shori we were designated as the WOp/Ags
to crew up wiih trainee pilots,Navigators,Bomb aimers,and Air gunners. Vhen we screen-
~egd hods were officially informed of this plan I must admit 1 was dumbfounded
at this turn of events,the establishment had worked a really fast one over us.
We had performed cur CTU course eighteen months previously,in all my evperience I had
no recollection of this sort of thing happening before,or since for that matier.
Cartainly the administration depart ment of he.92 Training Group were setting a
pre cedentgand in deing so placed us in a positien which was not equitable.
It was usual when going back for a second tour of Ops to team up with 2 pilet in

ﬁ' similiar circumstances,or alternatively one was pested individually to a sguadron,

e where ,in the main, your record wag considered in a fair manner so mere often than not
you were fitted in with an experienced crew.The mathematical odds ef surviving a
second tour were obviously very low indeed,l had been lucky to get through my first lot

most did not,but 1o be pitchforked on to a trainee O0TU course at this advanced stage
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of my airerew caroccr was 2 fruciraling experience,indeecd it was disbolical. Sura%g
tled the a betiter deal than we
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ceived at DA Collesmore.
me Taoling of

e, were :
T/8et Dave Cpaven and I gi
get il of our chesto,end &ir o WO oplniens ;o war o be our nexd
colras webinn 7.1 was always and easy going and cheerful character and for the most part
g L ut this was a rough deal , therefore we took the bull by the horns,and
cought zn Interview with the Chiel Ground Instruclor in order to expose our
arievances. At the appointed Lime Dave and I marched gmartly irto hin office to
confront the Sqouadron leader who,necdless Lo say, feiled to comprohend our point
of view,and ubterly disrcgarded cur Operational,and lnsiructional recordz. He
had no mympathy whatsoever with cur case,dfter zll we were only mere KCO WOp/Aq}
it geemed we were expendable.isll that we receiwved from thic somewhat biasssd
interview could be likened to 3 swift kick up the rear with an added h int of a
osoible court martial i we did L carry on as ordercd.
OFf ecourse it was nol possible to ply to such a onesided onslaupht,he didnt
sound kﬁ iﬂzﬁx—operatlonal typﬁ,omhvjoutly

inferoneethe Mplied,we never ot any Yime had
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renentment ,we decidéd 4o
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very disillusioned pre-second tour WGp/Ag's then made their exit,sile;tly refiéciiﬂg
on the rewardless outcome,and the eld aircrew motte "Press on Regardless". )
As we slowly headed back in the direction of ouwr Mess an irenic ;mile flitted acress
my face as yet another service innuendo abruptly came to mind,it seemed to fit the gili
Fore pepularly used in thesewartime days by the numerous other ranks when it used te
be said "They ceuld deo anything with you except make you pregnant" wgich in reality'
meant that it was & near impossibility te beat the system.
After almost twe years as an active aircrew Sergeant I had turned full circle,and thus
was back as 2 member of a O0TU training course,a brain baffling decision,Trem my
viewpoint ,an affront to my experiénce. Ne doubt we had been officially selected by
some chairborne wizard at Praining. Command ,who,psrhaps, did net think very highly of
our NCO category or ectherwise had made a slight "cock-up" in the preparation ef that
particular covrse make=up,and se had to find z few Wop/igs in a hﬁrry. Ei

> 2 ther way,as
far as we were concerned,it was a low blow,a typiecal efficial manceuvre,




